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PREFACE. 



The Book of Psalms, in accordance with the 
appointed order of the Services of our Church, 
is read through every month, and is conse- 
quently more familiar to us than any other 
portion of Scripture. 

Yet it must, I fear, be acknowledged by 
most of us, that we go on month after month 
reading these inspired songs of Zion in a list* 
less, mechanical way, without distinguishing the 
character and subject of the several poems, 
and in contented ignorance of the meaning 
of many obscure passages. 

To correct in some degree this careless and 
irreverent habit, and to enable the young and 
unlearned more especially to read the Psalms, 
''with the spirit and with the understanding 
also," is the design of this little Manual. 

Disclaiming aU intention of undertaking any- 
thing like a general Commentary, I have 
confined myself, more or less strictly, to the 
following two points; namely, 

I. To prefix to each Psalm a short heading, 
showing its principal subject, or leading idea, 
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80 as to prepare the reader's mind for what 
follows. This heading is substituted for the 
first words of the Vulgate Translation, which 
surely are retained to very little purpose in 
those editions of the Prayer Book which are 
intended for the use of schools and the poor. 

II. To explain the more difficult and obscure 
verses. 

Unless the limited nature of my design 
be kept in view, the Notes will probably be 
considered scanty and meagre ; but I venture 
to think that no little evil has arisen from 
the opposite system of overlaying texts, suffi- 
ciently intelligible to serious and thoughtful 
minds, with diffiise and unnecessary comment. 
The result too often is that the Word of God 
is lost in the amplification of the commentator ; 
and the reader, indolently resigning himself to 
the guidance of some favourite author, is 
tempted to neglect altogether that patient and 
devout meditation upon Holy Scripture, which 
forms part of the essential nourishment of 
the Christian life. I have therefore thought 
it best to confine myself for the most part to 
short explanatory notes, feeling that in proper- 
tion as the difficulties which obscure the text 
are removed, the devotional study and use of 
the Psalms will be promoted. 

I^ however, it still be objected that the 
spiritual and prophetical application of the 
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seyeral Psalms has been too sparingly noticed, 
my answer is that this subject has been cotem- 
poraneoQsly taken up by the Author of " A Plain 
Commentary," which bids fidr to supply what- 
ever may be thought deficient in the well-known 
work of Bishop Horne. That excellent prelate 
and writer has not only furnished us with a com- 
preihensiye summary of the various subjects which 
are treated of in the Psalter, but has afforded 
us a clue to the meaning of the poetical and figura- 
tive language in which large portions of it are 
clothed. But, notwithstanding all that has been 
written, the Christian student of the Psalms 
will discover at every perusal fresh lessons of 
divine wisdom and practical holiness; and not 
only precepts and counsels of inestimable value 
for the guidance of life, but many of the fundar 
mental doctrines of revealed religion; as, for 
example, the Unity of the Godhead, Original 
Sin, the necessity of Bepentance, the Forgiveness 
of Sins^ and the guidance and support of Grod's 
Holy Spirit. He will thus be led to the in- 
evitable conclusion that He who inspired the 
Apostles of Christianity, spake also by the 
mouth of the Psalmists and Prophets of the 
earlier dispensation. 

The reflecting reader of the Psalms will 
further be struck by their singular purity of 
thought and language. He will bear in mind 
that a large portion of them was written a 
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thousand years before the advent of Jesus 
Christ, that is to say, about the period when 
Homer wa^ painting for all time the por- 
traiture of the gods of Olympus, their lust, 
and ambition^ and cruelty ; and many centuries 
before the favourite minstrels of Greece and 
Rome began to throw the dazzling colours of 
poetry over the worst forms of pride, worldli- 
ness, and sensuality. 

Yet, during all those centuries, while the most 
famous poets of classical antiquity were employ- 
ing their genius to consecrate the false creeds 
and corrupt practices of heathenism, the Sacred 
Bards of Israel were celebrating in songs of 
surpassing beauty and sublimity the one living 
and true God — Creator and Governor of the 
world — whose eye is in every place, and whose 
hand is ever outstretched to uphold his true 
servants, and to punish the wrong-doer. 

How are we to account for this striking differ- 
ence of sentiment between Jewish and Classical 
writers ) Solely by the fact that the Psalmists 
of Israel were enlightened by the knowledge of 
God's revealed wiU, and spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost. 

The Psalms, thoroughly imbued as they are 
with the spirit, national and religious, of God's 
ancient people, and clothed in language which 
at every turn reminds us of their peculiar laws, 
ceremonies, and worship, have yet been adopted 
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into the religious service of every Christian 
people. The principle obyionsly is this, — that 
as ''All scripture is given by inspiration of 
God," so must it be profitable for the Church in 
all times; and the Christian Church is but a 
deyelopment of the Jewish. Indeed, our Lord 
and His Apostles have in numerous instances 
shown us how we are to understand and apply 
the Psalms in a spiritual sense, and have thereby 
justified us in carrying this application further. 
Thus, for example, Jerusalem, Mount Zion, the 
Ark, the Temple, the Sanctuary, are all expretsh 
sions which may suitably represent the Church 
of Christ ; David is a type of the Messiah ; his 
enemies and persecutors are the bitter oppo- 
nents of Christ and His kingdom ; his victories 
are the triumphs of the Gospel. The sacrifices 
of the Law, besides their main purpose of fore- 
shadowing the one great atonement, remind us 
of those sacrifices dearer to God, — a broken and 
a contrite heart, lust mortified, the body brought 
into subjection. The offerings and incense of the 
Temple are the alms and prayers of Christian 
worshippers. 

With regard to the execution of the work 
little need be said. Affecting neither learning 
nor originality, I have availed myself of all the 
assistance, whether in the way of translation or 
comment, which came within my reach, and 
have only been withheld from citing my autho* 
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rities by the fear that a frequent reference to 
learned authors would give a pedantio air to a 
little unpretending manual, which aims only at 
being practical and useful. 

I must, however, be permitted to offer my 
grateful acknowledgments to the learned author 
of the "Cleveland Psalter," as well as to my 
friend and colleague, the Rev. W. T. Bullock, for 
reading over the sheets in proof, and giving 
me the benefit of their judicious criticism. 

In many instances it will be found that par- 
ticular difficulties in the Prayer Book version, 
which is that of Cranmer (1539), are cleared up 
by reference to the authoiized translation in the 
Bible, which was made more than seventy years 
later (1611) ; and in all oafies where the words 
from the Bible translation have been quoted in 
the Notes they are marked with inverted 
commas [" "]. 

I have taken the liberty of removing the 
colon which occurs in the middle of every verse, 
because in comparatively few congregations are 
the Psalms chanted, and the colon, being con- 
stantly mistaken for a stop in reading, obscures 
the meaning of the verse. I venture very re- 
spectfully to suggest, that if it be thought 
desirable to retain any musical notation in the 
cheaper editions of the Psalter, it would pre- 
vent confusion were the colon to be replaced 
by a bar ( I ). 
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Having now, perhaps, sufficiently explained 
the object -which I had in view in preparing this 
little Tolume, I may express a hope that it will 
not be measured by a standard which it has no 
pretensions to reach. Learning and knowledge 
are great or little by comparison ; and if I have 
been enabled to use my small store for the 
benefit and edification of those who have still 
less, as, for instance, the children of our schools, 
and the uneducated members of our ordinary 
congregations, I shall be thankful to God for the 
privilege of employing my " one talent" in His 
service. 



March 80, 1867. 
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Morning.] PSALM I. [Dayl. 

CONTBAST BETWEEN THE BIGHTBOUS AND THE UNGODLT. 

BLESSED is the man that hath not 
walked in the counsel of the ungodly, 
nor stood in the way of sinners ; and hath not 
sat in the seat of the scornful. 

2 But his delight is in the law of the Lord, 
and in his law will he exercise himself day 
and night. 

3 Ani he shall be like a tree planted by 
the water-side, that wiU bring forth his fruit 
in due season. 

4 His leaf also shall not wither, and look, 
whatsoever he doeth, it shall prosper. 

5 As for the ungodly, it is not so with 
them ; but they are like the chaff, which the 
wind scattereth away from the face of the 
earth. 

6 Therefore the ungodly shall not be able 



Ps. I. — This Psalm seems to 
have been placed first, as a 
suitable introduction or preface 
to the whole Psalter, when the 
books of Scripture were col- 
lected and arranged in their 
present order by Ezra, about 
the year before Christ 444. 

2. The law of the Lord,'] 



the Word of Gbd, that is, the 
Holy Scriptures. See Josh. i. 8. 

3. lake a tree'jSoJer. xvii. 8. 

Sis fruU] The masculine 
possessive pronoun hie is here, 
and throughout the Authorized 
Version of the Holy Scriptures, 
used instead of the neuter pos- 
I sessive pronoun its. 
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PSALM IL 



to stand in the judgment; neither the sin- 
ners in the congreffation of the righteous. 

7 But the Lord knoweth the way of the 
righteous, and the way of the ungodly shall 
perish. 

Psalm II. 

THB ESTABLISHMENT OF BAVID'S THRONE A PROFHBOT 

OF Christ's triumph oyer his enemies. 
Proper Psalm for Baxter Day. 

WHY do the heathen so furiously rage 
together, and why do the people ima- 
gine a vam thing ? 

2 The kings of the earth stand up, and the 
rulers take counsel together against the Lord, 
and against his Anointed. 

3 " Let us hreak their bonds asunder, and 
cast away their cords from us." 

4 He that dweUeth in heaven shall lau^h 
them to scorn ; the Lord shall have them m 
derision. 

5 Then shall He speak unto them in his 
wrath, and vex them in his sore displeasure. 

6 " Yet have I set my King upon my 
holy hill of Sion." 



7. Knoweth'] Notes and ap- 
proves. 2 Tim. ii. 19. 

Pi. n.— This and the foUow- 
infr Psalms up to the Forty-first 
inclusive, are commonly as- 
cribed to David, and embrace a 
period of nearly 60 years, from 
B.C. 1063 to B.C. 1016. 

1. Whydotheheaihen\T![ies/t 
words are cited by St. Peter 
as prophetic of the oonfederaqr 



of Herod and Pontios Pilate; 
of Jews and of Gentiles against 
Christ. See Acts U. 25, 26. 

2. His JnoitUed.'] His Mes- 
siah, or Christ. 

8. Let us break their bonds 
asunder^ Sach is the language 
of the rebellious kings. See 
Jer. V. 6 ; Luke xix. 14. 

6. Tet have I set my KirM\ 
The Almighty announces His 
sovereign act. Acts v. 81. 
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7 I will preach the law, whereof the Lord 
hath said unto me, " Thou art my Son, this 
day have I begotten Thee. 

8 Desire of Me, and I shall give thee the 
heathen for thine inheritance, and the utter* 
most parts of the earth for thy possession. 

9 Thou shalt bruise them with a rod of 
iron, and break them in pieces like a potter's 
vesseL" 

10 Be wise now therefore, O ye kings ; be 
learned, ye that are judges of the earth. 

11 Serve the Lord in fear, and rejoice 
unto Him with reverence. 

12 Kiss the Son, lest He be anffry, and so 
je perish from the rieht way if hg Vrath be 
kindled, yea, but a little. Blessed are all 
they that put their trust in Him. 



Psalm III. 

TBUST IN GOD AMID TROUBLES AND DANGERS. 

ORD, how are they increased that trouble 
me ; many are they that rise against me. 



L 



7. / win preach the law^ I 
will declare the decree : The 
Lord hath said unto me, " Thou 
art luy Son," Stc. The decree 
and promise are applicable, first, 
to David and his triumph over 
all his enemies round about; 
but, secondly, and in a more 
especial manner, to the univer- 
sal dominion of Christ. Matt. 
iii. 17 ; xvii. 5 ; Acts xiii. 38. 

9. Thou shalt bruise^ &c.] 
See Rev. ii. 27. 

10. Learned^ Instructed. 
12. Kiss the Son,'] Submit, 



and do homage, to the Son. 
John V. 23. 

And so ye perish from the 
right v>ay, &c.] Or it may be, 
And ve perish in yoiir course, 
for his wrath will shortly 
kindle. 



Ps. m. is in the Bible Ver- 
sion entitled '* A Psalm of David 
when he fled from Absalom his 
son ;" and was, perhaps, used 
as a morning hymn. Psalms 
IV. and V. were also probably 
composed on the same occasion. 



B 2 



Day 1. 



PSALM IV. 



2 Many one there be that say of my soul, 
" There is no help for him in his God. ' 

3 But Thou, O Lord, art my defender; 
Thou art my worship, and the Kfter up of 
my head. 

4 I did call upon the Lord with my voice, 
and He heard me out of his holy hill. 

5 I laid me down and slept, and rose up 
again, for the Lord sustained me. 

6 I will not be afraid for ten thousands of 
the people that have set themselves against 
me round about. 

7 Up, Lord, and help me, O my God, for 
Thou smitest all mine enemies upon the 
cheek-bone; Thou hast broken the teeth of 
the ungodly. 

8 Salvation belongeth unto the Lord, and 
thy blessing is. upon thy people. 

Psalm IV. 

ENTIRE AND JOYFUL OONFIDBNOE IN GOD. 

HEAR me when I call, O God of my 
righteousness : Thou hast set me 
at liberty when I was in trouble ; have 
mercy upon me, and hearken imto my 
prayer. 

2 O ye sons of men, how long will ye 



3. My worshya,'] ** My glory." 

4. ne heard me out of hit 
holy hill.'] Mount Zion, where 
the tabernftcle was placed, the 
site of the future temple. 

7. Thou hast broken the teeth 
of the unffodly.'] As the teeth 



of wild animals are broken or 
daohed out, to destroy their 
power of mischief. 

1. God of my righteous- 
nets :] Avenger of my righteous 
cause. 



PSALM V. 



Day 1. 



blaspheme mine honour, and have such 
pleasure in vanity, .and seek after leasing? 

3 Know this also, that the Lord hath 
chosen to Himself the man that is godly ; 
when I call upon the Lord, He will hear me. 

4 Stand in awe, and sin not; commune 
with your own heart, and in your chamber^ 
and be still. 

5 Offer the sacrifice of righteousness, and 
put your trust in the Lord. 
^Webemanjrthatsay, "Who will 
shew us any good ? ' 

7 Lord, lift Thou up the light of thy 
countenance upon us. 

8 Thou hast put gladness in my heart 
since the time that their corn, and wine, and 
oil increased. 

9 I will lay me down in peace, and take 
my rest; for it is Thou, Lord, only, that 
makest me dwell in safety. 

Psalm V. 

GOD THE BIQHTEOUS JUDOB. 



P 



ONDEE my words, O Lord; consider 
my meditation. 



2. Blaspheme mine honour^ 
Cast reproach upon my dignity 
and gOTemment. 

Seek after leetnng] Study 
and practise deceit. 

3. Know this alto^ But 
know this, that Gk)d Himself, 
and not man, has chosen me to 
he king. 

5. The sactifice of righteouS" 
nesSfl ** Then shall they offer 



sacrifices of righteousness." 
Bent, xxxiii. 19. 

6. There be many that sayi] 
While many are ready to de- 
spair, David trusts in God for 
deliverance. 

8. Thou hast put gladness in 
my heart since the time that their 
corny'] that is. Gladness greater 
than theirs when their com 
and wine abound. 



Day 1. 



PSALM V. 



2 O hearken Thou unto the voice of my 
calling, my King, and my God, for unto 
Thee will I make my prayer. 

3 My voice shalt Thou hear betimes, O 
Lord ; early in the morning will I direct my 
prayer unto Thee, and will look up. 

4 For Thou art the God that hast no 
pleasure in wickedness, neither shall any 
evil dwell with Thee. 

5 Such as be foolish shall not stand in 
thy sight, for Thou hatest all them that 
work vanity. 

6 Thou shalt destroy them that speak 
leasing ; the Lord will abhor both the blood- 
thirsty and deceitful man. 

7 But as for me, I will come into thine 
house, even upon the multitude of thy 
mercy ; and in thy fear will I worship toward 
thy holy temple. 

8 Lead me, O Lord, in thy righteousness, 
because of mine enemies ; make thy way 
plain before my face. 

9 For there is no faithfulness in his mouth, 
their inward parts are very wickedness. 

10 Their tnroat is an open sepulchre, they 
flatter with their tongue. 

11 Destroy Thou them, O God, let them 



3. WUllookup.^Wmheon 
the watch, and wait in faith for 
the answer. Hab. ii. 1. 

4. Thou art the God that 
hatt nojdeaaure in wickedness^ 
The same thought is more fully 
expressed in Hab. i. 13. 

6. Foolish'] wicked. 
Vanity.'] iniquity. 



6. Them that speak leasing/] 
Those who tell lies. 

0. In his mouthy] In their 
month, the mouth of any one 
of them. 

11. Destroy Thou themi]T:^e 
Psalmist calls for, or perhaps 
only foretells, the Divine judg- 
ment, not on his own personal 
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PSALM VI. 



Day 1. 



perish through their own imaginations : cast 
them out in the multitude of their ungod- 
liness, for they have rebelled against Thee. 

12 And let all them that put their trust 
in Thee rejoice; they shall ever be giving 
of thanks, because Thou defendest them ; 
they that love thy Name shall be joyful in 
Thee; 

13 For thou, Lord, wilt give thy blessing 
unto the righteous, and with thy favourable 
kindness wilt Thou defend him as with a 
shield. 



Evening,"] 



Psalm VI. 



[Dayl, 



riiATEBy IN TROUBLE AND AFFLIOTION, ACCSPTSD. 

Proper PacUm for AshrWednetday. 

OLORD, rebuke me not in thine in- 
dignation, neither chasten me in thy 
displeasure. 

2 Have mercy upon me, O Lord, for I am 
weak : O Lord, heal me, for my bones are 
vexed. 

3 My soul also is sore troubled ; but, 
Lord, how long wilt Thou punish me? 

4 Turn Thee, O Lord, and deliver my soul; 
O save me for thy mercy's sake. 



enemies, but on those who 
oppose, and rebel against, the 
will of God. 

Ps. VI.-Thi8 is the first of the 
FenitetUuU Psalms. There are 
seven so called, the others being 
the 3*2d, 38th, 51st, 102d, 130th, 
143d. They are aU used in the 
services of Ash-Wednesday. 



IJ A like petition is found 
in Jer. x. 24, whence it has 
been adopted as one of the 
sentences to be used at the be- 
ginning of Morning and Even- 
ing Prayer. 

3. How hng tcUi Thoupunuh 
mer\ In the Bible Version it 
is simply, " But Thou, O Lord, 
how long P " 



1 



Day 1. 



PSALM VII. 



6 For in death no man remembereth Thee; 
and who will give Thee thanks in the pit? 

6 I am weary of my groaning; every 
night wash I my bed, and water my coucn 
with my tears. 

7 My beauty is gone for very trouble, and 
worn away because of all mine enemies. 

8 Away from me, all ye that work vanity, 
for the Lord hath heard the voice of my 
weeping. 

9 The Lord hath heard my petition ; the 
Lord will receive my prayer. 

10 All mine enemies shall be confounded, 
and sore vexed ; they shall be turned back, 
and put to shame suddenly. 

Psalm VII. 

THB APPEAL OF INNOCENCE AGAINST FALSEHOOD AND 

MALICE. 

OLORD my God, in Thee have I put 
my trust, save me from all them that 
persecute me, and deliver me ; 

2 Lest he devour my soul, like a lion, and 



5. For in death no man re' 
membereth Thee/] The same 
thought is beaatifmly expanded 
in Hesekiah'B prayer, Isaiah 
xxxviii. 18. 

In thepif] In the grave. 

6. Every night wash I my 
bedt &c.] Expressions nsed to 
denote extreme anguish of mind 
or body. See Job viL 3. 

7. My beauty is gone for 
very trovhle^ " Mine eye is con- 
sumed because of grief." 



10. All mine enemies'] It 
must be remembered that the 
enemies of David were rebels 
against him whom Gfod had 
chosen and anointed king of 
Israel. 

Ps. Vn.— Probably written 
by David when suffering under 
the calumnies of some bitter 
enemy or persecutor, as Saul 
or Shimei. I Sam. xxiv. to 
xxvi. ; 2 Sam. xvi. 
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PSALM VII. Day 1. 



tear it in pieces, while there is none to 
help. 

3 O Lord my God, if I have done any 
such thing, or if there be any wickedness in 
my hands ; 

4 If I have rewarded evil unto him that 
dealt friendly with me, yea, I have delivered 
him that without any cause is mine enemy ; 

5 Then let mine enemy persecute my soul, 
and take me, yea, let him tread my life down 
upon the earth, and lay mine honour in the 
dust. 

6 Stand up, O Lord, in thy wrath, and 
lift up thyself, because of the indignation 
of mine enemies; arise up for me in the 
judgment that Thou hast commanded. 

7 And so shall the congregation of the 
people come about Thee ; for their sakes 
therefore lift up thyself again. 

8 The Lord shall judge the people ; give 
sentence with me, O Lord, according to my 
righteousness, and according to the innocency 
that is in me. 

9 O let the wickedness of the ungodly 
come to an end, but guide Thou the just. 

10 For the righteous God trieth the very 
hearts and reins. 



4. Delivered] Bather, per- 
haps, If I have spoiled or 
plundered. 1 Sam. xxiv. 11. 

6. Arise up for me in the 
jtidffmenf] Arise to vindicate 
my canse, and pass a just sen- 
tence on my enemies. 

7. So shall the congelation 



come about Thee f^ An open 
display of the justice of God 
will bring multitudes to acknow- 
ledge and worship Him. 

8. According to my rigkieous- 
nesSy &c.] Inasmuch as I am 
innocent of the crimes laid to 
my charge. 
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Day 1. PSALM VIII. 



11 My help cometh of God, who preserveth 
them that are true of heart. 

12 God is a righteous Judge, strong, and 
patient ; and God is provoked every day. 

13 If a man will not turn, He will whet 
his sword ; He hath ,bent his bow, and made 
it ready. 

14 He hath prepared for him the instru- 
ments of death; He ordaineth his arrows 
against the persecutors. 

15 Behold, he travaileth with mischief, 
he hath conceived sorrow, and brought forth 
imgodliness. 

16 He hath graven and digged up a pit, 
and is fallen himself into the destruction that 
he made for other. 

17 For his travail shall come upon his 
own head, and his wickedness shall fall on 
his own pate. 

18 I will give thanks unto the Lord, ac- 
cording to his righteousness, and I will praise 
the Name of the Lord most High. 

Psalm VIH. 

THE 6L0RT OF OOD IN THE WORKS OF OBSATION. 

Proper Psalm for Ascension Day, 

OLOE.D our Governor, how excellent is 
thy Name in all the world ! Thou that 
hast set thy glory above the heavens ! 



16. Qraven\ Hollowed oat. 

17. iftf /raiyat/] The mischief 
which he was plotting. 

SkaU faU on hit own paie.'] 
Shidl retarn upon himself. 
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P8.Vin.— 1. HowexceUent 
is thy Name] In other words, 
How glorious and excellent 
art Thou !— the name of the 



PSALM VIII. 



Day 1. 



2 Out of the mouth of very babes and 
sucklings hast Thou ordained strength, be- 
cause of thine enemies, that Thou mightest 
still the enemjr and the avenger. 

3 For I will consider thy heavens, even 
the works of thy fingers, the moon and the 
stars, which Thou hast ordained. 

4 What is man, that Thou art mindful of 
him, and the son of man, that Thou visitest 
him? 

5 Thou madest him lower than the angels, 
to crown him with glory and worship. 

6 Thou makest him to have dominion of 
the works of thy hands, and Thou hast put 
all things in subjection under his feet ; 

7 All sheep and oxen, yea, and the beasts 
of the field ; 

8 The fowls of the air, and the fishes of 
the sea, and whatsoever walketh through the 
paths of the seas. 

9 O Lord our Governor, how excellent is 
thy Name in all the world ! 



Lord being put in Scripture 
for the Lord Himself. See Ps. 
XX. 1; Frov. xvUi. 10; Acts 
iy. 10. 

2. Hast Thou ordained 
strength^ Thou hast asserted 
and vindicated thy power. See 
Matt. ii. 11, 25; xxi. 16. See 
also the Collect for the Inno- 
cents' Day. 

Because of thine enemies^ 
With a view to confound those 
who oppose themselves. The 
simple adoration of children 



puts to silence the objections 
of unbelievers. 

4-8.] Whai U man, &c.] 
This passage, in which God's 
gracious condescension and love 
to man are set forth, and the 
exaltation of human nature in 
the person of Jesus Christ fore- 
shown, is quoted by St. Paul, 
Heb. ii. 6—9. See also Gen. 
i. 26—28 ; 1 Cor. xv. 24--27 ; 
Ephes. i. 22. 

7. Ths beasts of the field/] 
that is, The wild beasts. 
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Dat 2. 



PSALM IX. 



Morning,'] 



Psalm IX. 



[2>ay2. 



THANKSGiynro vob tictobt, and pratsb fob futubb 

HELP AND SAFETY. 

I WILL give thanks unto Thee, O Lord, 
with my whole heart; I will speak of 
all thy marvellous works, 

2 1 will be glad and rejoice in Thee^ea, 
my songs will 1 make of thy Name, O Thon 
most Highest. 

3 While mine enemies are driven back, 
they shall fall and perish at thy presence. 

4 For Thou hast maintained my right and 
my cause, Thou art set in the throne that 
judgest right. 

5 Thou hast rebuked the heathen, and 
destroyed the ungodly; Thou hast put out 
their name for ever and ever. 

6 O thou enemy, destructions are come to 
a perpetual end, even as the cities which 
thou hast destroyed; their memorial is 
perished with them. 

7 But the Lord shall endure for ever. He 
hath also prepared his seat for judgment. 

8 For He shall judge the world in right- 
eousness, and minister true judgment unto 
the people. 



8. While mn^enemigsjWhen. 
mj enemiet. 

4. Thou hast medtUained my 
riffht and my eatue^ more clear- 
ly. Thou luitt maintained my 
righteoiu cause. 

6. TAtfA^fo^^Mj The hostile 



nations. 

6. Destmdiotu are come, 
&c.] Thy ravages and destmo- 
tions are come to an end ; thon 
art now even as the cities which 
thou hast overthrown; with 
them thy memory is perished. 
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PSALM IX. Day 2. 



9 The Lord also will be a defence for the 
oppressed, even a refiige in due time of 
trouble. 

10 And they that know thy Name will 
put their trust in Thee ; for Thou, Lord, hast 
never failed them that seek Thee. 

no praise the Lord which dwelleth'in 
Sion ; shew the people of his doings. 

12 For, when He maketh inquisition for 
blood, He remembereth them, and forgetteth 
not the complaint of the poor. 

13 Have mercy upon me, O Lord; con- 
sider the trouble which I suffer of them 
that hate me, Thou that liftest me up from 
the gates of death ; 

14 That I may shew all thy praises within 
the ports of the daughter of Bion ; I will 
rejoice in thy salvation. 

15 The heathen are sunk down in the pit 
that they made ; in the same net which they 
hid privily, is their foot taken. 

16 The Lord is known to execute judg- 
ment ; the ungodly is trapped in the work of 
his own hands. 



9. Even a refuge in due 
time of trouble.] A present, 
seasonable help in time of 
trouble. 

10. I'Aey that know thy 
Name"] They that acknowledge 
thy power and mercy. 

11. Shew the people of Ms 
doinffs.'] Proclaim nis deeds 
among the nations. 

12. When He maketh inquin- 
turn] When He takes account of 
the blood which has been shed. | 



See Gren. iy. 10. 

12. He remembereth them^ 
The bloodshedders and oppres- 
sors, for ven^^ance ; or the op- 
pressed, in mercy and pity. 

1 4. The ports of the daugh- 
ter of Sion/] The gates of 
Jerusalem. 

16. The Lord is knoum to 
execute judgment/] " The Lord 
is known by tlie judgment 
which He executeth." 



IS 



DAT 2. PSALM X. 



17 The wicked shall be turned into hell, 
and all the people that forget Grod. 

18 For the poor shall not alway be forgot- 
ten, the patient abiding of the meek shall 
not perish for ever. 

19 Up, Lord, and let not man have the 
upper hand; let the heathen be judged in 
thy sight. 

20 Put them in fear, O Lord, that the hea- 
then may know themselves to be but men. 

Psalm X. 

THE CRT OF THE POOR AGAINST THE OPPRESSOR. 

WHY standest Thou so far off, O Lord, 
and hidest thy face in the needful 
time of trouble ? 

2 The ungodly for his own lust doth per- 
secute the poor : let them be taken in the 
crafty wiliness that they have imagined. 

3 For the ungodly hath made boast of his 
own heart's desire, and speaketh good of the 
covetous, whom God abhorreth. 

4 The ungodly is so proud, that he careth 
not for God, neither is God in all. his 



thoughts. 



17. The wicked shall be 
turned into helQ A 8olemn 
prediction and warning of death 
and destruction to all who for- 
get Ood and serve Him not. 
The word Hell here means the 
region of outer darkness. 

20. Jo ***«/««».] Utterly 

14, 



powerless of themselves, and 
unable to stand against God. 

2. Let them] The ungodly. 

3. The ungodly hath made 
boast of his own hearfs desirey] 
Speaks with praise and com- 
placency of his evil lusts. 



PSALM X. Dat 2. 



6 His ways are alway grievous ; thy judg- 
ments are mr above out of his signt, and 
therefore defieth he all his enemies. 

6 For he hath said in his heart, " Tush, 
I shall never be cast down, there shall no 
harm happen unto me." 

7 His mouth is full of cursing, deceit, and 
fraud : under his tongue is ungodliness and 

vanily- 

8 He sitteth lurking in the thievish comers 
of the streets, and privily in his lurking dens 
doth he murder the innocent; his eyes are 
set against the poor. 

9 For he lieth waiting secretly; even as 
a lion lurketh he in his den, that he may 
ravish the poor. 

10 He doth ravish the poor, when he 
getteth him into his net. 

11 He falleth down, and humbleth him- 
self, that the congregation of the poor may 
fall into the hands of his captains. 

12 He hath said in his heart, " Tush, 
God hath forgotten. He hideth away his face, 
and He will never see it." 

13 Arise, O Lord God, and lift up thine 
hand ; forget not the poor. 



5. Hit wayt are alway 
grievous /] The meaning seems 
rather to be. His ways are alway 
prosperous, ne succeeds in all his 
nndertakiags. Ps. Ixxiii. 4^—7. 

7. "Under his tongneX In 
allusion to the poison of ser- 
pents, which is concealed under 
their teeth. 



9. Bmo%8K\ Seize and prey 
upon. 

11. ThcA the congregation of 
fhe poor^ &c.] That the poor 
and helpless may fall into his 
gripe or clutches. The Bible 
Version renders it, "may fall 
by his strong ones.*' 
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Day 2. 



PSALM XL 



14 Wherefore should the wicked blas- 
pheme God, while he doth say in his heart, 
" Tush, Thou God carest not for it." 

16 Surely Thou hast seen it, for Thou 
beholdest ungodliness and wrong. 

16 That Thou mayest take the matter 
into thine hand : the poor committeth himself 
unto Thee ; for Thou art the helper of the 
friendless. 

17 Break Thou the power of the ungodly 
and malicious; take away his ungodliness, 
and Thou shalt find none. 

18 The Lord is King for ever and ever, 
and the heathen are perished out of the land. 

19 Lord, Thou hast heard the desire of the 
poor ; Thou preparest their heart, and thine 
ear hearkenetn tnereto ; 

20 To help the fatherless and poor unto 
their right, that the man of the earth be no 
more exalted against them. 

Psalm XI. 

TRUST IN GOD IN TIMES OF DANGEB AND PERPLEZITT. 

IN the Lord put I my trust ; how say ye 
then to my soul, that she should flee as 
a bird unto the hill ? 

2 For lo, the ungodly bend their bow, and 



17. Take away hit ungodli- 
ness^ Track out his wickedness, 
till there be no more to dis- 
cover. 

18. The heathen are perisksd] 
Shall be removed and disappear 

^Uke the Canaanites — out of 

the land. 



Ps. XI. seems to have been 
composed by David on some 
occasion of imminent danger, 

yerhaps when forewarned by 
onathan of Sanl's intention to 
kill him. See 1 Sam. xix. 2. 
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PSALM XII. Day 2. 



make ready their arrows within the quiver, 
that they may privily shoot at them which 
are true of heart. 

3 For the foundations will be cast down ; 
and what hath the righteous done ? 

4 The Lord is in his holy temple ; the 
Lord's seat is in heaven. 

5 His eyes consider the poor, and his eye- 
lids try the children of men. 

6 The Lord alloweth the righteous: but 
the ungodly, and him that delighteth in 
wickedness, doth his soul abhor. 

7 Upon the ungodly He shall rain snares, 
fire and brimstone, storm and tempest ; this 
shall be their portion to drink. 

8 For the righteous Lord loveth righteous- 
ness ; his countenance will behold the thing 
that is just. 

Evening.'] PSALM XIL [Day 2. 

APPEAL TO OOD FOB HELP AGAINST TREAOHEBOUS MSN. 

HELP me, Lord, for there is not one 
godly man leftj for the faithful are 
minished from among the children of men. 
2 They talk of vanity every one with his 



3. For the foundations, &c.] 
David's friendA urge him to fly 
by askiDg what the righteous 
roan, the servant of God, can 
do when the foundation of 
all right and justice is over- 
thrownP David replies, he 
must still hold fast his faith in 
6od*8 over-ruling Providence, 
for assuredly The Lord is in his 



holy temple, the Lord's seat is 
in heaven. 

6. Alloweth'] «The Lord 
trieth the righteous/" 



, n 



XIL— 1. Minished] Dimin- 
ished, reduced in numher. 

2. They talk of vanity] They 
speak deceitfully. 

~yi 



DAT 2. 



PSALM XII. 



neighbour: they do but flatter with their 
lips, and dissemble in their double heart. 

3 The Lord shall root out all deceitful 
lips, and the tongue that speaketh proud 
things ; 

4 Which have said, "With our tongue 
will we prevail; we are they that ought to 
speak : who is lord over us ?" 

5 Now for the comfortless troubles' sake 
of the needy, and because of the deep 
sighing of the poor, 

6 "I will up," saith the Lord, " and will 
help every one from him that swelleth against 
him, and will set him at rest." 

7 The words of the Lord are pure words : 
even as the silver, which from the earth is 
tried, and purified seven times in the fire. 

8 Thou shalt keep them, O Lord, Thou 
shalt preserve him from this generation for 
ever. 

9 The ungodly walk on every side ; when 
they are exalted, the children of men are put 
to rebuke. 



3, All deceitful lipSy &c.] 
The Lord will destroy liars, 
double-tongued flatterers, and 
proud boasters. 

4. We are they that ought to 
apeak {] " Our lips are our own," 
we will say .what we please. 

7. Even <u the silver^ which 
from the earth is tried^ "As sil- 
yer tried in a furnace of earth." 



8. Thou shalt preserve him] 
rather, Them, the poor. 

9. The ungodly walk on every 
sidei] that is, The ungodly 
abound on all sides; when 
they rise to power, tliose sub- 
ject to them are oppressed. 
Or, The wicked stalk about 
openly, when the vilest of the 
sons of men are exalted. 
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PSALMS XIIL XIV. 



Day 2. 



Psalm XIII, 

PBATEB IN DEJECTION OF SPIRITS. 

HOW long wilt Thou forget me, O Lord ? 
I for ever? how long wilt Thou hide thy 

face from me ? 

2 How long shall I seek counsel in my 
soul, and be so vexed in my heart ? how long 
shall mine enemies triumph over me ? 

3 Consider, and hear me, O Lord my God ; 
lighten mine eyes, that I sleep not in death. 

4 Lest mine enemy say, " i have prevailed 
against him;" for if I be cast down, they 
that trouble me will rejoice at it. 

5 But my trust is m thy mercy, and my 
heart is joyful in thy salvation. 

6 I will sing of the Lord, because He hath 
dealt so lovingly with me : yea, I will praise 
the name of the Lord Most Highest, 

Psalm XIV. 

THE CORBUFnON AND WICKEDNESS OF UNBELIlSyEBS, 

THE fool hath said in his heart, « There 
is no God." 
2 They are corrupt, and become abomi- 



Ps. XIII.— Written by David 
probably when he was reduced 
to ^reat straits by the perse- 
cution of Sanl. 

2. How long shall I teek 
counsel^ &c.] How long shall 
I revolve plans of escape and 
safety in my mind P 

8. lAghten my eyes that I 
sleep not in death,"] Sustain 



and deliver me lest I perish^ 
or sleep the sleep of death. 
See 1 Sam. xiv. 27. 

Fs. XrV. will be found to 
he almost the same as the 
Fifty-third. 

1. The fool hath said in his 
heart,] "Their foolish heart 
was darkened.*' Bom. i. 21. 



c2 
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Day 2. 



PSALM XIV. 



nable in their doings : there is none that doeth 
good, no not one. 

3 The Ijord looked down from heaven 
upon the children of men, to see if there were 
any that would understand, and seek after God, 

4 But they are all gone out of the way, 
they are altogether become abominable; there 
is none that doeth good, no not one. 

6 Their throat is an open sepulchre, with 
their tongues have they deceived ; the poison 
of asjM is under their lips. 

6 Their mouth is full of cursing and bit- 
terness ; their feet are swift to shed blood. 

7 Destruction and unhappiness is in their 
ways, and the way of peace have they not 
known ; there is no fear of God before their 
eyes. 

8 Have they no knowledge, that they are 
all such workers of mischief, eating up my 
people as it were bread, and call not upon the 

9 There were they brought in great fear, 
even where no fear was ; for God is in the 
generation of the righteous. 

10 As for you, ye have made a mock at 
the counsel of the poor ; because he putteth 
his trust in the Lord. 



8, Th^ Lord looked down 
from heaven] **And God 
looked opon the earth, and 
behold, it wai cornipt, for all 
flesh had corrupted his way 
upon the earth." See Gen. 

VI. la. 
6—8.] Tliese yerses are not 



in the Bible translation, bbt 
are quoted by St. Paul, Rom. 
iii. 13 — 18, from a translation 
(called the Septnagint) of the 
Old Testament into Greek, 
which was made 277 years be- 
fore Christ. 
10. Jbtf ,] The enemies of God. 
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PSALM XV. Day S. 



11 Who shall give salyation unto Israel 
out of Sion? When the Lord tumeth the 
captivity of his people, then shall Jacob 
rejoice, and Israel shall be glad. 



Moming.] PSALM XV. [2% 3. 

THB FATTBBN OF ▲ TBUB MEMBBB OF THE CHURCH, 

Proper Psalm for AtcentUm Day. 

LORD, who shall dwell in thy tabernacle, 
or who shall rest upon thy holy hill ? 

2 Even he that leadeth an uncorrupt life, 
and doeth the thing which is right, and speak- 
eth the truth from his heart. 

3 He that hath used no deceit in his tongue, 
nor done evil to his neighbour, and hath not 
slandered his neighbour. 

4 He that setteth not by himself, but is 
lowly in his own eyes, and maketh much of 
them that fear the Lord. 

6 He that sweareth unto his neighbour, 
and disappointeth him not, though it were to 
his own hindrance. 



1 1 . Who shall give seUvaiion] 
*' Oh, that the salvation of Israel 
were come out of Zion." See 
Ps. liii. 7. 

When, the Lord tumeth] 
When the Lord shall deliver 
his people from the bondage 
of their sins. " Though we be 
tied and bound with the chnin 
of onr sins, yet let the pitifnl- 
ness of thy great mercy loose 
us." See Occasional Prayers. 



Ps. XV. — As the preceding 
Psalm describes the character 
of the unbeliever and ungodly, 
so this Psalm exhibits the pat- 
tern of the true servant of 
God. 

4. Ee that eetteth not hf 
himself^ He thtit doth not 
make much of himself, nor 
" think of himself more highly 
than he ought to think.'* Rom. 
xii. 2 ; see also Matt. ziv. 11. 
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Day 3. 



PSALM XVL 



6 He that hath not given his money upon 
"USiiry, nor taken reward against the innocent. 

7 Whoso doeth these things jjhall never 
faU. 



Psalm XVI. 

TRUST IN GOD, CONTENTMENT, AND HOPE. 

PRESERVE me, O God ; for in Thee have 
I put my trust. 

2 O my soul, thou hast said unto the Lord, 
*' Thou art my God ; my goods are nothing 
unto Thee." 

3 All my delight is upon the saints, that 
are in the earth, and upon such as excel in 
virtue. 

4 But they that run after another god 
shall have great trouble. 

5 Their drink-offerings of blood will I not 
offer, neither make mention of their names 
within my lips. 



6. Hath not given his money 

rusury^ The practice coa- 
led is not that of lending 
money on interest to a mer- 
chant to trade with, but that of 
extorting usurious interest from 
the necessities of a poor brother; 
and this was strictly forbidden 
by the law of Moses. See 
Exod. xxii. 26 ; Deut. xxiii. 19, 
20 ; xxiv. 10-13. 

6. Nor taken rewarcf] that 
is, A bribe to bear false wit- 
ness. 

Ps. XVI. — ^David expresses 
his entire dependence upon 



Jehovah, his abhorrence of 
idolatry, his thankfulness for 
the lot assigned to him, and 
his belief of a future resur- 
rection. 

2. My goods are nothing 
unto Thee!} My good is not 
without, or independent of, 
Thee ; nay, rather it is wholly 
in Thee who art my highest 
good. See Ps. Ixxiii. 24t. 

5. Theirdrink-oJferingSjSiC.'] 
I will be no party to their 
oflferings of blood ; I will not 
even pronounce the names of 
their idol-gods. 
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PSALM XVI. 



Days. 



6 The Lord Himself is the portion of mine 
inheritance, and of my cup ; Thou shalt main- 
tain my lot. 

7 The lot is fallen unto me in a fair ground ; 
yea, I have a goodly heritage. 

8 I will thank the Lord for giving me 
warning: my reins also chasten me in the 
night-season. 

9 I have set God always before me ; for 
He is on my right hand, therefore I shall not 
fall. 

10 Wherefore my heart was glad, and my 
glory rejoiced ; my flesh also shall rest in 
hope. 

11 For why ? Thou shalt not leave my soul 
in hell ; neither shalt Thou suffer thy Holy 
One to see corruption. 

12 Thou shalt shew me the path of life : 
in thy presence is the fulness of joy; and at 
thy right hand there is pleasure for ever- 
more. 



6. ShaU maintain my lot.^ 
Sustain me in my rightful in- 
heritance. 

7. The lot isfalUn unto me] 
A pleasant country and sphere 
have heen measured out to me 
hy line; hut David had de- 
clared in the preceding verse, 
"The Lord Himself is my por- 
tion." See Lam. iii. 24. 

8. Wiaminp:'] Counsel. 
My reins also chasten nsey 

&c.] My secret thoughts re- 
mind me of God*B holiness and 
loving mercy. 



9. For He is] Because He 
is. 

10. My glory] that is, My 
soul, or it may be, My tongue. 

11. In heU;] In the place 
of departed spirits. St. Peter, 
Acts ii. 81, declares that "David 
here spake of the resurrection 
of Christ." See also Acts 
xiii. 36. 

12. The path of life :] God 
in his infinite mercy opened 
the way of life eternal by the 
resurrection and ascension of 
Christ. 
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Days. 



PSALM XVIL 



Psalm XVIL 

THB FBAYIBB OF THE BIGHTEOUS MAN. 

HEAR the right, O Lord, consider my com- 
plaint; and hearken unto my prayer, 
that goeth not out of feigned lips. 

2 Let my sentence come forth from thy 
presence, and let thine eyes look upon the 
thingthat is equal. 

3 Thou hast proved and visited mine heart 
in the night-season ; Thou hast tried me, and 
shalt find no wickedness in me; for I am 
utterly purposed that my mouth shall not 
oflfend. 

4 Because of men's works, that are done 
against the words of thy lips, I have kept 
me from the ways of the destroyer. 

5 O hold Thou up my goings in thy paths, 
that my footsteps slip not. 

6 I have called upon Thee, O God, for 
Thou shalt hear me ; mcline thine ear to me, 
and hearken unto my words. 

7 Shew thy marvellous loving-kindness, 
Thou that art the Saviour of them which put 
their trust in Thee, from such as resist thy 
right hand. 



XVII.— 1. Hear the right, 
Lord,] " We know that God 
heareth not nnners, but if anv 
man be a worshipper of Gkid, 
and doeth his will, him He 
heareth.*' John ix. 31 ; see 
also James v. 17. 

8. TJum hast proved] David 
does not fear to appeal to God's 

24 



knowledge of the sincerity and 
uprightness of his heart. 

4. Because of mevCs worhs^ 
As for the doings of men, I 
have, by obeying thy word, and 
following thy commandment, 
taken heed of and avoided the 
ways of the destroyer. See 
Fs. cxix. 11. 



PSALM XVIL 



Dat8. 



8 Keep me as the apple of an eye ; hide 
me under the shadow of thy wings, 

9 From the ungodly that trouble me : mine 
jenemies compass me round about to take 
away my soul. 

10 They are inclosed in their own fat, and 
their mouth speaketh proud things. 

11 They lie waiting in our way on every 
side, turning their eyes down to the ground ; 

12 Like afs a lion that is greedy of his 
prey, and as it were a lion's whelp, lurking 
m secret places. 

13 Up, Lord, disappoint him, and cast him 
down: deliver my soul from the ungodly, 
which is a sword of thine ; 

14 From the men of thy hand, Lord, 
from the men, I say, and from the evil world; 
which have their portion in this life, whose 
bellies Thou fillest with thy hid treasure. 

15 They have children at their desire, 
and leave the rest of their substance for their 
babes. 



9. From the ungodly that 
trouble me :] ** from the wicked 
that oppress me, from my 
deadly eDemies who compass 
me about." 

10. They are inclosed in 
their own fal,l The pampered 
and bloated body denotes pride, 
sensuality, and moral deadness. 

1 1 . Turning their eyea down 
to the ground f\ or, They fix 
their eyes, and are intent on 
casting me down. 

13. A sword of thine/] The 
wicked are instmments of ven- 
geance in the hand of God. 



** O Assyrian, the rod of mine 
anger." Isa. x. 5. 

14. From the men of thy 
handJ From the men of the 
world, who are instrumentB in 
thy hand. 

Thy hid treasure.'] Thy rich- 
est and most delicate dainties. 
Snch men may seem to prosper 
for a time, but sooner or later 
God's justice is vindicated. 
See Ps. Ixxiii. 12, and Luke 
xvi. 26. 

15. They have children at 
their desire^'] They have a 
numerous family, and leave 
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DAT 3. 



PSALM XVIIL 



16 But as for me, I will behold thy pre- 
sence in righteousness ; and when I awake up 
after thy likeness, I shall be satisfied with it. 



Evening,'] 



Psalm XVIII, 



[Day 3. 



A BONG OF YIOTOBT AND THANKSGIVINa. 

I WILL love Thee, O Lord, my strength ; 
the Lord is my stony rock, and my de- 
fence, my Saviour, my God, and my might, 
in whom I will trust, my buckler, the horn 
also of my salvation^ and my refuge. 

2 I will call upon the Lord, which is worthy 
to be praised ; so shall I be safe from mine 
enemies, 

3 The sorrows of death compassed me; 
and the overflowings of ungodliness made me 
afraid. 

4 The pains of hell came about me ; the 
snares of death overtook me. 



their overflowing abundance to 
their children. 

16. But as for m^J But for 
my part, in8t«ad of looking for 
happiness to anything which 
this world can afford, 1 will 
seek it iu God*8 presence alone, 
where is fulness of joy. 

WAen I awake up, &c.] I, 
when I awake from the sleep 
of death, 9hall have my full 
satisfaction in thy image, and 
in being made like unto Thee. 
$ee 1 John iii. 2. 

Ps.XVin.—«* David spake 
unto the Lord the words of 
this song, in the day that the 



Lord had delivered him out of 
the hand of all his enemies, 
and out of the hand of Saul." 
2 Sam. xxii. 1.^ The chapter 
which foUo^rs is, with a few 
variations, the same as this 
Psalm. The date of it is about 
B.C. 1018. 

1. The horn of my salvation^ 
A common figure derived from 
the horn of animals, which is 
their defence and protection. 

3. Overfiotoingg of ungodli- 
ness] " The floods of ungodly 
men." 

4. The pains of helt] The 
fears and perils of destruction 
and the grave. 
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PSALM XVIIL 



Dat8» 



5 In my trouble I will call upon the Lord, 
and complain unto mj God. 

6 So shall He hear my voice out of his holy 
temple, and my complaint shall come before 
Him ; it shall enter even into his ears. 

7 The earth trembled and quaked; the 
very foundations also of the hills shook and 
were removed, because He was wroth. 

8 There went a smoke out in his presence, 
and a consuming fire out of his moutn, so that 
coals were kindled at it 

9 He bowed the heavens also, and came 
down, and it was dark under his feet. 

10 He rode upon the cherubims, and did fly; 
He came flying upon the wings of the wind. 

11 He made darkness his secret place, bis 
pavilion round about Him with dark water, 
and thick clouds to cover Him. 

12 At the brightness of his presence his 
clouds removed ; hailstones, and coals of fire. 

13 The Lord also thundered out of heaven, 
and the Highest gave his thunder; hailstones 
and coals of fire. 

14 He sent out his arrows, and scattered 
them ; He cast forth lightnings, and destroyed 
them. 

15 The springs of waters were seen, and 
the foundations of the round world were dis- 
covered, at thy chiding, O Lord; at the 
blasting of the breath of thy displeasure. 



7. The earth trembled) Verses 
7 — 19 contain a sublime de- 
scription of the interposition 
of Jehovah in behalf of David. 



Compare Exod. zix. 16. 

8. Out in hu presence,'] "Out 
of his nostrils. 
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DAT 8. 



PSALM XVIIL 



16 He shall send down from on high to 
fetch me; and shall take me out of manj 
waters. 

17 He shall deliver me from my strongest 
enemy, and from them which hate me, for 
they are too mighty for me. 

18 They prevented me in the day of my 
trouble, but the Lord was my upholder. 

19 He brought me forth also into a place 
of liberty ; He brought me forth, even because 
He had a favour unto me. 

20 The Lord shall reward me after my 
righteous dealing ; according to the cleanness 
of my hands shall He recompense me. 

21 Because I have kept the ways of the 
Lord, and have not forsaten my God, as the 
wicked doth. 

22 For I have an eye unto all his laws, and 
will not cast out his commandments from me. 

23 I was also uncorrupt before Him, and 
eschewed mine own wickedness. 

24 Therefore shall the Lord reward me 
after my righteous dealing, and according unto 
the cleanness of my hands in his eye-sight. 

25 With the holy Thou shalt be holy, and 
with a perfect man Thou shalt be perfect; 



18. They prevented] Sur- 
prised or snrroanded ine. 

20 — 24. M^ righteout deal- 
ing f\ David Id here, probably, 
referring to his condact in the 
matters between himself and 
Saol ; bat even if he be under- 
stood to assert his own right- 
eousness more generally ,it must 
be remembered that he was the 



chosen champion of Jehovah 
against the heathen, and was 
constant to the worship of the 
one true Qod. 

23. Etchewedl Renonnoed 
my own wickedness. David 
felt the inward temptation 
to sin, but withstood it. See 
1 Kings xiv. 8, and xv. 6. 

26. WUh the holy, &c.] 
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PSALM XVIII. 



Day 3. 



26 With the clean Thou shalt be clean, 
and with the froward Thou shalt learn fro- 
wardness. 

27 For Thou shalt save the people that 
are in adversity, and shalt bring down the 
high looks of the proud. 

28 Thou also shalt light my candle ; the 
Lord my God shall make my darkness to be 
light 

29 For in Thee I shall discomfit an host 
of men, and with the help of my God I shall 
leap over the wall. 

30 The way of God is an undefiled way ; 
the word of the Lord also is tried in the fire ; 
He is the defender of all them that put their 
trust in Him. 

31 For who is God, but the Lord ? or who 
hath any strength, except our God ? 

32 It is God that girdeth me with strength 
of war, and maketh my way perfect. 

33 He maketh my feet like harts' feet, and 
setteth me up on high. 

34 He teacheth mine hands to fight, and 
mine arms shall break even a bow of steel. 



« With the merciful Thou wilt 
shew thyself merciful." God's 
dealings with men will be ac- 
cording to their actions and dis- 
positions. Matt. yii. 3 ; Gal. vi. 8. 

26. Wiik the froward] To 
the wilful Thou provest thyself 
stern and severe. Lev. xxvi. 
23,24. 

28. Thou also shalt light my 
eaudle i] Shalt restore me to 
joy and prosperity. Job xviii. 
5, 6 ; Ps. zxvii. 1 ; cxii. 4. See 



3d Collect at Evening Prayer, 
" Lighten our darkness, we be- 
seech Thee, Lord." 

29. Discomfif] Defeat. 

/ shall leap over the wall.'] 
I have scaled and passed as 
a conqueror over the walls of 
fenced cities. 

33. Maketh my feet like 
harti feet^] Endues me with 
the swiftness of a hart to 
pursue and overtake my ene- 
mies. Compare 1 Chrou. xii. 8. 



29 



Day 8. 



PSALM XVIII. 



35 Thou hast given me the defence of 
thy salvation: thy right hand also shall 
hold me np, and thy loving correction shall 
make me great. 

36 Thou shalt make room enough under 
me for to go, that my footsteps shall not 
sKde. 

37 I will follow upon mine enemies, and 
overtake them ; neither will I turn again till 
I have destroyed them, 

38 I will smite them, that they shall not 
be able to stand, but fall imder my feet. 

39 Thou hast girded me with strength 
unto the battle; Thou shalt throw down 
mine enemies under me. 

40 Thou hast made mine enemies also to 
turn their backs upon me ; and I shall de- 
stroy them that hate me. 

41 They shall cry, but there shall be none 
to help them ; yea, even unto the Lord shall 
they cry, but He shall not hear them. 

42 I will beat them as small as the dust 
before the wind ; I will cast them out as the 
clay in the streets. 

43 Thou shalt deliver me from the striv- 
ings of the people, and Thou shalt make me 
the head of the heathen. 



L_J 



35. Thy loving correction 
shall make me great.'] See Beat, 
viii. 16. 

86 — 45.] The victorious 
course of David seems in these 
verses to be prophetic of the 
spiritual victories of the Mes- 
siah. 

36. Boom enough under me 



for to go^ Thou hast opexied 
before me a large uuencumoered 
pathway. 

37. / will follow upon mine 
enemies^ 1 Sam. xxx. 8. 

43. Head of the heathen^ 
A title or description still more 
applicable to the Messiah than 
to David. See Isa. Ix. 12. 
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PSALM xvni. 



Bat 8. 



44 A people whom I have not known, 
shall serve me. 

45 As soon as they hear of me, they shall 
obey me ; but the strange children shall dis- 
semble with me, 

46 The strange children shall fail, and be 
afraid out of their prisons. 

47 The Lord liveth ; and blessed be my 
strong helper, and praised be the God of my 
salvation. 

48 Even the God that seeth that I be 
avenged, and snbdueth the people unto me. 

49 It is He that delivereth me from my 
cruel enemies, and setteth me up above mine 
adversaries: Thou shalt rid me from the 
wicked man. 

50 For this cause will I give thanks unto 
Thee, O Lord, among the Gentiles, and sing 
praises unto thy Name, 

51 Great prosperity giveth He unto his 
King, and sheweth loving-kindness unto 
David his Anointed, and unto his seed for 
evermore. 



45. Shall dissemble with me."] 
Shall feign sabmission through 
fear. 

46. Shall fail^ and he afraid 
out of their prisons^ " Fade 
away, and be afraid out of their 
close places." 

49. Thou shalt rid me from 
the wicked man."] " Thou hast 
delivered me from the violent 
man" (Saul). 

50. For this cause tcill I 



give thanks] This verse is 
quoted by St. Paul, Rom. 3iy. 
9, as foreshowing that the Gen- 
tiles would one day glorify God 
for his mercy in Christ. 

51. Great prosperity] Great 
deliverance. 

His King^ David, divinely 
called to the crown. 

His seed for evermore.] The 
King Messiah, whose kingdom 
is without end. 
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DAT 4. PSALM XIX. 



Mommg.] PSALM XIX. [Day i. 

THE HEAYSNS, OOD'S TEACHSB8 TO ALL NATIONS. 

Proper Psalm for Christmas Day, 

THE heavens declare the glory of God, 
and the firmament sheweth his handy- 
work. 

2 One day telleth another, and one night 
certifieth another. 

3 There is neither speech nor langaage, 
but their voices are heard among them, 

4 Their sound is gone out into all lands, 
and their words into the ends of the world. 

5 In them hath He set a tabernacle for the 
sun ; which cometh forth as a bridegroom out 
of his chamber, and rejoice th as a giant to 
run his course. 

6 It goeth forth from the uttermost part 
of the heaven, and runneth about imto the 
end of it again; and there is nothing hid 
from the heat thereof. 

7 The law of the Lord is an undefiled 
law, converting the soul; the testimony of 



XIX.— 2. One day telleth 
another^ " Dav unto day utter- 
eth speech, and night onto night 
sheweth knowledge." Compare 
fiom. i. 10, 20. 

8. There is neither speech! 
No sound is heard ; but, tnough 
silent, they bear a most intelli- 
gible and significant witness. 

4. 7%Wr sound is gone ouf} 
Ood reveals .Himself by the 
works of creation throughout 
_ 



the world. Bom. i. 20. St. 
Paul cites the words as appli- 
cable to the universal proclam- 
ation of the Gospel. See Rom. 
X. 18. 

5. Js a gianf] rather, *^ As 
a strong man." 

7, 8. The law of the LorcT] 
The word of Ghod is the spi- 
ritual sun, which enlightens the 
mind and rejoices the heart of 
mankind. 



PSALM XIX. DAT 4. 



the Lord is sure, and giveth wisdom unto the 
simple. 

8 The statutes of the Lord are right, and 
rejoice the heart ; the commandment of the 
Lord is pure, and giveth light unto the eyes. 

9 The fear of ^e Lord is clean, and en- 
dureth for ever ; the judgments of the Lord 
are true, and righteous altogether. 

10 More to be desired are they than gold, 
yea, than much fine gold ; sweeter also than 
honey, and the honey-comb. 

11 Moreover, by them is thy servant 
taught; and in keeping of them there is 
great reward. 

12 Who can tell how oft he offendeth; 
O cleanse Thou me from my secret faults. 

13 Keep thy servant also from presump- 
tuous sins, lest they get the dominion over 
me; so shall I be undefiled, and innocent 
from the great offence. 

14 Let the words of my mouth, and the 
meditation of my heart, be alway acceptable 
in thy sight, 

15 O Lord! my strength, and my re- 
deemer. 

10. The Aoney'Comb.loTyM in 13. Presunqatuotui] Wilful 

the margin of the BibleVenrion, 
" thedroppingof honey-combs." 

12. My secret faulU,}YBaii» 
and offences which are hidden 
from the world ; as evil thoughts 
and desires, pride, sloth, self- 
indulgence, oovetousness, and 
the "negligences and igno- 
rances " for which we beseech 
Qod*8 pardon in the Litany. 



and deliberate, sins. 

The greai offence.^ "The 
great transnession." xLebellion 
against Qod, and open defiance 
of his law. Some understand 
it to mean simply, much ini- 
quity. Verses 12 and 13 form 
a prayer which should be always 
in the heart, and often on the 
Ups of the Christian. 
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Day 4. 



PSALM XX. 



Psalm XX. 

THX FBATEB OF THE PSOPLB FOB THBI& KnTG- ON THB 

EYB OF BATTLE. 

THE Lord hear thee in the day of trou- 
ble; the Name of the God of Jacob 
defend thee. 

2 Send thee help from the sanctuary, and 
strengthen thee out of Sion ; 

3 Remember all thy offerings, and accept 
thy bamt-sacrifice ; 

4 Grant thee thy heart's desire, and fulfil 
all thy mind. 

5 We will rejoice in thy salvation, and 
triumph in the Name of the Lord our God : 
the Lord perform all thy petitions. 

6 Now know I, that the Lord helpeth his 
Anointed, and will hear him from his holy 
heaven, even with the wholesome strength of 
his right hand. 

7 bome put their trust in chariots, and 
some in horses ; but we will remember the 
Name of the Lord our God. 



Pi. XX. if a beautiful exam- 
ple of the intercession of a 
people for their sovereign. 

1. Day of irovhU;'] The 
time of distress and adversity. 

8, Remember all thy offer- 
inffifl It was the custom of 
the Israelites, before entering 
npon a campaign or a battle, to 
oner sacrifices unto the Lord. 
1 Sam. ziii. 8, 0. 

6. Thy ealvatUm^ The pre- 
servation and safety which we 



owe to Thee. 

6. The wholesome strenffth"] 
The saving strength. 

7. Some put their trttsf] No 
lesson was more earnestly and 
repeatedly impressed upon the 
hearts of the Israelites than 
that of trusting for success and 
victory not on the might of 
their armies, but on the favour 
and protection of Jehovah, the 
God of battles. See Dent, 
xvii. 16 ; Isa. xxxi. 1. 



84 



PSALM XXI. Day 4. 



8 They are brought down, and fallen ; but 
we are risen, and stand upright. 

9 Save, Lord, and hear us, O King of 
heaven, when we call upon Thee. 

Psalm XXI. 

PRAYEB ANSWERED. — THANKBGIYIKO POR VICTORY. 

Proper Psalm for Ascension Day, 

THE King shall rejoice in thy strength, 
O Lord : exceeding glad shall he be of 
thy salvation. 

2 Thou hast given him his heart's desire, 
and hast not denied him the request of his 
lips. ... 

3 For Thou shalt prevent him with the 
blessings of goodness, and shdt set a crown 
of pure gold upon his head. 

4 He asked life of Thee, and Thou gavest 
him a long life, even for ever and ever. 

6 His honour is great in thy salvation: 
glory and great worship shalt Thou lay upon 
him. 



Ps. XXI This Psalm is the 

voice of thanksgiving to God 
for answering the prayers of 
hi8 people, as contained in Ps. 
XX. It has further reference 
to the reign of the Messiah. 

3. Thw ihalt prevent] that 
is, Go before him with bles- 
sings, granting before he asks. 

4. He asked life of Thee,'] 
Here we have the petition, aa 
contained in the preceding 
Psalm, granted. 



4. TAou gavest him a long 
life, &c.] Length of days to 
David, and the establishment 
of his throne in his posterity. 
See Ps. Ixxxiz. 4 ; Dan. vii. 14. 

5. His honour is greed in 
thy salvation ;] It is his gloiT 
to have been saved and deh- 
vered by ■ Thee ; his especial 
glory that the salvation to be 
wrought for men will be in his 
seed. 
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6 For Thou shalt give him everlasting 
felicity, and make him glad with the joy of 
thy countenance. 

7 And why? because the King putteth 
his trust in the Lord ; and in the mercy of 
the Most Highest he shall not miscarry. 

8 All thine enemies shall fe^l thy hand : 
thy right hand shall find out them ^at hate 
thee. 

9 Thou shalt make them like a fiery oven 
in time of thy wrath : the Lord shall aestroy 
them in his displeasure, and the fire shall 
consume them. 

10 Their truit shalt thou root out of the 
earth, and their seed frcmi among the chil- 
dren of men. 

11 For they intended mischief against 
thee, and imagined such a device as they 
are not able to perform. 

12 Therefore shalt thou put them to 
flight; and the strings of thy bow shalt 
thou make ready against the face of them. 

13 Be Thou exalted, Lord, in thine own 
strength; so will we sing, and praise thy 



power. 



6. Everkuiing felicUy^ Ver- | all the proud, yea, and all that 



MS 4—6 aaem, by the largeness 
of their nromiaes, to be pro- 
phetic or the Son of David, 
the Messiah. 2 Sam. vii. 16, 
29. 

7. ShaUnotmuearry.Y^hvSl 
not be moved." 

0. Like a fieiy own, &&] 
''For, behold, the day oometh 
that shall bam as an oven ; and 
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do wiekedly, shall be stubble : 
and the day that coroeth shall 
bum them up, saith the Lord of 
hosts, that it shall leave them 
neither root nor branch.** — 
Malachi iv. 1 ; see also Deut. 
iv. 24. 

10. Tknr frm{\ Tliev off- 
spring, or children. 

8eed^ Posterity. 



PSALM XXII. Day 4. 



Evening.'] PsALM XXIL [Day i, 

CHRIST as THE OBOSS. — THE CONYEKSION OF THE QBimLES. 

Proper Psalm for Qood Friday, 

MY God, my God, look upon me ; why 
hast Thou forsaken me, and art so far 
from my health, and from the words of my 
complaint ? 

2 O my Gt)d, I cry in the day-time, but 
Thou hearest not; and in the night-season 
also I take no rest. 

3 And Thou continuest holy, O Thou 
worship of Israel. 

4 Our fathers hoped in Thee ; they trusted 
in Thee, and Thou didst deliver them. 

5 They called upon Thee, and were holpen; 
they put their trust in Thee, and were not 
confoimded. 

6 But as for me, I am a worm, and no 
man ; a very scorn of men, and the outcast 
of the people. 

7 All they that see me laugh me to scorn: 
they shoot out their lips, and shake their 
heads, saying, 

8 "He trusted in God that He would 



XXn.— 1. My God, my 
God, &c.] Words used by our 
Lord oa the cross. The reader 
is referred to St. Matthew xxvii. 
and St. John xix. for the ful- 
filment of the minute pro- 



phecies contained in verses 7> 
8, 15—18. 

3. And Thou eontinitest holy ^ 
Holy and just, whether our 
prayers he panted or refused. 
See MaU. xxvi. 89. 
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deliver him : let Him deliver him, if He will 
have him." 

9 But Thou art He that took me out of my 
mother's womb : Thou wast mj hope, when 
I hanged yet upon mv mother's breasts. 

10 I have been left unto Thee ever since 
I was bom ; Thou art my Grod even from 
my mother's womb. 

11 O go not from me, for trouble is hard 
at hand, and there is none to help me. 

12 Many oxen are come about me: fat 
bulls of Basan close me in on every side. 

13 They gape upon me with their mduths, 
as it were a ramping and a roaring lion. 

14 I am poured out like water, and all 
my bones are out of joint : my heart also 
in the midst of my body is even like melt- 
ing wax. 

16 My strength is dried up like a pot- 
sherd, and my tongue cleaveth to my gums ; 
and Thou shalt bring me into the dust of 
death. 

16 For many dogs are come about me, 
and the council of the wicked layeth siege 
against me. 



12. Many oxen are come 
about me ;] ** "iitmy balls have 
oompaned ine" that is, Ene- 
mies strong and fierce as bulls. 
Bashan was a rich pastare 
country, famous for its large 
cattle. 

14. Poured ov^JoihntiYii. 6. 

16. Poiiherdyj An earthen 
vessel dried and baked in the 
furnace. 



My tongue cleaveth to my 
ffums /] Jesus said, " I tliirst." 
John xix. 28. 

16. For many dogs] Dogs in 
the East, not being domesti- 
cated, became wild and fierce. 
They were regarded by the 
Jews as andean animals. Wick- 
ed and shameless men were 
called dogs. 2 Kings viii. 13 ; 
Phil. iii. 2. 
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17 They pierced mj hands and my feet; 
I may tell all my bones : they stand staring 
and looking upon me. 

18 They part my garments among them^ 
and cast lots upon my yestnxe. 

19 But he not Thou far from me, O Lord: 
Thou art my succour, haste Thee to help me. 

20 Deliver my soul from the sword ; my 
darling from the power of the dog. 

21 Save me from the lion's mouth : Thou 
hast heard me also from among the horns of 
the unicorns. 

22 I will declare thy Name unto my 
brethren: in the midst of the congregation 
will I praise Thee. 

23 O praise the Lord, ye that fear Him : 
magnify Him, all ye of the seed of Jacob; 
and fear Him, all ye seed of Israel ; 

24 For He hath not despised nor abhorred 
the low estate of the poor ; He hath not hid 
his face from him ; but when he called unto 
Him, He heard him. 

25 My praise is of Thee in the great con- 
gyeg&tio^; my vows will I perform in the 
sight of them that fear Him. 

26 The poor shall eat and be satisfied: 



17. ImayteU] I can coaat, 
all my booes. 

20. My darling] Mt Ufe. 

21. The homt of the vni- 
eoms^ The fair and violence 
of wicked and bloodthirsty 
men. 

22. I wiU declare thy Name'] 
Passing on from the snffer- 
ings and death of Christ, the 



Psalmist proceeds to foreshow 
their blessed oonseqaenoes to 
all mankind. 

26. The poor shall eai and 
be satisfied:] When, on any 
occasion of thanksgiving for 
mercies received, an Israelite 
offered sacrifice, it was his 
castom to call toother his 
poor neighbours to join in the 
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Day 4. 



PSALM XXII. 



they that seek after the Lord shall praise 
Him : your heart shall live for ever. 

27 All the ends of the world shall remem- 
ber themselves, and be turned unto the Lord, 
and all the kindreds of the nations shall 
worship before Him. 

28 For the kingdom is the Lord's, and He 
is the Governor among the people, 

29 All such as be fat upon earth have 
eaten, and worshipped. 

30 AU they that go down into the dust 
shall kneel before Him ; and no man hath 
quickened his own soul. 

31 My seed shall serve Him ; they shall 
be counted unto the Lord for a generation. 

32 They shall come, and the heavens shall 
declare his righteousness unto a people that 
shall be bom, whom the Lord hath made. 



feast. Dent. xvi. 11; Isa. XXV. 
6. In the Bible, for the poor, 
we read " the meek " or poor 
in spirit, the objects of our 
Lord^s especial blessing. See 
St. Matt. V. 6, 6 ; see also 
St. John vi. 85, 51. 

Tour heart shall live for 
ever."] On the strensth of this 
spiritnal meat. **■ If any man 
eat of this bread, he shall live 
for ever.** St. John vi. 51. 

27. All the ends of the world] 
The conversion of the Gentiles 
is here foretold. 

29. AU such as be fat upon 
earth'] The rich, too, as well 
as the poor (v. 36), shall par- 
take the spiritnal feast, and 
worship Jehovah. 

30. All they that go down 
into the dusf] All who are 



bowed down to the earth with 
misery, and he who cannot 
keep his soul alive ; or, perhaps, 
the dead raised to life, and 
quickened by his power, not 
their own, shall bow the knee 
to King Messiah. 

31. My seed shall serve 
Him/] "A seed.'* Posterity 
shall serve Him; they, the 
converted Gentiles, shall be 
counted as a generation to the 
Lord. 

82. They shall come,] Taking 
the Bible Version, the meaning 
seems to be this : The promised 
seed of true worshippers shall 
come, and shall declare to future 
generations of believers that 
God hath fulfilled his promises 
in Christ. 
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Day 4. 



Psalm XXHI. 



THE GOOD 8HEFHKRD. 



THE Lord is my shepherd, therefore can 
I lack nothing. 

2 He shall feed me in a green pasture, and 
lead me forth beside the waters of comfort. 

3 He shall convert my soul, and bring me 
forth in the paths of righteousness, for his 
Name's sake. 

4 Yea, though I walk through the valley 
of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil : 
for Thou art with me ; thy rod and thy staff 
comfort me. 

5 Thou shalt prepare a table before me 
against them that trouble me; Thou hast 
anointed my head with oil, and my cup shall 
be foil. 

6 But thy loving-kindness and mercy shall 
follow me all the days of my life ; and I will 
dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 



Ps. XXIII. is strikingly cha- 
racteristic of its author Bavid, 
who was himself a iceeper of 
sheep, and knew by long habit 
and experience the watchful- 
ness and tender care which a 
f ock requires of its shepherd. 

1. TheLordismyshepherdi] 
" I am the good shepherd." 
John X. 11. 

3. He shall converf] Revive 
and refresh my soul. ** He re- 
storeih my soul." 

4. Thy rod and thy staffs 



The rod or sceptre to mle, and 
the staff to support and guide. 

5. l%oushm prepare a tabUf] 
" Thou preparest a table for 
me in trie presence of my 
enemies." Thou showest me 
thy favour in supplying me 
with an abundance of all good 
things. 

Thou hast anointed, &c.] It 
was a custom in the East to 
anoint the head of the guest, 
and to fiU up his cup to the 
brim. 
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Mmiing,] PsALM XXIV. [Day 5. 

JXHOVAH THE KING OF SABTH AND HBAYEN. 

Proper Psalm, for Ascension Day, 

THE earth is the Lord's, and all that 
therein is; the compass of the world, 
and they that dwell therein. 

2 For He hath founded it upon the seas, 
and prepared it upon the floods. 

3 Who, shall ascend into the hill of the 
Lord ? ot who shall rise up in his holy place ? 

4 l^yen he that hath clean hands, and a 
pure heart, and that hath not lift up his mind 
unto vanity, nor sworn to deceive his neigh- 
bour, 

5 He shall receive the blessing from the 
Lord, and righteousness from the God of his 
salvation. 

6 This is the veneration of them that seek 
Him; even of them that seek thy face, 
Jacob. 

7 Lift up your heads, O ye gates, and be 
ye lift up, ye everlasting doors ; and the King 
of gloiy shall come in. 

8 W ho is the King of glory ? It is the Lord 



Pb. XXIV. WM probably 
written on tbe occasion of the 
remoTal of the ark from the 
house of Obed-Edom to the\, 
tabernacle on Mount Zion. 
B.C. 1042. 2 Sam. vi. 1. Its 
subject is the Procession of the 
Ark to Mount Zion, a type of 
Christ's ascension into heaven. 
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' ,6. Thu is the generation] 
Such is the character of God's 
^e worshippers. 

7 — 10.] These verses were 
doubtless sung responsively, as 
the ark was brought to the 
door of the tabemade, and 
borne triumphantly in. 



PSALM XXV. Day 5. 



Strong and mighty, even the Lord mighty in 
battle. 

9 Lift up yonr heads, O ye gates, and be 
ye lift up, ye everlasting doors ; and the King 
of gloiy shall come in. 

10 Who is the King of glory ? Even the 
Lord of hosts, He is the King of glory. 

Psalm XXV. 

FRA.TEB FOB FBOTECTION, GUIDANCE, AND FABDON. 

UNTO Thee, O Lord, wiU I Uft up my 
soul ; my God, I have put my trust in 
Thee : O let me not be conmundea, neither 
let mine enemies triumph over me. 

2 For all they that hope in Thee shall not 
be ashamed ; but such as transgress without 
a cause shall be put to confusion. 

3 Shew me thy ways, O Lord : and teach 
methypath«. 

4 Lead me forth in thy truth, and learn 
me : for Thou art the God of my salvation ; in 
Thee hath been my hope all the day long. 

5 Call to remembrance, O Lord, thy ten- 
der mercies, and thy loving-kindnesses, which 
have been ever of old. 

6 O remember not the sins and offences of 
my youth ; but according to thy mercy think 
Thou upon me, O Lord, for thy goodness. 

7 Gracious and righteous is the Lord: 
therefore will He teach sinners in the way. 

8 Them that are meek shall He guide in 



XXV. — 2. Such as transgress 
wihout a coMse] Those who 
deal treacheroiuly withont pro- 



yocation. 

^ Aa the day hnff.'] that 
ift, ContinuaUy. 
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judgment ; and such as are gentle, them shall 
He learn his way. 

9 All the patns of the Lord are mercy and 
truth, unto such as keep his coyenant, and his 
testimonies. 

10 For thy Name's sake, O Lord, be mer- 
ciful unto my sin, for it is great. 

11 What man is he, that feareth the Lord? 
him shall He teach in the way that He shall 
choose. 

12 His soul shall dwell at ease, and his 
seed shall inherit the land. 

13 The secret of the Lord is among them 
that fear Him, and He will shew them his 
coyenant. 

14 Mine eyes are eyer looking unto the 
Lord, for He shall pluck my feet out of the net. 

15 Turn Thee unto me, and haye mercy 
upon me ; for I am desolate, and in misery. 

16 The sorrows of my heart are enlarged : 
brinff Thou me out of my troubles. 

17 Look upon my adyersity and misery, 
and forgiye me all my sin. 

18 Consider mine enemies, how many 
they are; and they bear a tyrannous hate 
against me. 

19 O keep my soul, and deliyer me; let 
me not be confounded, for I haye put my 
trust in Thee. 



II. Him shall ffe teach'] Rim 
shall Hfl guide into the oioaen 
path. 

18. I%e leeret of the Lord^ 
&c.] *' If any man will do His 



will, he shall know of the doc- 
trine whether it be of God.** 
John vii. I7< 

14. The net,] The snare 
which has been laid for me. 
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20 Let perfectness and righteous dealing 
wait npon me, for my hope hath been in 
Thee. 

21 Deliver Israel, God, out of all his 
troubles. 

Psalm XXVI. 

THE FLEA or CON80IOUS INTEGRITY. 

BE Thou my judge, O Lord ; for I have 
walked innocently ; my trust hath been 
also in the Lord, therefore shall I not fall. 

2 Examine me, O Lord, and prove me; 
try out my reins and my heart. 

3 For thy loving-kindness is ever before 
mine eyes ; and I will walk in thy truth. 

4 I have not dwelt with vain persons; 
neither will I have fellowship with the de- 
ceitfiiL 

5 I have hated the congregation of the 
wicked, and will not sit among the ungodly. 

6 I will wash my hands in innocency, 
O Lord ; and so will I go to thine altar ; 

7 That I may shew the voice of thanks- 
giving, and tell of all thy wondrous works. 

8 Lord, I have loved the habitation of 
thy house, and the place where thine honour 
dwelleth. 



20. Let perfectness and 
rigJUeons dealtng wait upon me^ 
" Let integrity and iwrightneas 
preserve xne; for I wait on 
Th«e.*' 

XXVL— 6. IwUl wash my 



hands'^ Mine shall be the real 
cleansm{? of the heart and 
spirit. Exod. zl. 32; Deut. 
xxi. 1 — 9. 

7. That I may skew the vaiee^ 
May make the Yoioe of thanks- 
giving to be heard. 
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9 O shut not up my soul with the sinners, 
nor my life with the blood-thirsty ; 

10 In whose hands is wickedness, and 
their right hand is full of gifts. 

11 But as for me, I will walk innocently. 
O deliver me, and be merciful unto me. 

12 My foot standeth right: I will praise 
the Lord in the congregations. 



Fvenmg.'] 



Psalm XXVII. 



[Day 6. 



TRUST IK OOD IN THE MIDST OF DANGERS. 

THE Lord is my light, and my salvation ; 
whom then shall I fear? the Lord is the 
strength of my life ; of whom then shall I be 
afraid ? 

2 When the wicked, even mine enemies, 
and my foes, came upon me to eat up my 
flesh, they stumbled and fell. 

3 Though an host of men were laid against 
me, yet shall not my heart be afraid ; and 
though there rose up war against me, yet 
will I put my trust in Him. 

4 One thing have I desired of the Lord, 
which I will require ; even that I may dwell 
in the house of the Lord all the days of my 
life, to behold the fair beauty of the Lord, 
and to visit his temple. 



9. shut not up my soul, 
&c.] " Gather not my soul with 
the sinners.** David prays 
that he may not be nnmbered 
or classed with sinners. See 
Oen. xTiii. 23. 

12. My foot standeth riff hi :"] 
I stand in a straight path on 
safe ground. 



XXVII.— 3. Thouffh an host 
of men] Though a whole army 
anould encamp against me. 

4. Which I will require f] 
or, That thing I earnestly seek. 
St. Luke X. 42. 

To behold the fair beauty of 
the Lordy &c.] To meditate on 
the diyine grace and goodness 
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5 For in the time of trouble He shall hide 
me in his tabernacle ; yea, in the secret place 
of his dwelling shall He hide me, and set me 
up upon a focK of stone. 

6 And now shall He. lift up mine head, 
above mine enemies round about me. 

7 Therefore will 1 offer in his dwelling an 
oblation with great gladness; I will sing, 
and speak praises unto the Lord. 

8 Hearken unto my voice, O Lord, when 
I cry unto Thee ; have mercy upon me, and 
hear me. 

9 My heart hath talked of Thee, Seek ye 
my face : Thy face. Lord, will I seek. 

10 O hide not Thou thy face from me, nor 
cast thy servant away in displeasure. 

11 Thou hast been my succour ; leave me 
not, neither forsake me, O God of my sal- 
vation. 

12 When my father and my mother for- 
sake me, the Lord taketh me up, 

13 Teach me thy way, O Lord ; and lead 
me in the right way, because of mine enemies. 

14 Deliver me not over into the will of 
mine adversaries : for there are false wit- 
nesses risen up against me, and such as 
speak wrong. 

15 I should utterly have fainted, but that 
I believe verily to see the- goodness of the 
Lord in the land of the living. 



of Jehoyah in his holy sanc- 
tuary. See 2 Cor. iii. 18. 

9. My heart hath talked of 
nee,"] "When Thou saidst. 
Seek ye my feee, my heart said 



onto Thee, Thy fiice. Lord, will 
I seek." Ps. xxvii. 8. 

15. In the land of the 
living.'] Here, in tliis life. Jer, 
xi. 19. 
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16 O tar^ thou the Lord's leisure; be 
strong, and He shall comfort thine heart; 
and put thou thy trust in the Lord. 



Psalm XXVIU. 

FRATEB AND THANKSaiVING VOA DELIYBBANOB. 

UNTO Thee will I cry, O Lord my 
strength; think no scorn of me; lest, 
if Thou make as though Thou hearest 
not, I become like them that go down into 
the pit. 

2 Hear the voice of my humble petitions, 
when I cry unto Thee ; when I hold up my 
hands towards the mercy-seat of thy holy 
temple. 

3 O pluck me not away, neither destroy 
me with the imgodly and wicked doers, 
which speak friendly to their neighbours, but 
imagine mischief in their hearts. 

4 Reward them according to their deeds, 
and according to the wickedness of their own 
inventions. 

5 Recompense them after the work of their 
hands ; pay them that they have deserved. 

6 For they regard not in their mind the 
works of the Lord, nor the operation of his 



Ps. XXVin.— David here, 
1—6, records his anxions prayer 
while in danser and distress; 
and 7 — 10, his praises and 
thanksgiving^ for safety. 

1. Lcsty if Thou make as 
thouffh Thou hearest nof,"] If 
Thou be silent, or refuse to an- 



swer me. 

2.] 1 Kings viii. 30-^. 

4. Reward them accordinff to 
their deedsy"} With a holy 
jealousy for the honour of 
Almighty God, David prays 
that He will vindicate it in the 
overthrow of the wicked. 
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Day 6. 



hands ; therefore shall He break them down, 
^uid not bnild them up. 

7 Praised be the Lord ; for He hath heard 
the voice of my humble petitions. 

8 The Lord is my strength, and my shield : 
my heart hath trusted in Him, and I am 
helped ; therefore my heart daiiceth for joy, 
and in my son^ will I praise Him. 

9 The Lord is my strength, and He is the 
wholesome defence of his Anointed. 

10 O save thy people, and give thy bless- 
ing unto thine inheritance ; feed them, and 
set them up for ever. 

Psalm XXIX. 

THE POWBB AND MAJBSTT 07 GOD. 

BBING unto the Lord, O ye mighty, bring 
young rams unto the Lord; ascnbe unto 
the Lord worship and strength. 

2 Give the Lord the honour due unto his 
Name ; worship the Lord with holy worship. 

3 It is the Lord, that commandeth the 
waters ; it is the glorious God, that maketh 
the thunder. 



10. Feed them^ and set them 
vp\ Be their Sheplierd, and 
uphold them. 

Pb. XXIX. would appear to 
have been written on occasion 
of some memorable thnnder- 
Btorm, with the purpose of 
humbling even the mightiest 
amongst men, by the contem- 
pUtion of the effects of Jeho- 



vah's irresistible power. 
• 1. O ye migJUyi] Ye sons 
of God, or angels, rs. xcvi. 8. 
Bring young ramt unto the 
Lord/] Hams to be offered in 
sacrifice on the altar of the 
Iiord. This clause is not found 
in tlie Bible Version. Verses 1, 
2, are almost the same as 1 
Chron. xvi. 28, 29. 
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4 It is the Lord, that ruleth the sea ; the 
voice of the Lord ia mighty in operation ; 
the voice of the L6rd is a glorious voice. 

5 The voice of the Lord breaketh the 
<5edar-trees ; yea, the Lord breaketh the cedars 
of Libanus. 

6 He maketh them also to skip like a 
calf; Libanus also, and Sirion, like a young 
unicorn. 

7 The voice of the Lord divideth the flames 
of fire : the voice of the Lord shaketh the 
wilderness ; yea^ the Lord shaketh the wil- 
derness of Cades. 

8 The voice of the Lord maketh the hinds 
to bring forth young, and discovereth the 
thick bushes ; in his temple doth every man 
speak of his honour. 

9 The Lord sitteth above the water-flood ; 
and the Lord remaineth a King for ever. 

10 The Lord shall give strength unto his 
people; the Lord shall give his people the 
blessing of peace. 



4. Mighty in operafion/] 
l*owerful in ite effects, as when 
the thunderstorm rends the 
cedars of Lebanon. 

6. TosM^'] To bound. The 
forest trees in a thunderstorm 
swayed to and fro,«nd quivering 
seem to resemble the gambols 
of young animals. 

fftr/onj Another name for 
Herroon, one of the summits 
of Mount Lebanon. Dmt. 
iii. 8, 9. 

7. Dimddk' the JUme$ of 



fire{\ Cleaves asunder with 
strokes of forked lightning. 

The wilderness of Cades.'] 
Or Kadeshy part of the wilder- 
ness through which the Israel- 
ites passed. Numb. xiii. 26. 

8. Maketh the hinds to bring 
forth young^ The peals of 
thunder so terrify them, that 
they Cast their young before 
the time. 

Discovereth the thick bushes ;] 
Stripe and makes bare the trees 
of tne forest. 
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Dat^. 



Mommg,-] 



Psalm XXX. 



[Jkty^. 



PBESEBYATIOir FBOM DASOKR OR BICKNK88. 

I WILL magnify Thee, O Lord, for Thou 
hast set me up, and not made my foes 
to triumph over me. 

2 O Lord my God, I cried unto Thee, and 
Thou hast healed me. 

3 Thou, Lord, hast brought my soul out 
of hell ; Thou hast kept my life irom them 
that go down to the pit. 

4 Sing praises unto the Lord, O ye saints 
of his ; and eive thanks unto Him for a re- 
membrance of his holiness. 

5 For his wrath endureth but the twink- 
ling of an eye, and in his pleasure is life ; 
heaviness may endure for a night, but joy 
Cometh in the morning. 

6 And in my prosperity I said, " I shall 
never be removed ; Thou, Lord, of thy good- 
ness hast made my hill so strong." 

7 Thou didst turn thy face from me, and 
I was troubled. 

8 Then cried I unto Thee, O Lord, and 
gat me to my Lord right humbly. 



Ps. XXX.— "A Psalm at 
tlie Dedication of the House of 
David." See 1 Chron. xxii. 
1—5. 

3. Had brought my ioul out 
ofheU/] Hast rescued me from 
the JHwa of death ; hast brought 
me alive from amosfi; those w^o 
go down to the grave. 



5. In kit pleasure] Through 
his favour. 

6. And in my prosperity I 
saidyl Even gocid men are 
tempted by prosperity to rest 
satined with the comforts of 
this life, and require the trial 
of adversity to loosen their 
affeotions from things tmaporal. 
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9 What profit is there in my blood, when 
I go down to the pit ? 

10 Shall the dust give thanks nnto Thee, 
or shall it declare thy truth ? 

11 Hear, O Lord, and have mercy upon 
me ; Lord, be Thou my helper. 

• 12 Thou hast turned my heaviness into 
joy; Thou hast put off my sackcloth, and 
girded me with gladness. 

13 Therefore shall every good man sing 
of thy praise without ceasing. O my God, I 
will give thanks unto Thee for ever. 



Psalm XXXL 

Abater of faith in the midst of adybbsitt. 

IN Thee, O Lord, have I put my trust : let 
me never be put to confusion ; deliver me 
in thy righteousness. 

2 bow down thine ear to me ; make haste 
to deliver me. 

3 And be Thou my strong rock, and house 
of defence, that Thou mayest save me. 

4 For Thou art my strong rock, and my 



9. JFAat profit U there in my 
bloody &c.] What service can I 
render to Thee in the i^raveP 
Ps. vi. 6 ; Isa. xxxviii. 18. 

13. Therefore thall every 
good nuMy &c.] "To the ena 
that my gloij [or my soul] 
may %m% praise to Thee, and 
not he silent.*' 



Ps. XXXI. records David's 



prayers and tows, in danger 
and distress; his grratefol ac- 
knowledgment of the Divine 
mercy; and his call upon all 
men to trust in 6od*s goodness 
and truth, of which he was 
himself a signal example. 

1. In thy righieousneu.l 
According to thy rule of truth 
and justice. 



PSALM XXXI. 



Day 6. 



castle ; be Thou also my goide, and lead me 
for thy Name's sake. 

5 Draw me out of the net that they have 
laid privily for me ; for Thou art my strength. 

6 Into thy hands I commend my spirit; 
for Thou hast redeemed me, O Lord, Thou 
God of truth, 

7 I have hated them that hold of super- 
stitious vanities ; and my trust hath been in 
the Lord. • 

8 I will be glad and rejoice in thy mercy ; 
for Thou hast considered my trouble, and 
hast known my soul in adversities. 

9 Thou hast not shut me up into the hand 
of the enemy, but hast set my feet in a large 
room. 

10 Have mercy upon me, O Lord ; for I am 
in trouble, and mine eye is consumed for 
very heaviness ; yea, my soul and my body, 

11 For my life is waxen old with heavi- 
ness, and my years with mourning. 

12 My strength faileth me because of mine 
iniquity, and my bones are consumed. 

13 I became a reproof among all mine 



6. Info thy hands I commend 
my spirif;'\ Words adopted by 
our Savionr on the cross, 
Luke xxiii. 46: and words 
to the like effect were used by 
St. Stephen as he fell asleep. 
Acts Yii. 59. 

7. That hold of superstitious 
vanities;^ That look to, or 
trust in idols and false gods. 

8. Hast known my soul in 
adversities.'] Hast owned and, 
comforted xne when in trouble ; 



or it may be, Thou knowest 
the trouble of my soul. 

9. Thou hast not shut me 
upf &c.] Thou hasit not fdven 
me over into the power of the 
enemy, but hast upheld me in 
liberty. 

12. Because of mine inin 
auifyj David humbly acknow* 
ledges his bodily sickness to be 
a chastisement of his sins. • 

13. I became a reproof ha."] 
An object of reproach. This 
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enemies, but especially among my neigh'- 
bours ; and they of mine acquaintance were 
afraid of me; and they that did see me 
without conveyed themselyes from me. 

14 I am clean forgotten, as a dead man out 
of mind ; I am become like a broken vessel. 

15 For I have heard the blasphemy of the 
multitude, and fear is on every side, while 
they conspire together against me, and take 
their counsel to take away my life. 

16 But my hope hath been in Thee, O 
Lord ; I have said, " Thou art my God/* 

17 My time is in thy hand ; deliver me 
from the hand of mine enemies^ and from 
them that persecute me. 

18 Show thy servant the light of thy coun- 
tenance, and save me for thy mercy's sake. 

19 Let me not be conK)undea, O Lord, 
for I have called upon Thee ; let the ungodly 
be put to confusion, and be put to silence in 
the grave. 

20 Let the lying lips be put to silence, 
which cruelly, disdainfully, and despitefuUy 
speak against the righteous. 

21 O how plentiful is thy goodness, which 
Thou hast laid up for them that fear Thee, 
and that Thou hast prepared for them that 
put their trust in Thee, even before the sons 
of men I 



and the two following vent» 
apply more closely still to 
Christ thu Son of David. 
See Isa. liii. 3 ; Matt. xxTii. 1. 
14. JJUe a broken veuelJ] 
Useless, and lit only to he 



cast away. 

17. My time i* in ihy hand;"] 
My timeS) i.e. of prosperity or 
adversity, of life or death, are 
in thy power. 



PBAIiHXXXIL 



Data. 



22 Thou ahalt hide them privily by thine 
own jHresenee from the provokiDg of all men : 
Thou shalt keep them secretly m thy taber- 
nacle from the strife of tongues. 

23 Thanks be to the Lord ; for He hath 
shewed me marvellous great kindness in a 
strong city. 

24 And when I made haste, I said, " I am 
cast out of the sight of thine eyes." 

25 Nevertheless, Thou heardest the voice 
of my prayer, when I cried unto Thee. 

26 love the Lord, all ye his saints ; for 
the Lord preserveth them that are faithftd, 
and plenteously rewardeth the proud doer! 

27 Be strong, and He shall establish your 
heart, all ye that put your trust in the Lord. 



i^wwwgr.] Psalm XXXIL [Daye. 

THIB BLESSEDNESS OF BAYJUtQ OUR SINS VOBGIYEN. 

Proper Psalm for Ash-Wednesday. 

BLESSED is he whose unrighteousness 
is forgiven, and whose sin is covered. 
2 Blessed is the man unto whom the Lord 
imputeth no sin, and in whose spirit there 
is no guile. 



22. Thou shaU hide them, 
&c.] Thy &Tour and the 'light 
of thy cottntenance ' shall be 
their shelter and refufce from 
the plots luid devices of ungod- 
ly men. Compare Ps^ xxvii. 6. 

23. MarveUous jfreat kind- 
ness in a strong city.'] Making 
him safe as in a fortified city. 

24. Jndwhenjmadehuste,'] 
In the hurry of alarm. 



Ps. XXXIL is the second oi 
the Penitential Psalms. 

1. Blessed is he, &c.] The 
first two verses are quoted by 
St. Paul, Horn, iv, 7, 8, as 
shewing the blessedness of 
those whom God of his free 
graee pardons, and a<»ount8 
righteous. 
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3 For while I held my tongue, my bones 
consmned away through my daily complain* 

4 For thy hand is heavy upon me day and 
night ; and my moisture is Uke the drought 
in summer. 

5 I will acknowledge my sin unto Thee, 
and mine unrighteousness have I not hid. 

6 I said, **rwill confess my sins unto the 
Lord ;" and so Thou forgavest the wickedness 
of my sin. 

7 For this shall every one that is godly 
make his prayer unto Thee, in a time when 
Thou mayest be found ; but in the great 
water-floods they shall not come nigh him. 

- 8 Thou art a place to hide me in^ Thou 
shalt preserve me from trouble ; Thou shalt 
compass me about with songs of deliverance. 

9 I will inform thee, and teach thee in 
the way wherein thou shalt go, and I will 
guide thee with mine eye. 

10 Be ye not like to horse and mule, wliich 



8. For mhile I held my 
tongue^ "So long as I held 
back ftom openly confessing 
my sins." 

Through my daily complain- 
ing.'] "Through my roaring 
(or groaning) all the day 
long." 

4. My moiiture it like the 
drought in summer.'] "My 
moisture is turned into the 
drought of summer.** 

6. So Thou forgaoeef, &c.] 
For an example of God*s for- 
giveness of sin, immediately on 
- ^ 



confession, see 2 Sam, xii. 13 ; 
see also 1 John i. 9. 

7. For this] Because par- 
don follows repentance and 
confession, every devout man 
shall make his prayer unto 
Thee in the acceptable time. 

In the great water-floodg^ &c.] 
" In the floods of great waters 
[in the storms of trouble and 
adversity] they shall not come 
nigh unto him." 

9. I will informthee^ David's 
lesson, drawn from his own 
experience. 
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have. no understanding, whose mouths must 
"be held with hit and bridle, lest they fall 
upon thee, 

11 Great plagues remain for the ungodly ; 
but whoso putteth his trust in the Lord, 
mercy embraceth him on every side. 

12 Be glad, O ye righteous, and rejoice 
in the Lord ; and be joyful, all ye that are 
true of heart. 

Psalm XXXIIL 

A CALL ON OOD'S PEOPLE TO PRAISE HIIC 

REJOICE in the Lord, O ye righteous ; 
for it becometh well the just to be 
thankful. 

2 Praise the Lord with harp : sing praises 
unto Him with the lute, and instrument of 
ten strings. 

3 Sing unto the Lord a new song: sing 
praises lustily unto Him with a good courage. 

4 For the word of the Lord is true, and all 
his works are faithful. 

5 He loveth righteousness and judgment ; 
the earth is full of the goodness of the Lord. 

6 By the Word of the Lord were the hea- 



10. Whose mouths must be 
held mih bit and bridle, &c.] 
rather, Who are so wild that 
unless restrained and ruled with 
bridle and curb, they will not 
come ni);h or obey their owners. 
St. James iii. 3. 

Ps. XXXni.— In this Psalm 
are celebrated the power and 



goodness of Ood, as displayed 
iu Creation and Providence. 

1. The Jus{] The upright, 
the true servants of God. 

3. Lustily] Heartily, with 
the whole soul. 

6. By the Word of the Lord, 
&c.] John i. 8; Heb. xi. S; 
% Pet. iii. 6. 
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Tens made, and all the hosts of them by the 
Ixreath of his mouth. 

7 He gathereth the waters of the sea to- 
getheij as it were upon an heap, and layeth 
up the deep as in a treasure-house. 

8 Let all the earth fear the Lord : stand in 
awe of Him, all ye that dwell in the world. 

9 For He spake, and it was done; He 
commanded, and it stood fast. 

10 The Lord bringeth the counsel of the 
heathen to nought, and maketh the devices 
of the people to he of none effect, and casteth 
out the counsels of princes. 

11 The counsel of the Lord shall endure 
for ever^ and the thoughts of his heart &om 
generation to generation. 

12 Blessed are the people whose God is the 
Lord Jehovah, and blessed are the folk that 
He hath chosen to Him to be his inheritance. 

13 The Lord looked down from heaven, 
and beheld all the children of men : from 
the habitation of his dwelling He considereth 
all them that dwell on the earth. 

14 He fashioneth all the hearts of them, 
and understandeth all their works. 

15 There is no king that can be saved by 
the multitude of an host, neither is any 
mighty man delivered by much strength. 

16 A horse is counted but a vain thing to 
save a man, neither shall he deliver any man 
by his great strength. 



6. Ths hreaih of hit mouih.'] 
His Spirit. 

16. A horte it counted but a 



vain thing] Vain is reliance 
npon the horse for safety. See 
Proy. zzL SI; Amos ii 15. 
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17 Beholdy the eye of the Lord is upon 
them that fear Him, and upon them that put 
their trust in his mercy ; 

18 To deliver their soul from death, and to 
feed them in the time of dearth. 

19 Our soul hath patiently tarried for the 
Lord ; for He is our help, ana our shield. 

20 For our heart shall rejoice in Him, 
because we have hoped in his holy Name. 

21 Let thy merciful kindness, OLord, be 
upon us, like as we do put our trust in Thee. 



Psalm XXXIV. 

nmiATION TO UniTlED PBAIBX. — ^LBBSOKS Or HOLT LIVIKa. 

I WILL alway give thanks unto the Lord ; 
his praise snail ever be in my mouth. 

2 My soul shall make her boast in the 
Lord ; the humble shall hear thereof and be 
glad. 

3 O praise the Lord with me, and let us 
magnify his Name together. 

4 I sought the Lord, and He heard me; 
yea. He delivered me out of all my fear. 

6 They had an eye unto Him, and were 
lightened ; and their faces were not ashamed. 

6 Lo, the poor crieth, and the Lord hear- 
eth him ; yea, and saveth him out of all his 
troubles. 



XXXIV.^S. SkaU Ktar 
thereof^ a$id be glad.^ Shall 
hear of God*8 mttey to me, 
and be comforted. 



5. Tkey isd tm eye unio 
Sim,'] They, the barable in 
heart, looked onto God, and 
were gladdened or cheered. 
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7 The angel of the Lord tarrieth round 
ahoutthem thatfear Him,and delivereth them. 

8 O taste, and see, how gracious the Lord 
is ; blessed is the man that trusteth in Him. 

9 O fear the Lord, ye that are his saints ; 
for they that fear Him lack nothing. 

10 The lions do lack and suffer hunger; 
but they who seek the Lord shall want no 
manner of thing that is good. 

11 Come, ye children, and hearken unto 
me ; I will teach you the fear of the Lord, 

12 What man is he that lusteth to live, and 
would fain see good days ? 

13 Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips 
that they speak no guile. 

14 Eschew evil, and do good ; seek peace, 
and ensue it. 

15 The eyes of the Lord are over the 
righteous ; and his ears are open unto their 
prayers. 

16 The countenance of the Lord is against 
them that do evil, to root out the remem- 
brance of them from the earth. 

17 The righteous cry, and the Lord hear- 
6th them, and delivereth them out of all their 
troubles. 

18 The Lord Is nigh unto them that are of 



7. The angel of the Lord 
tarrieth, Ifec] " £ncainpeth 
round about them that fear 
Him.'* Gen. xxxii. 1,2 ; Exod. 
«▼. 19; 8 Kinw vi. 17; 
Zech. ix. 8; Heb. i. 14. 

12. Lusteth to live^ and would 
fain seeffoodday*/] Desires to 
live a long and happy life. 



14. Eschew evil, &c.] "De- 
part from evil, and do good; 
seek peace, and porsae it." 
1 Pet. iii. 11. 

18. The Lord is nigh^ &c.] 
<' Thus saith the high and lofty 
One that inhabiteth eternity, 
whose name is Holy ; I dwell 
in the high and holy place, with 
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a contrite heart, and will save such as be of 
an humble spirit. 

19 Great are the troubles of the righteous, 
but the Lord delivereth him out of alL 

20 He keepeth all his bones, so that not 
one of them is broken, 

21 But misfortune shall slay the ungodly ; 
and they that hate the righteous shall be 
desolate. 

22 The Lord delivereth the souls of his 
servants ; and all they that put their trust in 
Him, shall not be destitute. 



Morning."] 
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[Dayt 



APPEAL TO god's JUSTICE AGAINST THE HALICB AND 
TIOLBNCB OF ENEMIES. 

PLEAD Thou my cause, O Lord, with 
them that strive with me; and fight 
Thou against them that fight against me* 



him also that is of a contrite 
and hnmhle spirit, to revive the 
spirit of the hnmble, and to 
revive the heart of the contrite 
ones.'* laa. Ivii. 16 ; see also 
livi.2. 

19. Great are the irotMee] 
" In the world ye shall have 
tribulation: bat be of good 
cheer; I have overcome the 
world." John xvi. 88. 

20. Se keepeth aU hie bonee^ 
A proverbial expression to re- 
present 6od*s providential care 
of his people. Similar in effect 
is onr Lord's assurance. Matt. 
X. 30, " The very hairs of your 
head are all numbered." 



Ps. XXXV. may probably have 
been composed on the occasion 
of David's encounter with Saul 
in the cave of Engedi, when 
David refused to take the Idng^s 
life. 1 Sam. xxiv. His refer- 
ence of the matters between 
them to God,— "The Lord 
therefore be judge, and judge 
between me and thee, and see, 
and plead my cause, and deliver 
me out of thy hand," v. 15, — 
bears a close resemblance to 
the first verse of this Psalm. 

1. Plead Thou my cawe,&e,'] 
Contend, O Lord, with those 
that contend with me. Isaiah 
xlix. 25. 

ST 



Day 7. PSALM XXXV. 



2 Lay hand upon the shield and buckler, 
and stand nn to help me. 

3 Bring forth the spear, and stop the way 
against them that persecute me ; say unto my 
soul, ** I am thy salvation." 

4 Let them be confounded, and put to 
shame, that seek after my soul ; let them be 
turned back, and brought to confusion, that 
imagine mischief for me. 

5 Let them be as the dust before the wind, 
and the angel of the Lord scattering them. 

6 Let their way be dark and slippery, and 
let the angel of the Lord persecute them. 

7 For they have privily laid their net to 
destroy me without a cause ; yea, even without 
a cause have they made a pit for my soul. 

8 Let a sudden destruction come upon him 
unawares, and his net that he hath laid pri- 
vily, catch himself, that he may fall into his 
own mischief. 

9 And, my soul, be joyful in the Lord ; it 
•shall rejoice in his salvation. 

10 All my bones shall say, " Lord, who is 
like unto Thee, who deliverest the poor from 
him that is too strong for him ; yea, the poor. 



3. Lau hand upon the shield, 
&c.] Goa is invoked in lanfrnage 
such 88 might be addressed to 
an earthly champion. 

3. I%em thai persecute me;"] 
My poraaers. 

Thv tahation.'] TliyProtector 
and Savionr. ** If God be for 
ns, who can be against nsP** 
Bom. Tiii. 81. 

4. Seek aflemty soul;'] Hot 
against my ufe. 
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6. Persecute] Pursue or 
chase them. 

7. PrivUy laid their net] To 
entrap and catch wild beasts, 
pits were dug, and over them 
were thrown nets, which were 
then covered with branches and 
earth. 

10. Ml my hones shall say,] 
All my members— my whole 
body. 
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and faim that is in misery, from him liiat 
spoileth him?" 

11 False witnesses did rise np ; they laid 
to my charge things that I knew not. 

12 Ttey rewarded me evil for good, to the 
great discomfort of my soul. 

13 Nevertheless, when they were sick, I 
put on sackcloth, and humbled my soul with 
fasting ; and my prayer shall turn into mine 
own bosom. 

14 I behaved myself as though it had been 
my friend, or my brother; I went heavily, as 
one that moumeth for his mother. 

15 But in mine adversity they rejoiced, 
and gathered themselves together ; yea, the 
very abjects came together against me una- 
wares, making mouths at me, and ceased not. 

16 With the flatterers were busy mockers, 
who gnashed upon me with their teeth. 

17 Lord, how long wilt Thou look upon 
this ? O deliver my soul from the calamities 
which they bring on me, and my darline 
from the lions. 

18 So will I give Thee thanks in the great 
congregation ; I will praise Thee among much 
people. 



11 — 13. False witnesses did 
rise vp y] Verses prophetically 
descriptive of our Lord before 
Pilate, the conduct of hia ac- 
cusers, and his pardoning prayer 
for his murderers. Matt. zxvi. 
59. 

15. The very objects'] The 
lowest of the people. Thus, 
too, the soldiers and the com- 
mon rabble insulted and mocked 



our Lord upon the cross. Matt. 
xxvii. 27—31. 

16. With the flatterers were 
busy mockers,'] Ease courtiers 
and table jesters, who paid for 
the feasts to which they were 
admitted,by their scurrilous wit. 
Kefer to Ephes. v. 4. 

17. My darling] My only, 
my treasured one, meaning my 
life. Ps.3udi.22. 
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19 O let not them that axe mine enemies 
triumph over me ungodly ; neither let them 
wink with their eyes that hate me without a 
cause. 

20 And why? their communing is not 
for peace ; but they imagine deceitftil words 
agamst them that are quiet in the land. 

21 They gaped upon me with their mouths, 
and said, " Fie on thee, fie on thee, we saw it 
with our eyes." 

22 This Thou hast seen, O Lord : hold not 
thy tongue then ; eo not far from me, O Lord. 

23 Awake, and stand up to judge my 
quarrel: avenge Thou my cause, my God 
and my Lord* 

24 Judge me, O Lord my God, according 
to thy rigateousness ; and let them not tri- 
umph over me. 

25 Let them not say in their hearts, " There, 
there, so would we have it :" neither let them 
say, " We have devoured him." 

26 Let them be put to confusion and shame 
together, that rejoice at my trouble : let them 
be clothed with rebuke and dishonour, that 
boast themselves against me. 



19. Wink with their eyes] 
Mock and make sport at my fall. 

Thai hate me without a cause.'] 
Oar Lord, speakin^r of the per- 
secations which He suffered 
from his enemies, declares them 
to be the fulfilment of prophecy: 
"That the word might be ful- 
filled that is written in their 
Law, They hated me without a 
cause." John xv. 26. 

25. Zet them not tay^ &c.] 



Let not mv enemies be able to 
say, "We nave had our way ; 
we have destroyed liim." 

26. Let them he out to coti' 
fusion] This and otner similar 
passaices, if they are to be re- 
garded as prayers and not pro- 
phecies, are in effect prayers 
that the malicious enemies of 
God*8 law and the persecutors 
of his servants may be foiled 
and put to shame. 
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27 Let them be glad and rejoice» that 
favour my righteous dealing: yea, let them 
say alway, " Blessed be the Lord, who hath 
plLure in the prosperity of his servant." 

28 And as for my tongue, it shall be talk- 
ing of thy righteousness and of thy praise all 
the day long. 

Psalm XXXVI. 

THE OHARAOTBB OF THE UNGODLY. — THE GOODNESS OV 

GOD. 

MY heart sheweth me the wickedness of 
the ungodly, that there is no fear of 
God before his eyes. 

2 For he flattereth himself in his own 
sight, until his abominable sin be found 
out. 

3 The words of his mouth are unrighteous, 
and fall of deceit : he hath left off to behave 
himself wisely, and to do good- 

4 He imagineth mischief upon his bed, and 
hath set himself in no good way; neither doth 
he abhor any thing that is evil. 

5 Thy mercy, O Lord, reacheth unto the 
heavens ; and thy faithfiilness unto the clouds. 

6 Thy righteousness standeth like the strong 






XXXVI 1. My heart 

thewetK\ The wickedness of 
the ungodly makes me see 
clearly that there is no fear 
of God before his ^es. 

2. ForkefiatteretK\'l\!aliiM^ 
deludes himself with the hope 
that God will not find oat his 



4. ImagineiK\ Deviseth, plot* 
teth. 

InHogoodvay/] ** In a way 
that is not good.*' 

5. Thy mercy, Lord,'] 
Notwithstanding the evil de- 
vices and corrupt practices of 
the wicked, a merciful and all- 
powerM God rules over all. 
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mountains ; thy judgements are like the great 
deep. 

7 Thou, Lord, shalt save both man and 
beast ; How excellent is thy mercy, O God ! 
and the children of men shall put their trust 
under the shadow of thy wings. 

8 They shall be satisfied with the plente- 
ousness of thy house ; and Thou shalt give 
them drink of thy pleasures, as out of the 
river. 

9 For with Thee is the well of life ; and in 
thy light shall we see light, 

10 O continue forth thy loving-kindness 
unto them that know Thee, and thy right- 
eousness unto them that are true of heart. 

11 O let not the foot of pride come against 
me ; and let not the hand of the ungodly cast 
me down. 

12 There are they fallen, all that wOrk 



7. ThoUf Lordy shalt save] 
"Thon presenrest man and 
beast." God sustains in life 
and provides for all his crea- 
tares. Ps. civ. 14. 

8. The plenfeoumess of thy 
house y] Meaning first, perhaps, 
the abundance of gooa things 
provided for the household of 
God; and secondly, the rich 
blessings of his Sanctuary or 
Church. 

Drink of thy pleasures^ 
" Thou shalt make tnem drink 
of the river of thy pleasures." 
See Ps. xlvi. 4". Bible Version, 
*' There is a river, the streams 
whereof sliall make glad the 
dty of God." See also Zech. 
xiv. 8, and Rev. xxii. 1. 



9. The well of life;'] « The 
fountain of life. " The water 
that I shall give him shaU be 
in him a well of water spring- 
ing up into everlasting life." 
John IV. 14. 

In thy li^ht, &c.] " That was 
the true Light, which lighteth 
eveiy man that cometh into the 
world." John i. 9. God, like 
the sun, can only be seen by 
the light which proceeds from 
Himself. 

11. The foot of pridet &c.] 
Let neither the foot of the 
proud nor the kaiid of the 
ungodly prevail against me. 

12. There are they fallen^ 
While the ungodly are puffed 
up by their prosperity, the 
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wickedness : they are cast down, and shall 
not be able to stand. 



Evening.'] 



Psalm XXXVH. 



[Day 7, 



THE DIFFERENT ENDS OF THE BI0HTB0D8 AND THE WICKED. 

FEET not thyself because of the ungodly; 
neither be thou envious against the evil 
doers. 

2 For they shall soon be cut down like 
the grass, and be withered even as the green 
herb. 

3 Put thou thy trust in the Lord, and be 
doing good; dwell in the land, and verily 
thou shalt be fed. 

4 Delight thou in the Lord, and He shall 
give thee thy heart's desire. 

5 Commit thy way unto the Lord, and 
put thy trust in Him, and He shall bring it 
to pass. 

6 He shall make thy righteousness as clear 
as the light; and thy just dealing as the 
noon-day. 

7 Hold thee still in the Lord, and abide 



world applauds them ; bat the 
Psalmist from the watch-tower 
of faith descries from afar their 
destnictioD, and speaks of it 
with as roach confidence as if 
it were close at hand. 

XXXVIL— 8. Dwell in the 
land, and verily thou shall be 
fed.'} The meaning rather is. 
So shall tbon dwell in the land, 
and feed secarely. Possession 
of the land in peace and secu- 



rity is the reward promised to 
faith and well-doinjjr. 

6. Shall bring il io pQ9sI\ 
Will act for thee, and bring thy 
designs to a saocessfol isspe. 

7. Eold thee still in the 
Lord,'] **Best in the Lord, 
and wait patiently for Him. 
Fret not thyself because of , 
him who prospereth in his 
way — ^because of nim who bring- 
eth wicked devices to pass." 
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patiently upon Him ; but grieve not thyself 
at him, whose way doth prosper, against the 
man that doeth after evil counsels. 

8 Leave off from wrath, and let go dis- 
pleasure ; fret not thyself, else shalt thou he 
moved to do evil. 

9 Wicked doers shall be rooted out ; and 
they that patiently abide the Lord, those shall 
inherit the land. 

10 Yet a little while, and the ungodly 
shall be clean gone ; thou shalt look after his 
place, and he shall be away. 

11 But the meek-spirited shall possess the 
earth ; and shall be refreshed in the multitude 
of peace. 

12 The ungodly seeketh counsel against 
the just ; and gnasheth upon him with his 
teeth. 

13 The Lord shall laugh him to scorn, for 
He hath seen that his day is coming. 

14 The ungodly have drawn out the sword, 
and have bent their bow ; to cast down the 
poor and needy, and to slay such as are of a 
right conversation. 

15 Their sword shall go through their own 
heart, and their bow shall be broken. 



8. Tret not thytelf^ else, &c.] 
Be nof provoked to anger, lest 
thou be tempted to sin. 

11. Themeek'9pirUedf]"'B\ei- 
fled are the meek: for they 
%hall inherit the earth." Matt. 
▼. 5. 

\2. Seeketh counsel] Plotteth. 

18. Fit day] The day of 



retribution. Job zviii. 20. 

14. (hnversc^ion.lCondxic^ 
way of Ufe. As in 1 ret. i. 15 : 
" Be ye holy in all manner of 
conversation f* and 2 Pet. iii. 11 . 

15. Their sword, hxi,] The 
weapons which they prepared 
against others, shall be tamed 
against themselves. 
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16 A small thing that the righteous hath 
is tetter than great riches of the ungodly. 

17 For the arms of the ungodly shall 
be broken, and the Lord upholdeth the 
righteous. 

18 The Lord knoweth the days of the 
godly ; and their inheritance shall endure for 
ever. 

19 They shall not be confounded in the 
perilous time ; and in the days of dearth they 
shall have enough. 

20 As for the ungodly they shall perish, 
and the enemies of the Lord shall consume 
as the fat of lambs ; yea, even as the smoke 
shall they consume away. 

21 The ungodly borroweth, and payeth 
not again ; but the righteous is merciful, and 
liberaL 

22 Such as are blessed of God shall possess 
the land ; and they that are cursed of Him 
shall be rooted out. 

23 The Lord ordereth a good man's going ; 
and maketh his way acceptable to Him- 
self. 

24 Though he fall he shall not be cast 
away ; for the Lord upholdeth him with his 
hand. 

25 I have been young, and now am old ; 



16. A mali thing] The 
little. ''Better is little with 
the fear of the Lord than peat 
treasure and trouble there- 
with." Prov. XV. 16. 

17. T'A^amw] The strength 
and power, fizek. xxz. 21. 



20. At the fcft of lambs/] 
As the fat is rapidly oon- 
samed in the fire of the sacri- 
fice. 

23. Ordereth a good matCt 
going/] That is, guideth the 
steps of a good man. 
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and yet saw I never the righteous forsaken, 
nor his seed begging their bread. 

26 The righteous is ever merciful, and 
lendeth ; and his seed is blessed. 

27 Flee from evil, and do the thing that 
is good ; and dwell for evermore. 

28 For the Lord loveth the thing that is 
right; He forsaketh not his that be godly, 
but they are preserved for ever. 

29 The unrighteous shall be punished ; as 
for the seed of the ungodly, it shall be rooted 
out. 

30 The righteous shall inherit the land, 
and dwell therein for ever. 

31 The mouth of the righteous is exercised 
in wisdom ; and his tongue will be talking of 

judgement. . • . . . 

32 The law of his God is in his heart ; 
and his goings shall not slide. 

33 The ungodly seeth the righteous ; and 
seeketh occasion to slay him. 

34 The Lord will not leave him in his 
hand, nor condemn him when he is judged. 

35 Hope thou in the Lord, and keep his 
way, and He shall promote thee, that thou 
shalt possess the land; when the ungodly 
shall perish, thou shalt see it. • 

36 I myself have seen the imgodly in 
great power, and flourishing like a green bay- 
tree. 



27. DweU for evermore.'] So 
sheJt thoa dwell in the land 
for ever. See verses 3 and 30. 

32. Hit ffofnffs thatt not 
slide."] His footsteps slip not. 



34. In his hand, &c.] In the 
power of his enemy ; nor con- 
demn him when he is judged 
by his enemy. 
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37 I went by, and lo, he was gone; I 
sought him, but his place could no where be 
found. 

38 Keep innocency, and take heed unto 
the thing that is right, for that shall bring a 
man peace at the last. 

39 As for the transgressors, they shall 
perish together ; and the end of the ungodly 
IS, they shall be rooted out at the last. 

40 But the salvation of the righteous 
Cometh of the Lord ; who is also their strength 
in the time of trouble. 

41 And the Lord shall stand by them, and 
save them ; He shall deliver them from the 
ungodly, and shall save them, because they 
put their trust in Him. 



Morning.] PSALM XXXVIIL [Day 8. 

8BLT-ABASEMEKT AND CONFESSION OF SIN. 

Pfrtper Psalm for Ash-Wednesday, 

PUT me not to rebuke, O Lord, in thine 
anger; neither chasten me in thy heavy 
displeasure. 

2 For thine arrows stick fast in me, and 
thy hand presseth me sore. 

3 There is no health in my flesh, because 
of thy displeasure ; neither is there any rest 
in my bones, by reason of my sin. 

4 For my wickednesses are gone over my 



38. Keep inHoeency^ &c.l 
"Mark the perfect man, and 
behold the upright; for the 
end of that man is peace." 



Ps. XXXVIir.— Tlie third 
Penitential Psalm. 

4. For my wickednesses are 
gone over my Aead/] like 
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head ; and are like a sore burden, too heavy 
for me to bear. 

6 My wounds stink, and are corrupt, through 
my foolishness. 

6 I am brought into so great trouble and 
misery, that I go mourning all the day long. 

7 For my loins are filled with a sore 
disease, and there is no whole part in my 
body. 

8 I am feeble, and sore smitten ; I have 
roared for the very disquietness of my 
heart. 

9 Lord, Thou knowest all my desire, and 
my groaning is not hid fi'om Thee. 

10 My heart panteth, my strength hath 
failed me; and the sight of mine eyes is 
gone from me. 

11 My lovers and my neighbours did stand 
looking upon my trouble, and my kinsmen 
stood afar off. 

12 They also that sought after my life laid 
snares for me ; and they that went about to 
do me evil talked of wickedness, and imagined 
deceit all the day long. 

13 As for me, I was like a deaf man, and 
heard not; and as one that is dumb, who 
doth not open his mouth. 



billows of the sea flowing over 
a man. Pa. cxxiv. 4. 

5. My foolithnesM.'] My 
Ticions and sinrul conduct. 
Refer to Ps. xxxi. 12, and the 
note on it. 

11. Sfand looking «jdo»] 
"Stand aloof from." 

12. Talked of mckednei*, 
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&c.] Talked mischief and medi- 
tated deceit. 

13. -«##/e>ri»i*,&c.] Compare 
verses 13---15, with St. Peter's 
description of oar Savionr's 
patient safTering. 1 Pet. ii. 
22, 23; see also 1 Sam. x. 27 ; 
Matt. xxvi. 62 ; John xix. 9. 
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14 I became even as a man that heareth 
not, and in whose mouth are no reproofs. 

15 For in Thee, O Lord, have I put my 
trust ; Thou shalt answer for me, O tord my 
God. 

16 I have required that they, even mine 
enemies, should not triumph over me ; for 
when my foot slipped, they rejoiced greatly 
against me. 

17 And I, truly, am set in the plague ; and 
my heaviness is ever in my sight. 

18 For I will confess my wickedness, and 
be sorry for my sin. 

19 But mine enemies live, and are mighty; 
and they that hate me wrongfully are many 
in number. 

20 They also that reward evil for ^ood are 
against me^ because I follow the thing that 
good is. 

21 Forsake me not, O Lord my God ; be 
not Thou far from me. 

22 Haste Thee to help me, O Lord God of 
my salvation. 



16. / have rehired, &c.] 
I have prated, sayinfr, Let not 
mine enemies rejoice over me. 

17. And I, (ntly^ am set in 
the plagve^ &c.] " I am ready 
to halt," or fHil ; and my sor- 
row, or pain, is continually 
present with me. 

19. But mine enemies Iwef 



and are miffkty;'] While the 
psalmist is helpless and in a 
manner dead, his enemies are 
living and powerful. 

20. Tkey aleo that reveard, 
&c.] "They also that render 
evil for good are my adver- 
saries. " 
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Psalm XXXIX. 

THE SHORTNESS AND YANITT OF HUMAN LIFE. 

Psalm used in the Bwrial Service, 

I SAID, " I will take heed to my ways, 
that I offend not in my tongue. 

2 I will keep my mouth as it were with 
a bridle, while the ungodly is in my sight." 

3 I held my tongue, and spake nothing ; 
I kept silence, yea, even from good words ; 
but it was pain and grief to me. 

4 My heart was hot within me, and while 
I was thus musing the fire kindled ; and at 
the last I spake with my tongue : 

5 " Lord, let me know mine end, and the 
number of my days, that I may be certified 
how long I have to live. 

6 Behold, Thou hast made my days as it 
were a span long ; and mine age is even as 
nothing jn respect of Thee ; and yerily every 
man living is altogether vanity. 

7 For man walketh in a vain shadow, and 
disquieteth himself in vain ; he heapeth up 
riches, and cannot tell who shall gather them. 

8 And now. Lord, what is my hope ? truly 
my hope is even in Thee. 



Ps. XXXIX. — David, labour- 
ing, it would seem, under some 
trouble or sickness, resolves 
that no word of complaint 
shall escape his lips in the 
presence of the ungodly ; but 
at last, stirred by the spirit 
within him, he breaks out into 
moumtul reflections on the 
shortness of life and the vanity 



of all earthly things. He con- 
cludes with a prayer to Ood, 
his only hope, for restoration to 
health, ana for a longer con- 
tinuance upon earth. 

6. As it foere a span long/] 
*' As an hand-breadth.*' 

8. And noWf Lord, what is 
my kopefl"A.i\d now, Lord, 
what wait I for P " 
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9 Deliver me from all mine offences, and 
make me not a rebuke unto the foolish. 

10 I became dumb, and opened not my 
mouth, for it was thy doing. 

11 Take thy plague away from me ; I am 
even consumed oy the means of thy heavy 
hand. 

12 When Thou with rebukes dost chasten 
man for sin. Thou makest his beauty to con- 
sume away, like as it were a moth fretting 
a garment; every man therefore is but 
vanity. 

13 Hear my prayer, O Lord, and with 
thine ears consider my calling ; hold not thy 
peace at my tears. 

14 For 1 am a stranger with Thee, and a 
sojourner, as all my fathers were. 

16 O spare me a little, that I may recover 
my strength, before I go hence, and be no 
more seen." 



9. Arehykeunio tkefoduh.'] 
An object of reproach to the 
worldly and wicked. 

10. / became dumb^ I re- 
idgned myself, and uttered no 
coroplainl^ (but only a prayer, 
YT. 0, 11 ;) because it is Thou, 
Lord, who hast chastened me. 

It was thy doing.'] My trial 
was of God*s sending, and ac- 
cording to his will. 

12. J moth fretting a gar- 
ment /] Sickness and disease 
waste and disfigure the strength 



and beauty of man, as the moth 
eats into and destroys the rich 
garments laid up in store by 
the rich in Eastern countries. 

IS. Hold not thy peace'] Re- 
main not silent, but hear my 
prayer in affliction, and hdp 
roe. 

14. ^ gtranger with Thee^ 
and a sojourner^ " They con- 
fessed that they were strangers 
and pilgrims upon the earth." 
Heb. xi. IS. JElefer to Oen. 
xlvii. 9. 
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Psalm XL. 



THB OBEDIENCE AND WILLING SACBIFIOE OF CHBIST. 

Proper Ptalmfor Good Friday. 

I WAITED patiently for the Lord, and 
He inclined unto me, and heard my 
calling. 

2 He brought me also out of the horrible 
pit, out of the mire and clay, and set my feet 
upon the rock, and ordered my goings. 

3 And He hath put a new song in my 
mouth, even a thanksgiving unto our God. 

4 Many shall see it, and fear, and shall 
put their trust in the Lord. 

5 Blessed is the man that hath set his hope 
in the Lord, and turned not unto the proud, 
and to such as go about with lies. 

6 O Lord my God, great are the wondrous 
works which Thou hast done, like as be also 
thy thoughts which are to us-ward; and 
yet there is no man that ordereth them unto 
Thee. 

7 If I should declare them, and speak of 



Ps. XL.— St. Paul, in his 
Epistle to the Hebrews, x. 6--7i 

? notes verses 8 — 10 of this 
Wm as spoken by David in 
the person of Christ ; and for 
this reason it has been selected 
by oar Church as a proper 
Psalm for the day of our Lord's 
crucifixion. 

2. Orderedmygoingi!] "Esta- 
blished my steps ;" enabled me 



to walk firmly and securely. 

4. Shall tee ity and fear^ 
Shall become acquainted with 
God's merciful dealings with 
me, and feel a reverential fear. 

6. Sueh 08 go about with 
lie*.'] " Such as turn aside to 
lies.*^ 

6. Thy thoughts which are 
to u9-ward/\ Thy thoughts to- 
wards us ; that is, Thy counsels 
for the good of man. 
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them, they should be more than I am able to 
express. 

8 Sacrifice, and meat-offering, Thou would- 
est not ; but mine ears hast Thou opened. 

9 Burnt-offerings, and sacrifice for sin, hast 
Thou not required ; then said I, Lo, I come, 

10 In the volume of the book it is written 
of me, that I should fulfil thy will ; O my 
God, I am content to do it ; yea, thy law is 
within my heart. 

Ill have declared thy righteousness in the 
great congregation ; lo, I will not refrain my 
lips, O Lord, and that Thou knowest. 

12 I have not hid thy righteousness within 
my heart ; my talk hath been of thy truth, 
and of thy salvation. 

13 I have not kept back thy loving mercy 
and truth from the great congregation. 

14 Withdraw not Thou thy mercy from 
me, O Lord ; let thy loving-kindness and thy 
truth alway preserve me. 

15 For innumerable troubles are come 
about me; my sins have taken such hold 
upon me that 1 am not able to look up ; yea, 
they are more in number than the nairs of 
my head, and my heart hath failed me. 



8. SacrificetOndmeat-Gfferingt 
Thau woiudek not /] " tdesirea 
mercy, and not sacrifice." Hosea 
▼L 6. See also 1 Sam. xt. 22 ; 
and compare Heb. x. 4. 

But mine ear* hast Thou 

red^ Thou hast gtren me 
disposition to hear; a 
readiness to obey. 1 Sam. xy. 
22; Jer.vii.22. 



10. In the volume <^ the book] 
In the Holy Scriptures, which 
were kept together in a roll, or 
volume. 

15. My sins have taken such 
hold"] The Messiah calls those 
sins his own, of which He bore 
the punishment. "The Lord 
hath laid on Him the iniquity 
of us all." Isa. liii. 6. 
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16 O Lord, let it be thy pleasure to deliver 
me ; make haste, O Lord, to help me. 

17 Let them be ashamed, ana confounded 
together, that seek after my soul to destroy 
it ; let them be driven backward, and put to 
rebuke, that wish me evil. 

18 Let them be desolate, and rewarded 
with shame ; that say unto me, " Fie upon 
thee, fie upon thee." 

19 Let all those that seek Thee be joyful 
and glad in Thee ; and let such as love thy 
salvation say alw^, " The Lord be praised.' 

20 As for me, I am poor and needy ; but 
the Lord careth for me. 

21 Thou art my helper and redeemer; 
make no long tarrying, O my God. 



Svening."] 



Psalm XLL 



[Day 8. 



THE BLESSEDNESS OF THE MERCIFUL. —THE FALSE FRIEND. 

BLESSED is he that considereth the poor 
and needy; the Lord shall deliver him 
in the time of trouble. 

2 The Lord preserve him, and keep him 
alive, that he may be blessed upon earth; 



17, 18. Lei them be ashamed, 
&c.] A prater that God will de- 
feat and confound tlie coansels 
of bis enemies; or perhaps a 
prophecy of the shame and 
misery which would befal the 
Jews, for their rejection of the 
Mesbiah. 

Ps. XLI. After pronouncing 



a blessing on the merciful, 
David complains of the mali- 
cious calumnies of his foes, 
and of the treachery of one 
ungrateful friend. The Psalm 
may have been sugge8t«d by 
the rebellion of Absalom. 

1. Blessed is he ^hc.'] "Bles- 
sed are the merciful : for they 
shall obtain mercy." Matt.v. 7. 
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and deliver not Thou him into the will of his 
enemies. 

3 The Lord comfort him, when he lieth 
sick upon his bed ; make Thou all his bed in 
his sickness. 

4 I said, " Lord, be merciful unto me ; heal 
my soul, for I have sinned against Thee." 

5 Mine enemies speak evil of me. " When 
shall he die, and his name perish? " 

6 And if he come to see me, he speaketh 
vanity, and his heart conceiveth falsehood 
within himself; and when he cometh forth he 
telleth it. 

7 All mine enemies whisper together 
against me ; even against me do they ima- 
gine this evil. 

8 " Let the sentence of guiltiness proceed 
against him ; and now that he lieth, let him 
rise up no more.^^ 

9 Yea, even mine own familiar friend, whom 
I trusted ; who did also eat of my bread, 
hath laid great wait for me. 

10 But be Thou merciful unto me, O Lord; 
raise Thou me up again, and I shall reward 
them. 



6. And if he came to tee me^ 
If any one of my enemies 
visit me, he nses deceitful 
words; he stores np mutter 
for calamnions reports; and 
when he goes forth agAin into 
the world, he spreads them 
abroad. 

8. Let the sentence ofguUii- 
nesi] David's enemies invoke 
upon him the sentence of con- 



demnation. They speak against 
him as smitten for his sins, and 
pray that he may never rise up 
from his bed of sickness. 

9. My own famiiiar friend.'] 
It is probable that the crafty 
and perfidious Ahithophel, 2 
Sam. XV. 12,31, is here glanced 
at, but the words are a direct 

Jrophecy of the treachery of 
adas. See John xiii. 18. 
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11 By this I know Thou favourest me, 
that mine enemy doth not triumph against me. 

12 And when I am in my health, Thou 
upholdest me, and shalt set me before thy 
face for ever. 

13 Blessed be the Lord God of Israel; 
world without end. Amen. 



Psalm XLII. 

AHDBNT LONGING FOR THE SANCTUABT AND WORSHIP 

OF GOD. 

LIKE as the hart desireth the water- 
brooks, so longeth my soul after Thee, 
O God. 

2 My soul is athirst for God, yea, even 
for the living God: when shall I come to 
appear before the presence of God ? 

3 My tears have been my meat day and 
night ; while they daily say unto me, "Where 
is now thy God?" 

4 Now, when I think thereupon, I pour 
out my heart by myself ; for I went with the 
multitude, and brought them forth into the 
house of God ; 



12. Before thy face] Lithe 
light of thy countenance. See 
Ps. xxi. 6. 

13. Blessed be the Lord 
Oodf &o.] This doxolofcy ter- 
minates the first of the five 
books into which the Psalms 
were divided by the Jews. 

Ps. XLn.— This and the 
following Psalm, which by some 
are supposed to be properly but 
one, depict the feelings of a 



pious Israelite deprived of the 
privilejre of the temple-worship. 
They suit the circnmstanoes of 
David, when compelled to flee 
to the country beyond Jordan. 
2 Sam. XV. 14. 

1. Desireth! "Panteth af. 
ter." 

2. When shall I come to 
appear'] When shall I be per* 
mitted to enter i^i^in into the 
temple, where God is more im- 
mediately present P 
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5 In the voice of praise and thanksgiving, 
among such as keep noly-day. 

6 Why art thou so full of heaviness, O 
my soul? and why art thou so disquieted 
within me ? 

7 Put thy trust in God, for I will yet give 
Him thanks for the help of his countenance. 

8 My Grod, my soul itf vexed within me ; 
therefore will I remember Thee concerning 
the land of Jordan, and the little hill of 
Hermon. 

9 One deep calleth another, because of the 
noise of the water-pipes : all thy waves and 
storms have gone over me. 

10 The Lord hath granted his loving- 
kindness in the day-time ; and in the night- 
season did I sing of Him, and made my 
prayer unto the God of my life. 

Ill will say unto the God of my strength, 
" Why hast Thou forgotten me? why golmus 
heavily, while the enemy oppresseth me ?" 

12 My bones are smitten asunder as with 
a sword, while mine enemies that trouble me 
cast me in the teeth ; 



5. In the voice of praise] 
** With the voice ot joy ana 
pniiae, with a multitude that 
kept holy-day." 

8. Conceminff the land of 
Jordan^ Therefore do I caU 
Thee to remembrance from the 
land of Jordan and Hermon : 
from the hill of Mitzar, (or 
little hill,) that is, from the 
mountain country, east of Jor- 
dan, to which David had fled. 



9. One deep eaUeth ano- 
ther^ ** })eep ealleth unto deep, 
at tne noise of thy water- 
spouts."— Waves in succession 
arise as if one summoned the 
other: so the floods of calamity 
and affliction, troubles upon 
troubles, burst upon and over 
my head. 

12. Caet me in the teeth/] 
Taunt and revile me. 
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13 Namely, while they say daily unto me, 
" Where is now thy God?" 

14 Why art thou so vexed, O my soul ? 
and why art thou so disquieted within me ? 

15 O put thy trust in God, for I will yet 
thank Him, which is the help of my counte- 
nance, and my God. 

Psalm XLIII. 

PBATEB FOB DIYINJS GUIDANOE. 

GIVE sentence with me, O God, and 
defend my cause against the ungodly 
people : O deliver me from the deceitful and 
wicked man. 

2 For Thou art the God of my strength : 
why hast Thou put me from Thee? and whv 
go I so heavily, while the enemy oppresseth 
me? 

3 O send out thy light and thy truth, that 
they may lead me ; and bring me unto thy 
holy hill, and to thy dwelling. 

4 And that I may go unto the altar of God, 
even unto the God of my joy and* gladness ; 
and upon the harp will I give thanks unto 
Thee, O God, my God. 

5 Why art thou so heavy, O my soul ? and 
why art thou so disquieted within me ? 

6 O put thy trust in God, for I will yet 
give Him thanks, which is the help of my 
countenance, and my God, 



XLIII. — 1. Give ientence 
wUk me,] Frononnoe judgment 
in my fayour. 

3. Send out thy light and thy 
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truth^ Spread abroad the rays 
of spiritual light and know- 
ledge, and make manifest the 
truth of thy promises. 



PSALM XLIV. 



Day 9. 



Morning,-] PsALM XLIV. [Day 9. 

THE YOICIS OF THS OHUBCH UlTDBB PEBSBOUTION. 

yVTE have heard with our ears, O God, 
▼ T our fathers have told us, what Thou 
hast done in their time of old ; 

2 How Thou hast driven out the heathen 
with thy hand, and planted them in : how 
Thou hast destroyed the nations, and cast 
them out. 

3 For they gat not the land in possession 
through their own sword ; neither was it 
their own arm that helped them ; ^ 

4 But thy right hand, and thine arm, and 
the light x>i thy countenance, because Thou 
hadst a favour unto them. 

5 Thou art my King, O God ; send help 
unto Jacob. 

6 Through Thee will we overthrow our 
enemies, and in thy Name 'will we tread 
them under, that rise up against us. 

7 For I will not trust in my bow ; it is 
not my sword that shall help me ; 

8 But it is Thou that savest us from our 



Ps. XUV.— The Psalmist 
^atefully acknowledges God's 
wonderful mercies vouchsafed 
to his people in the old time, 
bemoans their present fallen 
conditiou, asserte their faith- 
fulness, and appeals to God for 
deliYerance. 

1. We have heard^ &c.] This 
verse, somewhat amplified, is 



adopted as a ground of confi- 
dence and plea for deliverance 
in our Litany. "0 God, we 
have heard with our ears,** &c. 

2. How Thou htut driven 
ottf] For the history of the 
conquest of Canaan, see the 
Book of Joshua, especiidly x. 
9, 10, and xziv. 12. 

6. VfUoJaeob,']ihtttiB,TJnto 
the people of Israel. 



G 2 
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enemies, and pattest them to confusion that 
.hate us. 

9 We make our boast of God all day long ; 
and will praise thy Name for ever. 

10 But now Tnou art far off, and pattest 
as to confusion, and goest not forth with our 
armies. 

11 Thou makest us to turn our backs upon 
our enemies; so that they which hate us 
spoil our goods. 

12 Thou lettest us be eaten up like sheep, 
and hast scattered us among the heathen. 

13 Thou sellest thy people for nought, and 
takest no money for them. 

14 Thou makest us to be rebuked of our 
neighbours ; to be laughed to scorn, and had 
in derision of them that are round about us. 

15 Thou makest us to be a by- word among 
the heathen ; and that the people shake their 
heads at us. 

16 My confusion is daily before me, and 
the shame of my face hath covered me ; 

17 For the voice of the slanderer and blas- 
phemer ; for the enemy and avenger. 

18 And though all this be come upon us, 
yet do we not forget Thee, nor behave our- 
selves frowardly in thy covenant. 

19 Our heart is not turned back, neither 
our steps gone out of thy way ; 



11. S^l our poodt.'] Seise 
our property as their vpoil or 
pluDOer. 

13. Thou telleH thy people 
for nought^ &c.] meaning, Thou 
treatest them as a thing of no 



Talae, and for which no price 
would be giTen. 

18. Behave ouradvee fro- 
wardly] Renounce thy cove- 
nant, and turn aside to other 
gods. 
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20 No, not when Thou hast smitten us 
into the place of dragons, and covered us 
with the snadow of death. 

21 If we have forgotten the Name of our 
Grod, and holden up our hands to anv strange 

fod, shall not God search it out? for He 
noweth the very secrets of the heart. 

22 For thy sake also are we killed all the 
day long, and are counted as sheep appointed 
to be slain. 

23 Up, Lord, why sleepest Thou? awake, 
and be^not absent from us for ever. 

24 Wherefore hidest Thou thy face, and 
forgettest our miserjr and trouble ? 

25 For our soid is brought low, even unto 
the dust ; our belly cleaveth unto the ground. 

26 Arise, and help us ; and deliver us for 
thy mercy*s sake. 

Psalm XLV. 

THB MABBIAGE OT CHRIST WITH HIS 8P0USB THE OHUBCH. 

Proper PsaZm for Cfhristmcu Day. 

MY heart is inditing of a good matter ; 
I speak of the things which 1 have 
made unto the King, 



20. 7%e place of dragont^ 
that is. The deaert ; the abode 
of wild beasts and venontoiu 
•eipents. Jer. ix. 11. 

n. KUled all the daf ioHff,'] 
A striking description of snffisr- 
log and perseeation which St. 
Paul quotes as applicable to 
the Cnristiiuis of his time. 
Ron. viii. 36. See also 1 Cor. 
XT. 81, - 1 die daily." 

Pa. XLV.— In this Psalm 



the poetical language and ima- 
gery suitable for the description 
of a royal marrii^pe are em- 
ployed to shadow forth the 
espousals of King Messiah 
with his Bride the Churclu 
In various parts of Scripture 
the Church is desiffnateii as 
the Bride of Christ. SseEphes. 
▼. 23 ; Rev. xix. 7 ; "i. 9. 

1. My heart it inditiHg^%M,'\ 
My heart is overflowing wita 
a goodly subject ; I will recite 
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2 My tongae is the pen of a ready writer. 

3 Thou art fairer than the children of 
men ; full of grace are thy lips, because God 
hath blessed Thee for ever. 

4 Gird Thee with thy sword upon thy 
thigh, O Thou most Mighty, according to 
thy worship and renown. 

5 Good luck have Thou with thine honour ; 
ride on, because of the word of truth, of 
meekness, and righteousness ; and thy right 
hand shall teach Thee terrible things. 

6 Thy arrows are very sharp, and the 
people shall be subdued unto Thee ; even in 
the midst among the King's enemies. 

7 Thy seat, O God, endureth for ever ; the 
sceptre of thy kingdom is a right sceptre. 

8 Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated 
iniquity ; wherefore God, even thy God, hath 
anointed Thee with the oil of gladness above 
thy fellows. 



the song which I have made 
coooerning the King. 

3. Thou art fairer, ^.2 The 
Psalmist addresses Him who 
was "the brightness of his 
father's glory and the express 
image of his person." Heb. 
i. S ; Zech. ix. 17. See also 
Lake iy. 22 ; John vii. 46. 

4. Gird Thee wUh thy 9word] 
The Messiah is here and in 
many other places represented 
as a mighty conqueror. See 
for example, Bev. vi. 2. His 
tword is the Word of God. 
Ephes. vi. 17 ; Heb. iv. 12. 

6. Good luok have Thou] A 
form of blessing which is equi- 
valent to "God speed and 



n 



prosper Thee. 

Because of the word of 
truth, &c.] Por the sake of 
truth, meekness, and righteous- 
ness. 

l%3f riffht hand shall teach 
Thee] By thy might Thou shalt 
accomplish wonderful things. 

6. Thy arrows are very 
sharp,] Spiritual weapons are 
here signified, and spiritual con- 
quests foretold. . 

7. Thy seat, God,] A pro- 
phecy quoted by St. Paul and 
applied byhim to our Saviour 
Christ. Heb. i. 8. 

8. Thy fellows,] Thy com- 
panions or fellow kings. I 
Kings iii. 11^18 ;.Rev. xix. 16. 
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9 All thj garments smell of myrrh, aloes, 
and cassia, out of the iyory palaces, whereby 
they have made Thee glad. 

10 Kings' daughters were among thy ho- 
nourable women ; upon thy right hand did 
stand the queen in a vesture of gold, wrought 
about wHh divers colours. 

11 Hearken, O daughter, and consider, 
incline tbine ear; forget also thine own 
people, and thy father's house. 

12 So shall the King have pleasure in thy 
beauty, for He is thy Lord God, and worship 
thou Him. 

13 And the daughter of Tyre shall be 
there with a gift ; like as the rich also among 
the people shall make their supplication be- 
fore thee. 

14 The King's daughter is all glorious 
within ; her clothing is of wrought gold. 



9. All thy garmeni$i &c.] 
The king, arrayed iu robes 
fragrrant with sweet perfames, 
ia here represented as a bride^ 
groom coming forth from a 
royal palace, the chambers of 
which were inlaid with ivory. 
Exod. XXX. 23, 24. 

10. Kingi dauahiert] The 
Cfcneen represented as standing 
at the rigtit hand of the King 
is his Spouse the Church : the 
kings* daughters, her attend- 
ants, signi^ the Gentile cities 
and countries who come to pav 
homage to the King and seek 
admission into his khigdom. 

11. Hearken f daughter ^ 
fto.] The Bride, — ^that is, the 
Church,— is now nddressed. 



and called upon to fbi^ the 
world which she has left, and 
give herself to her Lord. 

IS. The daughter of Tyre 
shall be there with a gift ;] T^e 
seems to be specially mentioned 
among the attendant virgins, 
because Tyre was a wealthy 
flourishing city, still heathen, 
though on the borders of the 
Holy Land. The presence of 
the daughter of Tyre is a type 
of the accession of the Gentiles 
to the Church. 

Uke as the rich, &c.] **Even 
the rich among the people shall 
entreat thy fiivour.** 

14. All glorioue unthin/] 
The King's daughter, arrayed 
in her glorious bridal apparel, 
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15 She shall be brought unto the King in 
raiment of needle- work ; the virgins that be 
her fellows shall bear her companj, and shall 
be brought unto Thee. 

16 With joy and gladness shall they be 
brought, and shall enter into the Eang's 
palace. • 

17 Instead of thy fathers thou shalt have 
children, whom thou majest make princes 
in all lands. 

18 I will remember thv Name from one 
generation to another; tnerefore shall the 
people give thanks unto Thee, world without 
end. 



Psalm XLVI. 



GOD THE aSFUOB OF HBS FBOPLE. 

GOD is our hope and strength, a very 
present help m trouble. 
2 Therefore will we not fear, though the 



is represoBted as awaiting, 
within faer Father's palace, the 
procession to the house ot the 
Bridegrooia. The words, how- 
ever, may refer to the inward 
beauty and parity of the Bride, 
and so typify the C^nrch, which 
was to be presented to her 
Lord,— "a glorious Church, 
not having spot or wrinkle, or 
any sucii thing ;' but . . . holy 
and without Uemisfa." Ephes. 
V.27. 

16. The viraitu thai be her 

fellow] The Gentile cities or 

communities which accept tJie 

invitation of the King, and 



follow his Spouse the Ghureh. 

17. Instead tf thy father* 
thou ehalt have dU/dtr^n,] In* 
stead of Gentile or Jewish 
parents and kindred, a nume* 
rous and illustrious progeny of 
spiritual children in all luids. 
Bev. i. 6. 

18. WiU remember'} Will 
cdebrate thy name and main 
it to be remembered unto aU 
generations. 

XLVL — ^1. A very preeent 
help] Always at hand and 
refuiy to siiooottr. 



88 



PSALM XLVL DAT 9. 



eaxth be moved, and though the hills be 
carried into the midst of the sea ; 

3 Though the waters thereof rage and 
swell, and though the mountains shake at 
the tempest of the same. 

4 The rivers of the flood thereof shall 
make glad the citj of God, the holj place of 
the tabernacle of the most Highest. 

5 Grod is in the midst of her, therefore 
shall she not be removed ; God shall help 
her, and that right early. 

6 The heathen make much ado, and the 
kingdoms are moved, but God hath shewed 
his voice, and the earth shalt melt away. 

7 The Lord of hosts is with us ; the God 
of Jacob is our refuge. 

8 O come hither, and behold the works of 
the Lord, what destruction He hath brought 
upon the earth. 

9 He maketh wars to cease in all the 
world ; He breaketh the bow, and knappeth 
the spear in sunder, and bumeth the chariots 
in the fire. 

10 Be still then, and know that I am God ; 
I will be exalted among the heathen, and I 
will be exalted in the earth. 

11 The Lord of hosts is with us ; the God 
of Jacob is our refuge. 



4. Tke rivers of the fiood 
therecf] " There in a river the 
streams whereof make ^ad the 
eitj of God.'* The people of 
God abide in jwaoe beside the 
still waters or comfort, while 
the world without is a|ptated 
by storms and tempests. 



8. What dettructiony &&] 
He makes desolation on the 
earth by the overthrow of the 
enemies of his people. 

9. St maketh war* to ceate^ 
&c.] that is, by redneing to 
safajection hostile powers. 
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JEvming,] PsALM XLVII. [Day 9. 

BONG or PRAISE FOB ALL NATIONS. 

Proper Psalm for Ascension Day, 

OCLAP your hands together, all ye peo- 
ple : O sing unto God with the voice 
of melody. 

2 For the Lord is high, and to be feared ; 
He is the great King upon all the earth. 

3 He shall subdue the people under us, 
and the nations under our feet. 

4 He shall choose out an heritage for us, 
even the worship of Jacob, whom He loved. 

6 God is gone up with a merry noise, and 
the Lord with the sound of the trump. 

6 O sing praises, sing praises unto our 
God ; O sing praises, sing praises unto our 
King. 

7 For God is the King of all the earth: 
sing ye praises with understanding. 



Ps. XLVIL seems to have 
been written in celebration of 
some signal victory or deli- 
verance. 

1. I%e voice of melody.'] 
or, " The voice of triumph." 

2. Upon all the earth.'] ra- 
ther, as in the Bible, " over all 
the earth." ' 

3. He thaUmbdue the people 
under ««,] The Jews, misinter- 
preting tnis and similar pro- 
phecies, expected their Messiah 
to come as an earthly kin^r and 
oonqneror, whereas the prophe- 
cies really refer to his spiritual 



power and dominion. 1 Cor. 
XV. 25. 

4. Even the worship of Ja- 
eob^] The honour or "excel- 
lency of Jacob," namely, the 
land of Canaan, his inherit- 
ance, which was "the glory 
of all hinds." 

5. Ood is gone up, &c.] 
Words applicable in the first 
instance to the procession of 
the ark (the symbol of God*8 
presence) into the tabernacle, 
2 Sam. vi. 16 ; and secondly, to 
the ascension of Christ into 
Heaven. 
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8 God reignetli over the heathen, Qod 
sitteth upon his holj seat. 

9 The princes of the people are joined 
nnto the people of the Goa of Abraham, for 
God, which IS very high exalted, doth defend 
the earth as it were with a shield. 



Psalm XLVIII. 

JEBX7SALBH AN EMBLEX OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH. 

Proper PtoLm for WkU-Svmday, 

GREAT is the Lord, and highly to be 
praised in the city of our God, even 
upon his holy hill. 

2 The hill of Sion is a fair place, and the 
joy of the whole earth : upon the north-side 
lieth the city of the great King ; God is well 
known in her palaces as a sure refuge, 

3 For lo, the kings of the earth are 
gathered, and gone by together. 



9. 7%e primees of the people] 
The meaning leems to be that 
the Heathen and the Jewish 
people are nnited under one 
heavenly King. 

Ae it were with a ehield."] or, 
" The shields of the earth be- 
long to God.'* The meaning 
is, either, that Gbd Himself is 
the shield and defence of his 
people, or, that He nses princes 
and mlers as the protectors of 
their snbjects. SeeHosea iv. 18, 
where, for the word " rulers," 
which occurs in the text, the 
reading in the margin is 
" shields." 

Ps XLVIII.— The language 



which is used in this Psalm 
to describe the external beauty 
and solid strength of the city 
of Mount Zion, bears an ob- 
vious spiritual application to 
the true Chnrch of Ood which 
is ** built upon the foundation 
of the Apostles and Prophets, 
Jesus Christ Himself being the 
chief corner-stone." Ephes. 
ii.20. 

S. For lo, the king* of the 
earthy &c.] ** For lo, the Icings 
were assembled; they passed 
by together. They saw it, and 
so they marvelled; they were 
troubled and hasted away." 
Kings ^ho were banded to- 
gether for the destruction of 
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4 They marvelled to see such things ; they 
were astonished, and suddenly cast down. 

6 Fear came there upon them, and sor- 
row, as upon a woman in her travail. 

6 Thou shalt break the ships of the sea 
through the east-wind. 

7 Like as we have heard, so have we seen 
in the city of the Lord of hosts, in the city 
of our God : God upholdeth the same for 
ever. 

8 We wait for thy lovinff-kindness, O 
God, in the midst of thy temple. 

9 O God, according to thy Name, so is 
thy praise unto the world's end : thy right 
hand is full of righteousness. 

10 Let the mount Sion rejoice, and the 
daughter of Judah be glad, because of thy 
judgements. 

11 Walk about Sion, and go round about 
her, and tell the towers thereof. 



Jenualem were alarmed at 
leeine its stroi^ defences, and 
hastify retmted. 2 Chron. xx. 

6. Fear came there upon 
them^&c.'] The sadden terror of 
the enemv is compared, (1) to 
the apprehensions of a woman 
in trayail, (2) to the alarm and 
terror occasioned by a storm at 
sea, when ships are destroyed 
by the violence of the winds. 

7. Like at v>e have heard, so 
have we teen] We have now 
seen wonders like those in the 
old time of which our fathers 
have told us, and we are 
assared thereby of God*8 favour 
and protectioa to his holy 
dty. 



8. We wait for thy Umng- 
kindnett, &c.] We remember, 
and meditate upon, thy good* 
ness, &0. 

9. 6odt acoordina to thf 
Name, to it thypraitej By the 
** name " of God are expressed 
in Scripture his attributes, as 
power, justice, and mercy , and 
wherever throughout the world 
his name is thus known, there 
the sacrifice of praise is offered 
to Him. 

10. Beoamte of thy judge- 
menit^ Thy judgements upon 
her enemies. 

11. Tell the towert thereof ^ 
Count the number of her 
towers. 



PSALM XLIX. 



Dat9. 



12 Mark well her bulwarks, set up her 
houses, that ye may tell them that come 
after. 

13 For this God is our God for ever and 
ever ; He shall be our guide unto death. 

Psalm XLEX, 

TH9 TBAK8IT0BT NATURE OF WOBLDLT PB0SF1SBITT. 

OHEAK ye this, all ye people ; ponder 
it with your ears, ail ye that dwell in 
the world ; 

2 High and low, rich and poor, one with 
another. 

3 My mouth shall speak of wisdom, and 
my heart shall muse of understanding. 

4 I will incline mine ear to the parable, 
and shew my dark speech upon the harp. 

5 Wherefore should I fear in the days of 
wickedness, and when the wickedness of my 
heels compasseth me round about ? 

6 There be some that put their trust in 
their goods, and boast themselyes in the 
multitude of their riches. 



12. Set up her housei^ "Con- 
sider her palaces." The people 
are inyitea to aunrey the Holy 
City in her strength and beau- 
ty, resting in safety nnder the 
shield of her Heavenly Protec- 
tor. It will be borne in mind 
that Jerusalem is an ereblon of 
the Chureh of Christ. 

XLIX. — 4>. 7 wiU incline 
mine ear to iAe parable, &c.] 
I will listen to hear the secret 



meaning of God ; I will de- 
clare his hidden connsds in 
a psafan to tha music of the 
harp. 

5. In the days of wcked' 
ne9s^ Bather, of evil or ad- 
versity. 

When the wckedneu of my 
heehtkc."] When my treache- 
rous enemies come round about 
me to catch me by the heel, 
that is, to trip me up. 
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7 But no man may deliver his brother, 
nor make agreement unto God for him ; 

8 For it cost more to redeem their souls ; 
80 that he must let that alone for ever ; 

9 Yea, though he live long, and see not 
the grave. 

10 For he seeth that wise men also die, 
and perish together, as well as the ignorant 
and foolish, and leave their riches for other. 

11 And yet they think that their houses 
shall continue for ever, and that their dwell- 
ing-places shall endure from one generation 
to another ; and call the lands after their own 
names. 

12 Nevertheless, man will not abide in 
honour, seeing he may be compared unto the 
beasts that perish ; this is the way of them. 

13 This is their foolishness, and their 
posterity praise their saying. 

14 They lie in the hell like sheep, death 
gnaweth upon them, and the righteous shall 



7. Bui HO tiym, &c.] None 
of those who trust in their 
riches '* can by any means re- 
deem his brother, nor give to 
Grod a ranfom for him." 

8. For it cost tnore, &c.] 
"For the redemption of their 
sod is precious [costly], so 
that such an attempt must be 
for ever ahandoned. 

9. Fea, thawjik he live lonff^ 
and tee not the graoe.'] The 
sense, according to the Bible 
Version, is, no man can redeem 
his brother, so '* that lie should 
live for ever and not see cor- 
ruption.** 

10. For he teeth] For it is 



seen that wise men also die, 
and therefore man*s wisdom is 
no security against death. 

12. NevertheletSf man wtU 
not abidcy &c/] Yet man, though 
in a state of^ honour and pro- 
sperity, abidethnot. He is like 
the beasts that perish. 

13. Thit it their foolithnett^ 
** This their way is their folly : 
yet their posterity approve their 
sayings.** 

14<. They lie in the hell like 
theep^ They are laid in the 
grave tike sheep in a slaughter* 
nonse. 

Death anaweth upon them^ 
- Death shall feed on them." 
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have domination over tliem in the morning ; 
their beauty shall consume in the sepulchre 
out of their dwelling. 

16 But God hath delivered my soul from 
the place of hell, for He shall receive me. 

16 Be not thou afraid, though one be 
made rich, or if the glory of his house be 
increased ; 

17 For he shall carry nothing away with 
him when he dieth ; neither shall his pomp 
follow him, 

18 For while he lived, he counted himself 
an happy man ; and so long as thou doest 
well imto thyself, men will speak good of 
thee. 

19 He shall follow the generation of his 
fathers, and shall never see light. 

20 Man being in honour hath no under- 
standing, but is compared unto the beasts 
that perish. 



Mornvng."] 



Psalm L. 



[Day 10. 



god's claim to be worbhifpbd in bpibtt and in truth. 

THE Lord, even the most mighty God, 
hath spoken, and called the world, from 



1 4. Shall have domination over 
them in the morning;'] Shall 
get the better of them; shall 
h&\e the advantage over them 
as soon as the hours of dark- 
ness are over. Herein, pro- 
bably, we may discern a " para- 
ble" or ** dark speech** (ver. 4), 
wherein the superiority or tri- 
umph of the righteous over the 
widLed — when the grave is 



passed, and the morning of the 
resurrection has risen— is pre- 
figured. 

20 Man heing in honour, 
&c.] " Man that is in honour, 
and understandeth not, is like 
the beasts that perish.*' 

Ps. L. — ^God summons all 
mankind to hear his 
ment on his people Isrt 
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the rising up of the smiy unto the going down 
thereof. 

2 Oat of Sion hath Ood appeared in per- 
fect beauty. 

3 Our Grod shall come, and shall not keep 
silence ; there shall go before Him a con- 
suming fire, and a mighty tempest shall be 
stirred up round about Him. 

4 He shall call the heaven from above, and 
the earth, that He may judge his people. 

5 Gather mj saints together unto Me; 
those that have made a covenant with Me 
with sacrifice. 

6 And the heaven shall declare his right- 
eousness, for God is Judge Himself. 

7 " Hear, O my people, and I will speak ; 
I myself will testity against thee, O Israel ; 
for 1 am God, even thy God. 

8 I will not reprove thee because of thy 
sacrifices, or for thy burnt-offerings, because 
they were not alway before Me. 

9 I will take no bullock out of thine 
house, nor he-goat out of thy folds. 

10 For all the beasts of the forest are 



whom He oondemns for orer- 
looking the spiritual meaning 
and real purpose of the law of 
Moses. Compare Micah vi. 
The judgment of the Jews is 
a type of the judgment which 
awaits the whole world at the 
last day. This Psafan would 
serve to prepare the more 
thoughtful Israelites for the 
introduction of a more spiritual 
law. It is ascribed to Asaph. 
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See I Chron. vi 89 ; 2 Cfaron. 
zxiz. SO. 

2. Ota of Sum, ka.'] «*Out 
of Sion, the perfection of beau- 
ty, God hath shined." 

8. I wUl not reprofse thee, 
&C.] I make no charge against 
thee for neglect of sacrifice or 
formal service. 

9. / wiU take no hiUoek'] 
I do not require, I will not 
accept such offerings. 



PSALM L. DAT 10. 

mine, and so are the cattle upon a thousand 
hills. 

11 I know all the fowls upon the moun- 
tains, and the wild beasts of the field are in 
my sight. 

12 If I be hungry, I will not tell thee, 
for the whole world is mine, and all that is 
therein. 

13 Thinkest thou that I will eat bulls' 
flesh, and drink the blood of goats ? 

14 Offer unto God thanksgiving, and pay 
thy vows unto the most Highest. 

15 And call upon Me in the time of 
trouble, so will I hear thee, and thou shalt 
praise Me." 

16 But unto the ungodly said God, ^* Why 
dost thou preach my laws, and takest my 
covenant in thy mouth ; 

17 Whereas thou hatest to be reformed, 
and hast cast my words behind thee ? 

18 When thou sawest a thief, thou con- 
sentedst unto him, and hast been partaker 
with the adulterers. 

19 Thou hast let thy mouth speak wicked- 
ness, and with thy tongue thou hast set forth 
deceit. 



13. That I wiU eat bidW flesh, 
&c.] The Almi^htv remon- 
strates with hin carnally-ininded 
people for imagrining thnt Htf 
could be gratified with the 
flesh and blood of slain vio- 

tilDS. 

14. Offer unto God thanh' 
ffivinffyjThe oiily offering ac« 
ceptaUe to God is that of a 



grateful heart, — a heart devoted 
to his service. 

16. Whydost thou preach 
my lawsy'] What right or claim 
hast thou to profess obedience 
to my laws .9 See Rom. ii. 
17—28. 

17. Whereas thou hatest to 
be reformed,'] "Seeing thon 
hatest instruction." 

" St 



Day 10. 



PSALM LI. 



20 Thou satest, and spakest against thj 
brother; yea, and hast slandered thine own 
mother's son. 

21 These things hast thou done, and I 
held my tongue, and thou thoughtest wick- 
edly, that I am even such a one as thyself: 
but I will reprove thee, and set before thee 
the things that thou hast done. 

22 O consider this, ye that forget God, 
lest I pluck you away, and there be none to 
deliver you. 

23 Whoso offereth Me thanks and praise, 
he honoureth Me ; and to him that ordereth 
his conversation right will I shew the salva- 
tion of God." 

Psalm LT. 

DAVID*8 CONFESSION AND REPBNTANCJS. 

Proper Psalm for Ask- Wednesday. 

HAVE mercy upon me, O God, after thy 
great goodness, according to the multi- 
tude 01 thy mercies do away mine offences. 



21. / held my tongue^ &c.] 
Notwithstaudinir thy many and 
grievous sins against Mp, I 
refrained myself, and forbore 
to punish. 

Thou thoughfeH wickedly^ 
&c.] You presnmptuonsly eon- 
cludfd from my forbearance 
that I was indifferent to good 
or evil conduct, and took no 
aoronnt of human actions. 
£lsewhere we learn (see Bom. 
ii. 4, 5) that the froodness and 
forbearance of God towards 
sinners is meant to lead them 
to repentance. 

Bui I will reprove thee, &c.] 



I will convict thee of tiiy sins, 
and bring them up as accusing 
witnesses {gainst thee at the 
fearful day of reckoning. Well 
may they that " forget God" (v. 
22) be called to consider this 
solemn warning. 

22. Lest I pluck you atoay^ 
" Lest I tear you in pieces." 

Ps. LI.— The fourth Peni- 
tential Psalm, written by David 
to express and record the 
deepest penitence and contri- 
tion for his heinous sins against 
God. Bead 2 Sam. xi. xii. 
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2 Wash me throughly from my wicked- 
ness, and cleanse me^ from my sin. 

3 For I acknowledge my faults, and my 
sin is ever before me. 

4 Against Thee only have I sinned, and 
done this evil in thy sight, that Thou mightest 
be justified in thy saying, and clear when 
Thou art judged. 

5 Behold, I was shapen in wickedness, and 
in sin hath my mother conceived me. 

6 But lo. Thou requirest truth in the in- 
ward parts, and shalt make me to understand 
wisdom secretly. 

7 Thou shalt purge me with hyssop, and 
I shall be clean ; Thou shalt wash me, and 
I shall be whiter than snow. 

8 Thou shalt make me hear of joy and 
gladness, that the bones which Thou hast 
broken may rejoice. 

9 Turn thy face from my sins, and put 
out all my misdeeds. 

10 Make me a clean heart, O God, and 
renew a right spirit within me. 



4. Against Thee only] David 
is brought to confess that 
though he had grjevoasly of- 
fended men, his sin consisted 
most especially in his flaerRnt 
tran^f^ression of the divine Law. 

That Thou miffktest be justU 
Jied in ihy saying^ So that 
Thon art righteous m thy sen- 
tence. 

Clear when Thou artjwlged.'] 
that is, Free from the impu- 
tation of injustice or undue 
severity. 

5. Behold^ Iv>a$ shtyoen, &c.] 



Here is as distinct an acknow- 
ledgement of the taint or 
corruption of man's nature as 
any to be found in the New 
IVstament. So Job xiv. 4, 
" who can bring ft dean thing 
out of an unclean P not one. 

7. Hyssop,'] Hyssop is pro- 
bably the caper plant, which 
was dipped in blood, and used 
to sprinkle an unclean person. 
Lev. xiv. 4 ; Heb. ix. 19. 

10. MaJIre me a clean hearty 
&c.] Ezek. xxxvi. 26 ; Epiies. 
iv. 24. See Collects for Christ- 
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11 Cast me not away from thy presence, 
and take not thy holy Spirit from me. 

12 O give me the comfort of thy help 
again, and stablish me with thy free Spirit. 

13 Then shall I teach thy ways imto the 
wicked, and sinners shall be converted unto 
Thee. 

14 Deliver me from blood-guiltiness, O 
God, Thou that art the God of my health, 
and my tongue shall sing of thy righteousness. 

15 Thou shalt open my lips, O Ijord, and 
my mouth shall shew thy praise. 

16 For Tliou desirest no sacrifice, else 
would I give it Thee: but Thou delightest not 
in burnt-offerings. 

17 The sacrifice of God is a troubled 
spirit ; a broken and contrite heart, O God, 
snalt Thou not despise. 

18 O be favourable and gracious unto 
Sion ; build Thou the walls of Jerusalem. 

19 Then shalt Thou be pleased with the 
sacrifice of righteousness, with the bumt- 



mas-day, the feHst of Purifica- 
tion, Ash-Wedifesday, and Ist 
C!ollect in the Communioa Ser- 
vice. 

14. Deliver me from Uood- 
guUtineis^ llie sin of m order, 
of which he made himself 
jniilty by orderinfr Uriah *'to 
be set in the forefront of the 
hottest battle," that he might 
be " smitten and die.** 2 Sam. 
zi. 15. 

Thou that eari the Qod cf my 
health,^ *«Thoa God of my 
salvation." 

15. nou thaU open mp Upt^ 



&c.] This verse, according to 
the Bible translation, forms 
the first two versicles which are 
used after the Lord's Prayer, 
in our daily morning and eve- 
ning service. 

16. For T^hou desirest no saeri' 
fice^** And Samuel said. Hath 
the liord as great delight in 
burnt-offerings and sacriScea, 
as in obeying the voice of the 
LordP Behold, to obey is 
better than sacrifice, and to 
hearken thait the fat of rams." 
1 Sam. XT. 22. 
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offerings and oblations ; then shall they offer 
young bullocks upon thine altar. 



Psalm LII. 

THE 0BI7BL AND TBSAOHBIIOUB MAN BBQUITBD AT LAST. 

WHY boastest thou thyself, thou tyrant, 
that thou canst do mischief; 

2 Whereas the goodness of God endureth 
yet daily ? 

3 Thy tongue imaffineth wickedness, and 
with lies thou cuttest like a sharp razor. 

4 Thou, hast loved unrighteousness more 
than goodness, and to talk of lies more than 
righteousness. 

5 Thou hast loved to speak all words that 
may do hurt, O thou false tongue. 

6 Therefore shall God destroy thee for 
ever. He shall take thee, and pluck thee out 
of thy dwelling, and root thee out of the 
land of the living. 

7 The righteous also shall see this, and 
fear, and shall laugh him to scorn ; 

8 " Lo, this is the man that took not God 



19. Toung bullocks] The 
finest and choicest yictims. 

Ps. LII. is entitled in, the 
Bible Version, "A Pnalra of 
David when Doe^ the Edomite 
came and told SmuI, and said 
nnto him, David is come to 
the house of Abimelech." It 
seems to have been su^rgested 
by the treacherons dlauKhter of 
the priests at Nob by Doefit, the 
chief of the herdsmen, at Saul's 



commsnd. Head 1 Sam. xxii. 

1. Catist do mischief ;'\T\\\s 
verse is translated in the Bible, 
" Why boastest thou thyself in 
mischief, O miirhty mnn P" 

3. Whereas the goodness df 
Oody Stc] The providential care 
and protection of Gt)d is con- 
trasted with the malice and 
violence of wicked men. 

3. Thy fongite imagineth 
wickedness^ "Thy tongue de- 
viseth mischiefs." 

ioi 



T»AT]0. 



i'liwh' (if h'm ricbefe. 
if J h\n -wickHduttm.'^ 

9 An f(fr me, I am 

mrrfj fii* Gfid ffn* crer mai 

10 1 will alwajB give tu 
llmt T1k»u hast dcme, and I 
Numc, for tliy gaints like it 

£rpninp.] PsALM LUL 

tflU MOtUL DEPftATITT AJTD TlltAL 



Tm:*} tiie miiL> 
naaifid iimaelf 



Olive-tree 



=s. i» in. die imdi^ 



=rD TBeefiw 
::^ rLope in thy 



CAtyi*. 



I^IlE fooHsli bodr hath said in his heai^ 
There is no God. 
2 Ccrrtipt are they, and become ahominable 
in Ihf ir wickedness, there is none that doeth 

|| P'>^^ looked down from heaven upon the 
rhilrlrnn of men, to see if there were any that 
Woultl tinclersfand, and seek after God. 

4 Hut they are all gone out of the way, 
|nny ttrci altogether become abominable; there 
l« ttUo notio that doeth good, no not one. 



W. 4 fft>00H ffti**0.(ffe-] An 
f»viii jiMMM rtuiiHiiliInK »»d 
rMilKiil, »Hi| Ml Hii finblfim of 
M MMMI M'ho ill blitMod Rnd 
fnvMiirBil l)v (Joit. 

10. 4hII I wiU h(tp« in ihv 
fim0, Kfu.) "And 1 will wiift 
Mil lliy Nmna, for i( it irood 
imfurH tliy vtiiuU." 

J'i. Wil. it, with a few 
viirl«*tioo», » rspotUion of Ps. 



XIV. to which refer for the 
notes. 

1, The fooUth body] The 
impious man, who is withoat 
understandinfc. 

2. Corrupt are tAgy,] This 
and the two following verses 
are quoted by St. Paul, Rom. 
111. 10—12, to strengthen his 
arjmment that both Jew and 
Gentile are alike condemned 
by the Law. 
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5 Are not they without understanding that 
work wickedness, eating up my people as if 
they would eat bread ? they have not called 
upon God. 

6 They were afraid where no fear was, for 
God hath broken the bones of him that be- 
sieged thee; thou hast put them to confusion, 
because God hath despised them. 

7 Oh, that the salvation were given unto 
Israel out of Sion I Oh, that the Lord would 
deliver his people out of captivity ! 

8 Then should Jacob rejoice, and Israel 
should be right glad. 



Psalm LIV. 

FRAYER FOB DELIVERANCE IN TROUBLE OR DANGER. 

Proper Psalm for Qood Friday. 

SAVE me, O God, for thy Name^s sake, 
and avenge me in thy strength. 

2 Hear my prayer, O God, and hearken 
unto the words of my mouth. 

3 For strangers are risen up against me, 
and tyrants, which have not God before their 
eyes, seek after my soul. 



6. Without itnderiianding] 
'*My people is foolish, they 
have not known roe ; they are 
sottish children, and they have 
none understanding; they are 
wise to do evil, but to do good 
they have nu luiowledge.*' Jer. 
iv. 2-2. 

6. God hath broken the boneSy 
&c.] *^God hath scattered the 



bones of him that encampeth 
against thee." The meaning 
is. Qod has cast down and 
destroyed thine enemies. 

Ps. LIV.— A Psalm of David 
on occasion of the Ziphites 
betraying his place of conceal- 
ment to Saul. 1 Sam. xxiii. 
14—29. 
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4 Behold, God is my helper ; the Lord is 
with them that uphold my soul. 

6 He'shall reward evil unto mine enemies ; 
destroy Thou them in thy truth. 

6 An offering of a free heart will I give 
Thee, and praise thy Name, O Lord, because 
it is so comfortable. 

7 For He hr.th delivered me out of all my 
trouble, and mine eye hath seen his desire 
upon mine enemies. 



Psalm LV. 

DAVID'S OOUFLAINT OF THB TREACHERY OF HIS FRIENDS. 

HEAE my prayer, O God, and hide not 
thyself from my petition. 

2 Take heed unto me, and liear me, how 
I mourn in my prayer, and am vexed. 

3 The enemy crieth so, and the ungodly 
cometJi on so fast, for they are minded to do 
me some mischief; so maliciously are they 
set against me. 



5. /« thy truth.'] Agreeably 
to the proaiises made unto thy 
servants. 

6. Because it is so comfort- 
able.'] or "For it is good." 
To remember the Name of the 
Lord, who had wrought snch 
great deliverances for liis 
fathers, ronst have been the 
great consolation of the pioas 
Israelite wlien suffering trouble 
or persecution. To ChristiHiis 
the Holy Spirit has been re- 
vealed aod sent, under the 
name of " Comforter." 

7. His desire] Its desire. 



Ps. LV. was written, doubt- 
less, on some occasion of great 
distress and danger, but whether 
during tho persecution of Saul, 
or the conspiracy of Absalom 
and Ahithophel, is uncertain. 

2. How I mourn in my prayer, 
and am vexed.] Anotlier trans- 
lation renders the verse, "I 
give free course to my sorrow, 
and cry aloud." 

3. The enemy crieth so, &c.] 
" Because of the voice of the 
enemy ; because of the oppres- 
sion of the wicked." 
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4 My heart is disquieted within me, and 
the fear of death is fallen upon me. 

5 FearfulnesB and trembling are come upon 
me, and an horrible dread hath overwhelmed 
me. 

6 And I said, O that I had wings like a 
dove, for then would I flee away, and be 
at rest. 

7 Lo, then would I get me away far off, 
and remain in the wilderness. 

8 I would make haste to escape, because of 
the stormy wind and tempest. 

9 Destroy their tongues, O Lord, and divide 
them, for I have spied unrighteousness and 
strife in the city. 

10 Day and night they go about within 
the walls thereof, mischief also and sorrow 
are in the midst of it. 

11 Wickedness is therein, deceit and guile 
go not out of their streets. 

12 For it is not an open enemy, that hath 
done me this dishonour, for then I could have 
borne it. 

13 Neither was it mine adversary, that did 
magnify himself against me, for then perad- 
venture I would have hid myself from him. 



8. Becaute of the stormy 
wind, &c.] Rather, perhHp<<, 
From the stormy wind nnd 
tempest ; that is, from the furj 
and violence of my enemies. 

9. Destroy their tonffueSy 
Lord, and divide them^ that is, 
Divide and distract their coun- 
sels, at at the building of 
Babel. " O Lord, I pray Thee, 



tnm the oonnsal of Ahithophel 
into foolishness." 1 Sam. xv. 32. 
12 — 15. For it is not an 
open enemy, &o.] The descrip- 
tion saits the many aggravatinff 
circumstances of Ahithophel's 
treason against David, and that 
of Judas against his Divine 

Master. 

13. Peradventure'] Perhaps. 
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14 But it was even thou, my companion, 
my guide, and mine own familiar friend. 

15 We took sweet counsel together, and 
walked in the house of God as friends. 

16 Let death come hastily upon them, and 
let them go down quick into hell, for wicked- 
ness is in their dwellings, and among 
them. 

17 As for me, I will call upon God, and 
the Lord shall save me. 

18 In the evening, and morning, and at 
noon-day will I pray, and that instantly, and 
He shall hear my voice. 

19 It is He that hath delivered my soul in 
peace from the battle that was against me, 
for there were many with me. 

20 Yea, even God, that endureth for ever, 
shall hear me, and bring them down, for they 
will not turn, nor fear G-od. 

21 He laid his hands upon such as be at 
peace with him, and he brake his cove- 
nant. 

22 The words of his mouth were softer than 
butter, having war in his heart ; his words 
were smoother than oil, and yet be they very 
swords. 

23 O cast thy burden upon the Lord, and 
He shall nourish thee, and shall not suffer the 
righteous to fall for ever. 



16. Let them go down quick 
into hell .*] Let them be swal- 
lowed up alive in the grave, 
like Korah, Dathan, and Abi- 
ram. Nam. xvi, 23 — 34f. 



21. He'] David*8 treacheroos 
friend. 

23. Shall nourish thee, &c.] 
*' Shall sustain thee : He nhall 
never suffer the righteous to be 
moved." 
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24 And as for them, Thou, O God, shalt 
bring them into the pit of destruction. 

26 The blood-thirsty and deceitful men 
shall not live out half their days; nevertheless, 
my trust shall be in Thee, O Lord. 



Morning. "l 



Psalm LVI. 
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TBUBT IN OOD WHILE BUBBOUNDSD BT XNBMIKS. 

BE merciful unto me, O God, for man 
goeth about to devour me ; he is daily- 
fighting, and troubling me. 

2 Mine enemies are daily in hand to swal- 
low me up ; for they be many that fight 
against me, O Thou most Highest. 

3 Nevertheless, though I am sometime 
afraid, yet put I my trust in Thee. 

4 I will praise God, because of his word ; 
I have put my trust in God, and will not 
fear what flesh can do unto me. 

6 They daily mistake my words ; all that 
they imagine is to do nie evil. 

6 They hold all together, and keep them- 
selves close, and mark my steps, when they 
lay wait for my soul. 



24. And as far them^ that 
is. My iDHlicions enemies, who 
are &Uo t)ie enemies of Gk)d. 

26. Ifevertheless^ my inuf] 
"ButlwilltrubtinThee." 

Ps. LVI. is ascribed in the 
Bible to *' David, when the 
Philistines took him in Qath.'* 
See 1 Sam. xxL 10—15. 



3. Nevertheless f though I am 
sometime afraid^ " When I am 
afraid, then trust I in Thee." 

6. They daily mistake my 
¥>ords y] " Every day thev wrest 
\i.e. penrert] my words. ' 

6. Keep themsdves close^ 
Conceal themselves and their 
movements. 

Lay wait for my so$d.^ Lay 
snares for my life. 
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7 Shall they escape for their wickednese ? 
Thou, O God, in thy displeasure shalt cast 
them down. 

8 Thou tellest my flittings ; put my tears 
into thy bottle: are not these things noted 
in thy book ? 

9 Whensoever I call upon Thee, then shall 
mine enemies be put to flight ; this I know, 
for God is on my side. 

10 In God's word will I rejoice; in the 
Lord's word will I comfort me. 

11 Yea, in God have I put my trust, 
I will not be afraid what man can do unto me. 

12 Unto Thee, O God, will I pay my 
vows, unto Thee will I give thanks. 

13 For Thou hast delivered my soul from 
death, and my feet from fallinj^, that I may 
walk before Qod in the light of. the living. 

Psalm LVII. 

FRA7EB FOB DBLIYERANCB FROM ENEMIES. — ^ASCBIPTION 

OF FBAISB. 

Proper Pscdm for Ecuter Day. 

BE merciful unto me, O God, be merciful 
unto me, for my soul trusteth in Thee ; 



7. Shall thetf escape^ &c.] 
Shall their ininuity ^o un- 

?anishedP or^ perhaps, it means, 
)hey trust to their wickedness 
— that is, their crafty and secret 
devices — for deliverance and 
impnity. 

B. Tkott tellest my flHtingi ;] 
Thon nnmberest my wanderings 
from place to place. 

Put my tears into tky bottle:'] 
The allusion may be to an 
ancient castom ox putting the 



tears of mourners into a small 
flagon, which wms placed on the 
tomb of the deceased as a 
memorial of the regard and 
affection of sar\-iTiDg friends. 
The meaning of the figurative 
language is, keep my sorrows 
and troables in remembrance. 

Ps. LVII. was written by 
David on occasion of his escape 
from Saul in the cave of En- 
gedi. I Sam. xxiv. 3. • 
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and under the shadow of thy wings shall be 
my refuge, until this tyranny be over-past. 

2 I will call unto the most high God; 
even unto the God that shall perform the 
cause which I have in hand. 

3 He shall send from heaven, and save 
me from the reproof of him that would eat 
me up. 

4 God shall send forth his mercy and 
truth ; my soul is among lions. 

5 And I lie even among the children of 
men, that are set on fire, whose teeth ' are 
spears and arrows, and their tongue a sharp 
sword. 

6 Set up thyself, O God, above the hea- 
vens, and thy glory above all the earth. 

7 They have laid a net for my feet, and 
pressed down my soul ; they have digged a 
pit before me, and are fallen into the midst of 
it themselves. 

8 My heart is fixed, O God, my heart is 
fixed ; I will sing, and give praise. 

9 Awake up, my glory ; awake, lute and 
harp,- 1 myself will awake riglit early. 

10 I will give thanks unto Thee, O Lord, 
among the people ; and I will sing unto Thee 
among the nations. 



1. Thit tyrannjf] This per- 
secution and oppression. 

2. T%at ihall performy &c.] 
Wlio bringfth all things to a 
good end for me. 

4. My 90ul is among /umm.1 
I am surrounded by powerful 
and cruel enemies. 1 Cor. xr. 



8. My heart it fixed^ 
God, &C.J I am fortifiM agnintt 
all fear by my sure trust in 
God. 

9—12.] The deliverance of 
Da»id from the hand of Saul 
is regarded by the Church as 
a type of the resurrection of 
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1 1 For the greatness of thy mercy reacheth 
Tinto the heavens, and thy truth unto the 
clouds. 

12 Set up thyself, O God, above the hea- 
vens, and thy glory above all the earth. 



Psalm LVIII. 

DENUNCIATION OF UNJUST BULBRS AND JUDGES. 

ARE your minds set upon righteousness, 
O ye congregation ; and do ye judge the 
thing that is right, O ye sons of men ? 

2 Yea, ye imagine mischief in your heart 
upon the earth, and your hands deal with 
wickedness. 

3 The ungodly are froward, even from 
their mother's womb; as soon as they are 
born, they go astray, and speak lies. 

4 They are as venomous as the poison of 
a serpent ; even like the deaf adder that 
stoppeth her ears ; 

5 Which refuseth to hear the voice of the 
charmer, charm he never so wisely. 

6 Break their teeth, O God, in their 
mouths ; smite the jaw-bones of the lions, 
O Lord ; let them fall away like water that 



Jesus Christ from the grave ; 
and, therefore, this Song of 
Praise is appointed to be sung 
on Easter Bay. 

LVIII.— 3. Fratoard,'] Per- 
verse, estrHnir«^d from Qod. 

4. Like ths deaf adder ^ &o.] 
As insensible to reaMon and 
truth aa certain venomous ser- 



pents to the voice and music 
of the most skilful charmer. 

6. Smite the jaw-bones of the 
liona^ To break the jaws of 
the lion is to destioyhis power 
of mischief; and David under 
this image prays God to beat 
down the power of his oppres- 
sors. See Ps. iii. ?• 
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runneth apace ; and when they shoot their 
arrows let them be rooted out. 

7 Let them consume away like a snail, 
and be like the untimely fruit of a woman, 
and let them not see the sun. 

8 Or ever your pots be made hot with 
thorns ; so let indignation vex him, even as 
a thing that is raw. 

9 The righteous shall rejoice when he 
seeth the vengeance ; he shall wash his foot- 
steps in the blood of the ungodly. 

10 So that a man shall say, Verily there 
is a reward for the righteous ; doubtless 
there is a God that judgeth the earth. 



Evening.] 



Psalm LIX. 



[Day 11. 



FOB DELIVERANCB FROM UNGODLY ENEMIES. 

DELIVER me from mine enemies, O God ; 
defend me from them -that rise up 
against me. 



. 



6. And when they shoot their 
arrows^ &c.] Let them (the 
arrows) be as though they were 
pointless. 

7. Like a snails &c.] As the 
snail, which leaves its slime, 
a part of itself, in its course, 
and so wastes away as it ^oes. 

8. Or ever your pots be made 
hot with thorns /] Before your 
kettles are heated by the thorns 
blHzinv benenth, or the flesh 
within them has become sod- 
den ; an image employed to 
represent the suddenness and 



rapidity with which the Lord 
in his fierce anrer will sweep 
off the wicked, before they 
have time to accomplish their 
designs. 

9. The righteous shall re- 
j'oiee] The servant of God will 
see with joy the triumph of 
God over his enemies. 

?s. LIX.— A Prayer of David 
when Saul sent officers to watch 
his house and slay him. 1 Sam. 
xix. 11. 
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2 O deliver me from the wicked doers, 
and save, me from the blood-thirsty men. 

3 For lo, they lie waiting for my soul ; the 
mighty men are gathered against me, with^- 
out any offence or fault of me, O Lord 

4 They run and prepare themselves with- 
out my fault ; arise Thou therefore to help 
me, and behold. 

5 Stand up, O Lord God of hosts. Thou 
God of Israel, to visit all the heathen ; and 
be not mercifiil unto them that offend of 
malicious wickedness. 

6 They go to and fro in the evening ; they 
grin like a dog, and run about through the 
city. 

7 Behold, they speak with their mouth, 
and swords are in their lips ; for who doth 
hear? 

8 But Thou, O Lord, shalt have them in 
derision ; and Thou shalt laugh all the heathen 
to scorn. 

9 My strength will I ascribe unto Thee : 
for Thou art the God of my refuge. 

10 God sheweth me his goodness " plen- 



4. They run and prepare 
ihefnselveSy &c.1 They make 
themselves ready to attack me, 
without any offfnce or proTO- 
catioQ on my part. 

6. To vitit all the heathen /] 
To judge and punish the na- 
tions. 

6. They go to and fro in the 
evening ; they grin Itke a dog,) 
The enemies of David huntea 
him like hounds. They return 



in the evening disappointed of 
their prey, and run howling 
throngh the city, like wild dogs 
who have sought in vain idl 
day for food. 

7. Behold, they speak with 
their mouthy &c.l Behold, they 
ponr forth evil with their 
mouths; swords are within 
their lips ; for [they say] " who 
hearethP" Prov. xv. 28. 
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teously ; and God shall let me see my desire 
upon mine enemies. 

11 Slay them not, lest my people forget 
it ; but scatter them abroad among tne people, 
and put them down, O Lord, our defence. 

12 For the sin of their mouth, and for the 
words of their lips, they shall he taken in 
their pride : and why ? their preaching is of 
cursing and lies. 

13 Consume them in thy wrath, consume 
them, that they may perish, and know that 
it is God that ruleth in Jacob, and unto the 
ends of the world. 

14 And in the evening they will return : 
grin like a dog, and will go about the city. 

15 They will run here and there for meat, 
and grudge if they be not satisfied. 

16 As for me, I will sing of thy power, 
and will praise thy mercy betimes m the 
morning ; for Thou hast been my defence 
and refuge in the day of my trouble. 

17 Unto Thee, O my strength, will I sing ; 
for Thou, O God, art my refuge, and my 
mercifid God. 



11. Slay them not, lest^ &c.] 
Destroy them not utterly, lest 
the wholesome lessoa be soon 
forgotten ; bat condemn them 
to wander about the world, 
living examples to all people 
of thy righteous judgment upon 
the wicked and rebellious. How 
singularly applicable is this 
verse to the fate of the Jewish 
people, who for nearly 2,000 
years have been scattered over 



the face of the whole earth ! 

13. And why ? th^r preach- 
ing^ &c.] Even because of the 
curses and falsehood which they 
utter. 

14, 16.] David in these ver- 
ses has again recourse to the 
same image which he used 
before ^ver. 6), of hungry dogs 
disappomted of their prey, to 
describe the blood-thirsty men 
who sought after his life. 
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Psalm LX« 

DATn>*ft TBIUMPH OTXB HI8 TnTHnfUtH. 

OGK)D^ Thou hast cast us out, and scat- 
tered us abroad ; Thou hast also been 
displeased ; O turn Thee unto us a^in« 

i Tlion hast moved the land, and divided 
it : heal tlie sores thereof, for it shaketh* 

8 Thou hast shewed thy people heavy 
things: Thou hast given us a drink of deadly 
wine. 

4 Thou hast given a token for such as fear 
Thee ; that they may triumph because of 
the truth. 

6 Therefore were thy beloved deliva'ed; 
help me with thy right hand, and hear me. 

o God hath spoken in his holiness, I will 
rejoice, and divide Sichem, and mete out the 
valley of Succoth. 



Ps. LX. describes, in itriking 
and poetical lanffuamt, the w)^ 
mission of the tnbes of Iira^l to 
kioK David, and th« wilijrctmii 
of the neiichbouring l)«ath<^A. 
2 Sam. y. — ^viii. Olunpar^ ^ 
cviii. 

1. Ocdy Tkou heat m»i 
iu (nU^ In venN 1— S ref^- 
ence is made to tha pMl ^\^- 
raitiea and disaateni of ih« 
people. Epfer to 1 SlUtt. kkkK 

fccj Compare Isa. i. 6 — 7« 

3. A drink of detdfy i«m««1 
The wine of tremblinft mm 
aitonishment Compare Imu 
U. 22, Thou hast stunned, and 
Bi it were iotoxiGated» the 
nation Itj thy heavjF jadgmenta. 



4k 7%ou katt given »tokem, 
&e«] Thou hast given- a banner 
or ensiim to them that fear 
ThM ; tne ensiflm of David to 
which they might rally. 

Btifitmtt 9f the truth^ Ae> 
(M»)hiitu| U) thy true promise. 

\S. ^tev^^ort mere thy beloted 
Mi^m^s^^ "That thy bo> 
lt)t^ may he delivered; save 
wfih thy right hand, and hear 

Iftx ^QM A«iM ^Im m kiM 
k«itit¥mA ItaM) woken u. the 
Uob Onei hath awora by 
XWtmXt ^ kxxix. S4»i Heb. 

Mkha^"] Meamre ontinto 
pottione. 
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7 Gilead is mine, and Manasses is mine ; 
Ephraim also is the strength of m j head ; 
Judah is my law-giver. 

8 Moal) is my wash-pot ; over Edom will 
I cast out my shoe ; Philistia, be thoa glai 
of me. 

9 Who will lead me into the strong city ; 
who will bring me into Edom ? ^ 

10 Hast not Thou cast us out,.0 God: 
wilt not Thou, O God, go out with our 
hosts ? 

11 O be Thou our help in trouble, for 
vain is the help of man» 

12 Through God will we do great act&; 
for it is He that shall tread dowa our 
enemies. 



7. Gilead is mine^ Gilpad 
compnaedlthe territory assigned' 
to tne tribe*, of Beulien and 
Gad. 

Epkraim also is the strength 
q^ mif headi] Epliraim, a 
powerful and warlike tribe, is 
the fortress whieh goards and* 
protects me. 

Judah is my law'ffiver.'] The 
seat of government ana law. 
See Gen. xlix., 10. 

8. Moab is my wash-pot/] 
Moab WHS reduced to the roost 
ignominioas bondage, and eui- 
ployed for the basest xiws. See 
3 Stini. viii. 2. 

Over Mdom wUl I east out 
my shoe/] As to a slave of low 
degree, whose ofRpe it is to 
clean and carry the shoes- of 
his niHSter. Refer to Mntt*. iii. 
11. These several images-pic- 



ture to us, in a characteristic 
way, the sobmistnon of the 
Jewish tribeaaiid nsighboniing 
people to David. 

Philistia, be thou glad of me^ 
that is, Hail me with apda- 
roations as a conqueror. 

9. The strong city ;] Petra, 
the capital of Edom or ldu< 
irsea,a city whieh was actually 
built in the rock and deemed 
impregnable. It is referred to 
in Obad. S. 

10. Hast not Thou, &c.] The 
Bible Tcrsion. gives a more 
distinct meaning, and to the 
question, " Who will bring me 
into the strong, city P-'* answers 
by another, '* Wilt net Thou, 
O God, who hadst east us off P 
and Thuu, O God, which didst 
not go out with our anniesF" 
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Psalm LXI. 



FBAYEB OF DAYTD FOB BBSTORATIOK TO BIB OWN OITT. 



H 



EAR my crying, O God, give ear unto 
my prayer, 

2 From the ends of the earth will I call 
upon Thee, when my heart is in heaviness, 

3 O set me up upon the rock that is higher 
flian I, for Thou hast been my hope, and a 
strong tower for me against the enemy. 

4 I will dwell in thy tabernacle for ever, 
and my trust shall be under the covering of 
thy wings. 

6 For Thou, O Lord, hast heard my desires, 
and hast given an heritage unto those that 
fear thy Name. 

6 Thou fihalt grant the King a long life, 
that his years may endure throughout all 
generations. 

7 He shall dwell before God for ever : O 
prepare thy loving mercy and faithfulness, 
that they may preserve him. 

8 So will I alway feing praise unto thy 
Name, that I may daily perform my vows. 



Fs. LXI. was composed by 
David during his exile from 
Jndea in oonsequeRce of Absa- 
Iom*8 rebellion. He expresses 
his fall coTiiideTice that the 
Lord will bring him back. 

8. The rock that is higher 
than /J The secure fortress, 
which IS too high for me to 
mount b^ my own strength; 
the allusion may be, perhaps, 



to Mount Zion. See Matt. vii. 
24 ; 1 Cor. X. 4. 

6. Jn herilaffe"] Canaan, the 
type of heaven. 

6. A long life^ &c.] Christ, 
the true King of Israel ** shall 
reign for ever and ever." Eev. 
xi. 16. 

8. My vows."] Tlie ofTerings 
of pmise and thanlcRgiving 
which I promised when in exile. 
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M(nwng.] PSALM LXII. [Day 12. 

TBUBT IN GOD AND IN NONE BBSIDB. 

MY soul truly waiteth still upon Qod, for 
of Him cometh my salvation. 

2 He verily is my strength and my salva- 
tion ; He is my defence, so that I shall not 
greatly fall. 

3 How long will ye imagine mischief 
against every man : ye shall be slain all the 
sort of you; yea, as a tottering wall shall 
ye be, and like a broken hedge. 

4 Their device is only how to put him out 
whom God will exalt ; their delight is in 
lies ; they give good words with their mouthy, 
but curse with their heart. 

5 Nevertheless, my soul, wait thou still 
upon God ; for my hope is in Him. 

6 He truly is my strength and my salva- 
tion. He is my defence, so that I shall not 
fall. 

7 In God is my health, and my glory ; the 
rock of my might, and in God is my trust. 

8 O put your trust in HimTalway, ye 



ISll. — I. My soul truly 
wailetk'] The foil meaning is, 
My sou in silence waits upon 
God only. 

3. Agmtut every man ;] ra- 
ther, as in the Bible Version, 
" against a man." David here 
remonstrates with his enemies 
for their forions and nnpro* 
Toked attacks upon himself. 



As a folterina toaUy &c.] Yonr 
overthrow and downfall shall 
happen snddenlv, like that of 
a bulging wall,, or- fence of 
loose stones.. 

4. To put him out whom God 
wiU exali /] To cast him down 
from his elevated position. 

7. My kealthy'] " My salva- 
tion." 
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f)eople ; pour out your hearts before Him, 
or God IS our hope. 

9 As for the children of men, they -are but 
vanity ; the children of men are deceitful 
upon the weights, they are altogether lighter 
than vamity itself. 

10 O trust not in wrong and robbery, give 
not yourselves unto vanity; if riches in- 
crease, set not your heart upon them, 

11 God spake once, and twice I have also 
heard the same, that power belongeth unto 
God; 

12 And that Thou, Lord, art mesciful, for 
Thou rewardest every man according to his 
work. 

Psalm LXIII. 

THE liONGma SESIRS OF A 80X7L FOR OOD AKD HIB GRAOB. 

OGOD, Thou art my God ; early will I 
seek Thee. 
2 My soul thirsteth for Thee, my flesh also 
longeth after Thee, in a barren and dry land 
where no water is. 



8. "For -Bod is our krpe.'] 
" God is a refuge to as." 

9. As for' fJm ckHdren vf 
men^ ** Surely men of low 
degree are vanity, and men of 
high degree are a lie.** 

Deceitful vpo» the weighis^ 
Found liollow and deficient 
when they ooine to be weL<hed 
in the batHnce. See Dan. v. 27. 

11 Qod mm1c€ onae^ mnd 
twice I have, &c ] that is. Once 
and again hath Gud declared. 
Tiie same expression oecurs in 
Job xxxiii. 14. 



Ps. liXni.— We learn from 
the tide in the Bible, that ibis 
is "A Psalm of DaWd in the 
wilderness of Judali." The 
country refiBrrpd to lies along 
the east side of the tribe of 
tTudah, where David remuned 
a siiort'tioie doriog his flight 
from Absalom. See £ San. st. 
26; XTii.£. 

1. Ear^ will I saei^ Xiee,'] 
This Psaln was aaeientfy used 
as a Moraiog Hymn. 



118 



PSALUUCin. 



Day 12. 



3 Thos have Hooked for Thee in holiness, 
that I might behold thy power and glorj. 

4 For thj loying-kinoness is better than 
the life itself; my ups shall praise Thee. 

6 As long as I live will 1 magnify Thee 
on this manner.; and lift up my hands in thy 
Name. 

6 My soul shall be satisfied, even as it 
w^« with marrow and fatness; when my 
mouth praiseth Thee with joyful lips. 

7 Have I not remembered Thee in my 
bed, and thought upon Thee when I was 
waking? 

8 Because Thou hast be^i my helper, 
therefore under the shadow of thy wings will 
I rejoice. 

9 My soul htfugeth upon Thee ; tiiy right 
hand hath upholden me. 

10 These also that seek the hurt of my 
soul, they shall go under the earth. 

11 Let them fiall upon the edge of the 
sword; that they may be a portion for 
foxes. 

12 But the King shall rejoice in God; 



3. 7%ut kaoeliooked^ho.'] 
**To era thy power and thy 
glory, 80 as I have seen Thee in 
the sanctaary." 

4. Better tJum the life Uself, 
ftc.] FrecionB as life is, thy 
goodness and mercy tore dearer 
sfciU. 

6. When my motUh praieeth'] 
"And my nioath shall praise 
Thee with joyM lips.*' 

7. Save I not remembered"] 
** When I remember Thee upon 



my bed, and meditate on Thee 
in the aifrht watches." 

10. Tkete tdn, fro.] **BBt 
those that seek," &». 

11. Let them] *'Tkey ehaU 
fall by the sword; they shidl 
be a portion for foites ; " that 
is, their bodies shall remnin 
unbnried, and become the prey 
of jsckals and other wild beasts. 
See the account of the destruc- 
tion of Absalom's amy, 2 Sam. 
xviii. «^-8. 
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all they also that swear by Him shall be com- 
mended ; for the mouth of them that speak 
lies shall be stopped. 



Psalm LXIV. 

god's righteous RBTBIBnTION. 

HEAR my voice, O God, in my prayer ; 
preserve my life from fear of the enemy. 

2 Hide me from the gathering together of 
the froward, and from the insurrection of 
wicked doers ; 

3 Who have whet their tongue like a 
sword; and shoot out their arrows, even 
bitter words ; 

4 That they may privily shoot at him that 
is perfect; suddenly do they hit him, and 
fear not. 

5 They encourage themselves in mischief, 
and commune among themselves how they 
may lay snares, and say, that no man shall 
see them. 



12. All they also thai stoear 
by Him, &c.] All that swear by 
the name of God, as his ser- 
▼ants. Compare Deat. vi. 13. 
Some, however, consider the 
words to mean, all who bear 
true allegiance to the King. 

Them thai speak lies'] Rebels 
are called liars, as being folse 
to their king. 

Ps. LXIV.— A Psalm of 
David, composed probably at 
a time when he was exposed to 



the persecotion and slanders of 
Saul and his followers. 

4), Him thai is petfect /] 
The faithful and stedfast ser- 
vant of God. 

Suddenly do they hit him, 
and fear notJ^ They smite him 
unawares while he is not sus- 
pecting any harm, for they 
have no fear of God before 
their eyes. 

6. And My, thai no man 
shall see them.! They say, 
" WhoseethnsP* 
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6 They imagine wickedness, and practise 
it : that they keep secret among themselves, 
every man in the deep of his heart. 

7 But God shall suddenly shoot at them 
with a swift arrow; that they shall be 
wounded. 

8 Yea, their own tongues shall make them 
fall ; insomuch that whoso seeth them shall 
laugh them to scorn. 

9 And all men that see it shall say, This 
hath God done ; for they shall perceive that 
it is his work. 

10 The righteous shall rejoice in the Lord, 
and put his trust in Him ; and all they that 
are true of heart shall be glad. 



Evening.] PsALM LXV. [Day 12, 

THANKSaiYINO FOB THE TRUITFULNESS OF THB BARTH. 

THOU, O God, art praised in Sion ; and 
unto Thee shall the vow be performed in 
Jerusalem. 

2 Thou that hearest the prayer ; unto Thee 
shall all flesh come. 



6. TAey imagine toickednesSy 
and practise «/;] Tliey devise 
and bring to perfection wi^ed 
plots. 

That they keep teeret^ &c.] 
** The inward thought of evei^ 
one of them, and the heart, is 
deep^" 

7. God shall suddetUy shoot 
at thein\ Ood, in just retribn- 
tion, shall suddenly smite those 



who were aiming at others, t. 4. 

Fs. LXV. bears the character 
of a national thanksgiving for 
spiritual and temporal bles- 
sings. The bounty of God, as 
manifested by the fruits of the 
earth, is specially commemo- 
rated ; and tlie Psalm, therefore, 
may suitably be used as a 
Hymn at the time of Harvest. 
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3 Mj misdeeds prevail against me; O be 
Thou merciM onto our sins. 

4 Blessed is the mau, whom Thou choosest, 
and receivest unto Thee ; He shall dwell in 
thy court, and shall be satisfied with the plea* 
sures of thy house, even of thy holy temple. 

5 Thou shalt shew us wonderful icings in 
thy righteousness, O God of our salvation; 
Thou that art the hope of all the ends of the 
earth, and of them that remain in the broad sea. 

6 Who in his strength setteth fast the 
mountains, and is girded about with power. 

7 Who stilleth the ragimg of the sea, and 
the noise of his waves, and the madness of 
the people. 

8 They also that dwell in the uttermost 
parts of the earth shall be afraid at thy to- 
kens ; Thou that makest the outgoings of the 
morning and evening to praise Thee. 

9 Thou visitest the earth, and blessest it ; 
Thou makest it very plenteous. 

10 Theriverof Goals full of water : Thou 
preparest their com, for so Thou provides! 
for the earth. 

11 Thou waterest her furrows, Tfaou send- 
est rain into the little valleys thereof ; Thou 
makest it soft with the drops of rain, and 
blessest the increase of it. 



5. Wonderful ihinffSJSigaaA 
deliverances. 

8. TheoutgoiiH^ofthemom' 
t«^,&c.] The regioDS where the 
8im apfieara to rise end set; 
that is, ithe east and the west. 

9. MtMeO] « Waterest' 



n 



10. TherioercfOodufull 
of waUri] The rain intm 
heaven never fails. ** The land 
whither ye fro to possess it, is 
a Imud of lulls and vallejrs, and 
drinketh wster of the rain of 
heaven.'* Dent. xi. 11. 
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12 Thoa crownest the year with thy good- 
ness ; and liiy clouds drop fettness. 

13 They shall drc^ tipon the dwellings 
of the wilden^ss ; and the little kills shall 
rejoice on every side. 

14 The folds shall be full iof sheep ; the 
valleys also shall stand so thidL with com, 
that they shall laugh and sing. 



Psalm LXVI. 

nrVITATION TO FBAIBl GOD VOB HIS KEBOUEa. 

Psalm to be uied4UJ3ea <u TkanJugivu^f after a J3toTm, 

OBE joyfdl in God, all ye lands, sing 
praises unto the honour of his Name, 
make his pnuse to be glorious/ 

2 Say xmto God, " O how wonderful art 
Thou in thy works; through the greatness 
of tSij power shall thine enemies be found 
liars unto Thee. 

3 For all the world shall worship Thee, 
sing €i Thee, and praise thy Name.' 

4 O come hither, and behold the works of 
God; how wonderful He is in his doing 
toward the children of men. 



12. TAy eiaude drop fat- 
neM."] In the Bible Venioii 
the reading is, " Thy pftt ht drop 
tatoew;** that is. Fertility fol- 
lows in thy footsteps. 

13. The dmellmjfs] rather, 
** The pastures of the 'wilder- 
ness." 

Fs. LXYI. seems to have 



been written as a Song of 
Thanksgivimff for some naliomd 
mtrcy ur duivtvance; and to 
have been used in the Temple 
senriee. 

2. Be found iutrs wUo Tkee.'\ 
Eeigrn -siibaission unto Thee, — 
as no longer daring to oppose 
Thee opemy. Ps. xviii. 46. 
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5 He turned the sea into diy land, so 
that they went through the water on foot; 
there did we rejoice thereof. 

6 He ruleth with his power for ever ; his 
eyes behold the people, and such as will not 
believe shall not be able to exalt themselves. 

7 O praise our God, ye people, and make 
the voice of his praise to be heard : 

8 Who holdeth our soul in life, and 
suffereth not our feet to slip. 

9 For Thou, O God, hast proved us; 
Thou also hast tried us, like as silver is tried. 

10 Thou broughtest us into the snare, 
and laidest trouble upon our loins. 

11 Thou suflferedst men to ride over our 
heads ; we went through fire and water, and 
Thou broughtest us out into a wealthy place. 

12 I will go into thine house with burnt- 
offerings, and will pay Thee my vows, which 



5. He turned the sea into 
dry landy'] The exertion of 
Ood*8 power in behalf of his 
people is illustrated by the pas- 
sage of the Bed Sea and that 
of the river Jordan. £xod. 
xiv. 21 ; Joshna iv. 23. 

There did we rejoice thereof. "X 
"There did we [as a nation] 
rejoice in Him." 

6. Jnd such as wiU not he- 
lieve, &€.] " Let not the rebel- 
lious exalt themselves." 

8 — 12.1 The long and severe 
trials of the nation, terminating 
in a national deliverance, are 
here referred to. 

8. Who holdeth our soul in 
Ufet'] Who hath preserved os 
aiive. 

m 



9. Thou also hast tried us, 
like as sihfer is triedJ] Thou 
hast tried and proved our fide- 
lity by the fire of affliction, as 
silver is refined b^ the applica- 
tion of intense and continuoos 
heat. Isa. xlviii. 10. 

10. Thou broughtest us into 
the snarsy'] As hunted animals 
are driven into the net. 

11. To ride over our heads;^ 
As riders mount and lord it 
over their horses. 

We loeni throuoh pre and 
footer^ Proverbial expressions 
for the extremity of difficulty 
and danger. Isa. xliii. 2. 

A ufeaUhy place.'] A land of 
abundance. 



PSALM LXVII. 



Day 12. 



I promised with mj lips, and spake with my 
mouth, when I was in trouble. 

13 I will oflfer unto Thee fat bumt-sacrific5es, 
with the incense of rams ; I will offer bullocks 
and goats. 

14 O come hither, and hearken, all ye 
that fear God, and I will tell you what He 
hath done for my soul. 

15 I called unto Him with my mouth, 
and gave Him praises with my tongue. 

16 If I incline unto wickedness with mine 
heart, the Lord will not hear me. 

17 But God hath heard me, and considered 
the voice of my prayer. 

18 Praised be God who hath not cast out 
my prayer, nor turned his mercy from me. 



Psalm LXVII. 

PBATSB FOB THE BPBEAD OF QOD*B TBUTH THBOUGHOUT 

THB WOBLD. 

GOD be merciful unto us, and bless us, 
and shew us the light of his countenance, 
and be merciful imto us ; 

2 That thy way may be known upon 
earth ; thy saving health among all nations. 

3 Let the people praise Thee, O God; 
yea, let all the people praise Thee. 

4 O let the nations rejoice and be glad ; 



Pa. LXVil. is used after the 
Second Lesson at Evening Ser- 
vice, and also in the Marriage 
Service. 

1. Tke liffkt of Ms counter 



fkww^,] See Nnmb. vi. 26. 

2. Thy saving health'] Thy 
salvation. This verse forms a 
petition in the prayer of the 
Chnrch for ** all Conditions of 
Men." 
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Day 18. 



PSALM LXYIIL 



for Thou shalt judge the folk righteouslj, 
and govem the nations upon earth. 

6 Let the people praise Thee, O God ; let 
all the people praise Thee. 

6 Then shall the earth bring forth her 
increase, and Grod, eren our own God, shall 
giye us his blessing. 

7 God shall bless us, and all the ends of 
the world shall fear Him. 



JUominfftj 



Psalm LXVIII. 



[Day 18. 



SONG OF TRIUMPH AND FBAIBS ON THB BEKOTAL OF THE 

ABK TO MOUNT BIDN. 

Prosper Psalm for WhU-Sunday. 

LET God arise, and let his enemies be 
scattered ; let them also that hate Him 
flee before Him. 

2 Like as the smoke vanisheth, so shalt 
Thou drive them away; and like as wax 
melteth at the fire, so let the ungodly perish 
at the presence of God. 

3 But let the righteous be glad suad re- 
joice before God; let them also be merry 
and joyful. 



6. Bring forth her increate^'] 
Rich ana abandant harvests 
were amon^ the temporal bles- 
siDgs promised to Ood*8 ancient 
people, as the reward of faith- 
fulness and obedience. Lev. 
zxvi. 4. 

Fs. LXVm, ascribed by. 
the title in the Bible Version 
to David, begnns with the 
words nsea at the moying for- 



ward of the ark in. the wilder- 
ness, Nnmb. x. 36 ; and may 
have been written on the occa- 
sion of the bringing np of the 
ark to Mount Zion (see vv. 24, 
25, 27). The Psalm hws ever 
been retarded as prophetical of 
the ascension of Christ, and of 
tJiegiftof the Holy Spirit which 
He won for men. See John 
xvi. 7. 
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Bat 18. 



4 O sing unto God, and sing praises nnto 
his Name; magnify Him &at rideth upon 
the heavens, as it were upon an horse ; praise 
Him in his> Name JA£t, and rejoice before 
Him. 

5 He is a Father of the< fiButherlees, and 
defendeth the cause of the widows, even 
God in hiis holj habitation. 

6 He is the God that maketh men to be 
of one mind in an house, and bringeth the 
prisoners out of captivity, but letteth the 
runagates continue in scarceness. 

7 O God, when Thou wentest forth before 
the people, when Thou wentest through the 
wilderness^ 

8 The earth shook, ai^l the heavens drop- 
ped at the presence of God, even as Sinai 
aliso was moved at the presence of God, who 
is the God of Israel. 

9 Thou, O God, sentest a gracious rain 



4. MoffHify Him thai ridetk 
tipom the iettvem9, &c.] The 
meanuig leems rather to he, 
'* Baiae a highway for Him who 
rideth through the dewrt ;'* and 
the aUiwion ia probably to the 
paange of the ark, on which 
wr-re the ehembims, through 
the wilderaeM. See £xod. xl. 
88* 

Hit name JAH,"] The shorfe 
form of Jehovah, which means 
ael^existiog/* £xod. iii. 14. 
The name Jah it often fonnd 
ill oomhi nation witli another 
word, HaUeht^ " Frai8e,"--ao 
maidnir Halleluiahs or " Praise 
Jehovah," *' Fhiiae the Lord." 

6. Tkal maketh men to be of 



IC 



one mind in an i&owie,] " God 
setteth the solitary in fiimilies." 
Grod giveth thedmolate a home 
to dwell in. 

But letteth the nmoffatee con- 
tinue in scarcenett.'] ** But the 
lebeilioos dwell in a dry land." 

7, 8. Qod^when Thou went- 
est forik^ &c.] These verses are 
nearly identical with a passage 
in the Song'ofi Deborah, Judges 
Y. 4, 6. 

9: A graeioue fmn'\ A rain 
of giilta or bounties, includinsi 
" the mnnna" and ** the anails," 
as well> as refreshing showers 
and water from the rode. See 
laa. zliT. 8 ; Ps. luviu. 28. 
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Day 13. 



PSALM LXVIII. 



upon thine inheritance, and re&eshedst it 
wnen it was weary. 

10 Thy congregation shall dwell therein ; 
for Thou, O God, hast of thy goodness 
prepared for the poor. 

11 The Lord gave the word: great was 
the company of the preachers. 

12 Kings with their armies did flee, and 
were discomfited ; and they of the household 
divided the spoil. 

13 Though ye have lien among the pots, 
yet shall ye be as the wings of a dove, that 
IS covered with silver wings, and her feathers 
like gold. 

14 When the Almighty scattered kings 
for their sake, then were they as white as 
snow in Salmon. 

15 As the hill of Basan, so is God's hill, 
even an high hill, as the hill of Basan. 



10. Thy congregation shall 

dwell (herein ;! ** Thy congre- 

gntioa hath dwelt therein;*' 

that is, found a home or houses 

in the wilderness : 

" In desert wild, thy pilgrims 

poor 

Dwelt as in homes of rest 



n 



secure. 

11. The lord gave (he word Q 
The assurance oi victory, which 
was immediately realized. 

Of the preachers.'] that is, of 
those who proclaimed the joyful 
news; namely, of the women 
who celebrated the victory with 
timbrels, songs, and dances. 
Exod . XT. 20. For the spiritual 
meaning, see St. Mark xvi. 16 
—20. 



12. They of the household] 
those that remained at home. 

13. Though ye have lien 
among the pots,] Among the 
brick-kilns and furnaces of 
Egypt: or the meaning may 
be. When ye lie down in peace 
beside the sheep-folds of Ca- 
naan, ye shall be in a condition 
of glory and splendour. 

14. Whif-e as snow in Sal- 
mon.'^ On the overthrow of 
hostile kings, the sunshine of 
pros)ierity lightened the land, 
just as the dark mountain-top 
of Salmon gleamed brightly 
when covered with snow. 

15. As the hiU of Basan, he] 
A mountain of God, — a lofty 
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DAT 18. 



16 Why hop je so, ye high hills? this is 
God's hill, in the which it pleaseth Him to 
dwell; yea, the Lord will abide in it for ever, 

17 Tlie chariots of God are twenty thou- 
sand, even thousands of angels, and the Lord 
is among them, as in the holy place of SinaL 

18 Thou art gone up on high, Thou hast 
led captivity captive, and received gifts for 
men ; yea, even for thine enemies, that the 
Lord God might dwell among them. 

19 Praised be the Lord daily, even the 
God who helpeth us, and poureth his bene- 
fits upon us. 

20 He is our God, even the God of whom 
cometh salvation; God is the Lord, by whom 
we escape death. 

21 God shall wound the head of his ene- 
mies, and the hairy scalp of such a one as 
goeth on still in his wickedness. 



nioimtain is Hoimt Baaan, bnt 
not to be compared ia digaity 
and honour with Ood*t own 
chosen hiU, Mount Zion. laa. 
ii. 2 -, Mic. iv. 1. 

16. XPJHr kcp ye sOt ye hiffk 
hills r\ Why are ye moved 
with envy P Why do ye look 
askance at Moaiit Zion for the 
honour put upon it by God P 

17. The charioU of Qod] 
The power and niaj<*sty of 
Jehovah are represented under 
the figure of a mighty con- 
queror, followed by an immense 
train of war-ehaiiots, and at- 
tended by myriads of the 
angelic host. See Dent. xx. 1 ; 
xxxii. 2 ; and refer to ^ Kings 
vi. 17. 



18. Thou art pone vp on 
h^fh^ Thus the smgers hymn 
the ascent of the ark to Mount 
Zion. 

Thou hast led eemtivity etat- 
tive,'] Thou hast led captive the 
conquered enemy, and won 
from them spoil and tribute 
for distribution among men. 
This verse is quoted by St. Paul, 
Ephes. iv. 8, as prophetical of 
our Lord's ascension, and of 
the gifts of the Uuly Spirit be- 
stowed by Him upon men. See 
also Ephes. iii. 17. 

20. God is the Lord, by 
whom we escape death^ Unto 
Jehovah the Lord belong^eii- 
veranoes from death. Dent, 
xxxii. 89; Her. i. 18. 
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22 The Lord hath said, I will bring my 
people again, as I did from Basan; mine 
own will I bring again^ as I did sometime 
from the deep of the sea. 

23 That tny foot may be dipped in the 
blood of thine enemies, and that the tongue 
of thy dogs may be red through the same. 

24 It is well seen, O God, how Thou goest, 
how Thou, my God and King, goest in the 
sanctuary. 

25 The singers go before, the minstrels 
follow after; in the midst are the damsels 
playing with the timbrels. 

26 Give thanks, O Israel, unto God the 
Lord in the congregations, from the ground 
of the heart. 

27 There is little Benjamin their ruler, 
and the princes of Judah their counsel ; the 
princes of Zabulon, and the princes of Neph- 
thali. 



22. As I did from Basant 
&«.] I will brinji; oack ray own, 
in triumph, as I did aforetime 
from Basan, the extreme border 
of Canaan, and from the 
depths of the Red Sea. Some 
consider it to mean that Gk>d 
wil/ bring back the enemies of 
his people as captives. 

28. That thy fooiM-'] So 
that thou shalt plange thy foot 
in blood ; a striking figure, 
to signify the overthrow and 
slangiiter of the enemies of 
Israel. 

24^—27.] The order of the 
triumphal procession to Mount 
Zion in celebration of victory 



is here described. 

26. Fr<m the ground of the 
heartj] "From the fountain of 
Israel; " that is. Bless God, ye 
that are of the fountain [or 
racelof Israel. See Bent. xxxiiL 
28 ; isa. xlviii. 1. 

27. There ia little Be^famin, 
&c.] Benjamin the youngest. 
Two tribes to the sonth.and two 
to the north, are named as repre* 
sentatives of the whole num- 
ber, all of which, no doubt, took 
their plape in the procesbion. 
Zebulun and Nephtbali distin- 
guished themselves ia the wars 
vnder Deborah and Barak. 
Judges V . 18, 
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28 Thy God hath sent forth strength for 
thee ; stablish the thing, O Gt)d, that Thon 
hast wrought in ns, 

29 For thy temple's sake at Jerusalem; 
so shall kings bring presents unto Thee. 

80 When the company of the spear-men. 
and multitude of the mighty are scattered 
abroad among the beasts of the people, so 
that they humbly bring pieces of suver ; and 
when He hath scattered the people that 
delight in war ; 

31 Then shall the princes come out of 
Egypt ; the Morians' land shall soon stretch 
out her hands unto God. 



28. Hath tent forth'] Hath 
ordained or assured thy strength 
and security. 

Siabluh the thing, God.kxi,'] 
Secure to us the fmits of our 
late victory. 

29. For thy tenml^t saie] 
Becanse of thy temple, because 
of thy niHnifested glory and 
power, as the God of Israel, 2 
Chron. xxxii. 13 ; Isaiah Iz. 3. 
The words may hie retarded as 
prophetical of the gifts offered 
Dy the Gentile kings to Christ, 
Matt. ii. 11. 

SO. When the company of the 
tpear-4nen^ This difficult verse 
M more clearly rendered as f<^ 
lovrs: Kehuke the wild beast 
of the reeds, the herd of bulls, 
with the calves of the people, 
till every one submit nimself 
with pieces of silver. *' Scatter 
Thou the people that delight in 
war." 

By "the wild beast of the 



reeds " is meant the power of 
heathen £gypt, represented by 
the Hippopotamus or Behe- 
moth. Job xl. 26. The ** bulls," 
and the "calves'* of thepeopleu 
are the powerful kings and 
proud reWilious people who 
opposed themselves to the God 
of Israel To submit with 
pieces of silver, is to offer gifts 
of money as tokens of alle- 
giance. 

31. Then ehaU the prineee 
eome out of Boypf ;] When the 
enemies of Israel have been 
subdued, and the Church firmly 
established at Jerusalem, Prin- 
ces shall come from Egypt [the 
heathen nations] to sue for 
peace and friendship. Refer 
to 1 Kings ix. 15, snd x. 2. The 
Morians^land [Ethiopia] shall 
stretch out her hands as a sup- 
pliant. This passage is strik- 
mgly illuKtrated by the remark- 
able prophecy, Isa. xlv. 14b 



Day 13. 



PSALM LXIX. 



32 Sing unto God, O ye kingdoms of the 
earth, O sing praises unto the Lord ; 

33 Who sitteth in the heavens over all 
from the beginning; lo, He doth send out his 
voice, yea, and that a mighty voice. 

34 Ascribe ye the power to God over 
Israel; his worship, and strength is in the 
clouds. 

35 O God, wonderful art Thou in thy holy 
places, even the God of Israel ; He will give 
strength and power unto his people, blessed 
be God. 



Evening,] PSALM LXIX. [Day 18. 

THK OOHFLAIirr OF THB SUFFEBINa BIGHTBOUS MAN. 

Proper Pscdni for Oood Friday. 

AVE me, O God; for the waters are 



s 



ks^ come in, even unto my soul. 

2 I stick fast in the deep mire, where no 
ground is ; I am come into deep waters, so 
that the floods run over me. 

3 I am weary of crying; my throat is 
dry ; my sight faileth me for waiting so long 
upon my God. 

4 They that hate me without a cause are 
more than the hairs of my head ; they that 



Ps. LXIX. is ascribed to 
David, both in the Bible ver- 
aioQ and by St. Paol, Rom. xi. 
9 ; and may he conrp-ired with 
Psalms XXII and XXXV. It 
ia quoted more frequently in 
the New Testament than any 
Psalm, except Ps. XXII. ; and 

132 



the Church, hy appointing it to 
be read on the day of our Lord's 
crucifixion, confirms the gene- 
rally received interpretation of 
it an pronhetical of his passion 
and death. 

1. Even taUo my soul,"] So 
as to endanger my life. 



PSALM LXIX. 



Day 18. 



are mine enemies, and would destroy me 
guiltlesB. are mighty. 

5 I paid them the things that I never 
took: God, thou knowest my simpleness, 
and my faults are not hid from Thee. 

6 Let not them that trust in Thee, O Lord 
God of hosts, be ashamed for my cause ; let 
not those that seek Thee be confounded 
through me, O Lord God of Israel. 

7 And why? for thy sake have I suffered 
reproof; shame hath covered my face. 

8 I am become a stranger unto my bre- 
thren ; even an alien unto ray mother's 
children. 

9 For the zeal of thine house hath even 
eaten me; and the rebukes of them that 
rebuked Thee are fallen upon me. 

10 I wept, and chastened myself with fast- 
ing ; and that was turned to my reproof. 

11 I put on sackcloth also, and tney jested 
upon me. 

12 They that sit in the gate speak against 



6. / paid them the things, 
&&] I gave up that which I 
took not away. 

My siaynleHees,'] "Myfooliah- 
upss/* that u, in Scripture lan- 
intftgO) my wickedness. The 
Psaunist protests to Him who 
searcheth the heart, his inno- 
cence of the charges brought 
against him. 

6. Be confounded throuffh 
me^ that is. By seeing me, 
though innocent, suflTer. 

9. The teal of thine house 
htUh even eaten me/] A jealous 
regard for the honour of thy 



sanctuary hath worn me away.. 
See John ii. 17 ; Bom. zv. 3. 

11. lout on eaekcloth aleo,! 
Saekdotn was the garb cit 
mourning and humiliation. See 

fs. XXXV. IS. 

12. They thai sit in thegaU] 
The judges who with the elders 
sat in the gate of the citv, to 
administer justice. The rsal- 
mist thus complains that he is 
become a victim of injustice 
and contempt with both rulers 
and people, with the highest 
and tne lowest. 
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me ; and the drunkards make songs upon 
me. 

13 But, Lord, I make my prayer unto 
Thee in an acceptable time. 

14 Hear me, O God, in the multitude of 
thy mercy, even ' in the truth of thy sal- 
vation. 

15 Take me out of the mire, that I sink 
not ; O let me be delivered from them that 
hate me, and out of the deep waters. 

16 Let not the water-flood drown me, 
neither let the deep swallow me up ; and let 
not the pit shut her mouth upon me. 

17 Hear me, O Lord, for thy loving-kind- 
ness is comfortable ; turn Thee unto me ac- 
cording to the multitude of thy mercies. 

18 And hide not thv face from thy servant, 
for I am in trouble ; O haste Thee, and hear 
me. 

19 Draw nigh unto my soul, and save it : 

deliver me, because of mine enemies. 

20 Thou hast known my reproof, my shame, 
and my dishonour ; mine adversaries are all 
in thy sight. 

21 Thy rebuke hath broken my heart; 

1 am full of heaviness : I looked for some to 
have pity on me, but there was no man, 
neither found I any to comfort me. 

22 They gave me gall to eat ; and when 



15. Take me out of (he mire,'] 
The mire, the waters, and the 
floods, here and in vprsea 1, 2, 
are figures signifying the depths 
of trouble and affliction. 

22. They gave me gall to eal. 



&e.] How exactly this prophecy 
was fulfilled in the case of our 
Lord, we read in Matt, xxvii. 
34 : ** They gave Him vinegar 
to drink mingled with gall." 
See aUo John xix. 28, 29. 
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I was thirsty thej gave me vinegar to 
drink. 

23 Let their table be made a snare to take 
themselves withal ; and let the things that 
should have been for their wealth be unto 
them an occasion of falling. 

24 Let their eyes be blinded, that they 
see not; and ever bow Thou down their 
backs. 

25 Pour out thine indignation upon them ; 
and let thy vnrathful displeasure take hold of 
them. 

26 Let their habitation be void; and no 
man to dwell in their tents. 

27 For they persecute Him whom Thou 
hast smitten ; and they talk how they may 
vex them whom Thou hast wounded. 

28 Let them fall from one wickedness to 
another, and not come into my righteousness. 

29 Let them be wiped out of the book of 
the living; and not be written among the 
righteous. 

30 As for me, when I am poor and in 
heaviness, thy help, O God, shall lift me up. 



28. T^Wr^fe] that is, Their 
abundance and luxury. This 
and the following six verses are 
to be regarded as the expres- 
sion of the Psalmisf 8 desire 
that the just iudgment of Grod 
would overtaxe his enemies : 
they also foreshadow the deso- 
late and afflicted condition of 
the Jews as a nation. 

9A*, Let their eyes belUnded, 
&c] This verse is quoted by 
St. Paul, as foreshowing the 



blindness and obstinacy of the 
Jewish people in rejecting theie 
Messiah, Rom. xi. 9, 10. See 
also Isaiah vi. 9, 10. 

26. Let their haUtoHm be 
void;'] " Behold, your house is 
left unto you desolate," Matt, 
xxiii. 36 ; Acts i. 20. 

27. Akd they talk ho» they 
may pesf, kc,'] They aggravate, 
by their words, the pain of 
those who are stricken by Thee. 
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31 I will praise the Name of God with a 
song ; and magnify it with thanksgiving. 

32 This also shall please the Lord, better 
than a bullock that hath horns and hoofs. 

33 The humble shall consider this, and be 

Sjlad ; seek ye after God, and your soul shall 
ive. 

34 For the Lord heareth the poor; and 
despiseth not his prisoners. 

35 Let heaven and earth praise Him ; the 
sea, and all that moveth therein. 

36 For God will save Sion, and build the 
cities of Judah ; that men may dwell there, 
and have it in possession. 

37 The posterity also of his servants shall 
inherit it, and they that love his Name shall 
dwell therein. 



Psalm LXX. 

OOD THE BEFUGE OF THE POOR AND LOWLT. 

HASTE Thee, O God, to deliver me; 
make haste to help me, O Lord. 

2 Let them be ashamed and confounded 
that seek after my soul ; let them be turned 
backward and put to confusion that wish me 
evil. 

3 Let them for their reward be soon 



82. Better than, a bulloek,kcJ] 
Better, that is, thau the most 
perfect Bacrifioe that ooold be 
offered on the altar. 

37. The potteriiy aUo i)f hU 
servanie] The descendants from 
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^neration to generation of 
God's tme worshippers. 

Ps. LXX. This Psalm is a re- 
petition of part of Psalm XL. 
Terseald- 2L 



PSALM LXXL DAT 14. 



brought to shame, that cry over me, There, 
there. 

4 But let all those that seek Thee be jojrful 
and gl^ in Thee ; and let idl such as delight 
in thy salvation say alwaj, The Lord be 
praised. 

5 As for me, I am poor and in misery ; 
haste Thee unto me, O God. 

6 Thou art my helper, and my redeemer ; 
O Lord, make no long tarrying. 



Momimg.] Psalm LXXL [i%i4. 

GOD OUR SUPPORT THROUGH LIFE, AKD RKFUOE IN OLD 

AGS. 

A PacUm for the Vintation of the Sick, 

IN Thee, O Lord, have I put my trust, let 
me never be put to confusion ; but rid 
me, and deliver me, in thy righteousness ; 
incline thine ear unto me, and save me. 

2 Be Thou my strong hold, whereunto I 
may alwa^ resort; Thou hast promised to 
help me, K>r Thou art my house of defence, 
and my castle. 

3 Deliver me, O my God, out of the hand 
of the ungodly ; out of the hand of the un- 
righteous and cruel man. 

4 For Thou, O Lord God, art the thing 



Fto. LXXI. 18 Biipposed to 
have been written by DaTid in 
his old age. 

1—3.] The lint three verses 



are nearly the same as those 
at the opening of the Slst 
Psalm. 

1. Bid OTtfJ that is, Set me 
free. 
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that I long for ; Thou art my hope, even 
from my youth. 

6 Through Thee have I been holden up 
ever since I was bom ; Thou art He that took 
me out of my mother's womb ; my praise 
shall be always of Thee. 

6 I am become as it were a monster unto 
many ; but my sure trust is in Thee. 

7 O let my mouth be filled with thy praise ; 
that I may sing of thy glory and honour aU 
the day long. 

8 Cast me not away in the time of age, 
forsake me not when my strength faileth me. 

9 For mine enemies speak against me, 
and they that lay wait for my soul take their 
counsel together, saying, God hath forsaken 
him ; persecute him, and take him, for there 
is none to deliver him. 

10 Go not far from me, O God ; my God, 
haste Thee to help me. 

11 Let them be confounded and perish 
that are against my soul; let them be covered 
with shame and dishonour that seek to do 
me evil. 

12 As for me, I will patiently abide alway; 
and will praise Thee more and more. 

13 My mouth shall daily speak of thy 



6. A monster] " A wonder ;" 
something strange and start- 
ling. 

11. Let them he confounded^ 
&c.] The threat of Ahithophel, 
— *^ I will arise and parsue after 
David this night: and I will 
come upon him while he is 
.weary and weak-handed, and 



will make him afraid ; and all 
the people that are with him 
shall flee ; and I will smite tV.e 
king only," — ^this threat will 
serve to show the treacherous 
and cruiel character of the ene- 
mies upon whom the Psalmist 
prays that God will execute 
judgment. See 2 Sam. xvii. 1,2. 
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righteousness and salvation, for I know no 
end thereof. 

14 I will go forth in the strength of the 
Lord God, and will make mention of thy 
righteousness only. 

15 Thou, O God, hast taught me from my 
youth up until now ; therefore will I tell of 
thy wondrous works. 

16 Forsake me not, O QoA, in mine old 
age, when I am gray-headed ; until I have 
shewed thy strenfftfi unto this generation, 
and thy power to all them that are yet for to 
come. 

17 Thy righteousness, O God, is very high, 
and great things are they that Thou hast 
done ; O God, who is like unto Thee ? 

18 O what great troubles and adversities 
hast Thou shewed me I and yet didst Thou 
turn and refresh me; yea, and broughtest 
me from the deep of the earth again. 

19 Thou hast brought me to great ho- 
nour, and comforted me on every side. 

20 Therefore . will I praise Thee and thy 
faithfrdness, O God, pl^ng upon an instru- 
ment of musick ; unto Thee will I sing upon 
the harp, O Thou Holy One of Israel. 

21 My lips will be fain when I sing unto 



13. For I know no end there- 
<2^.] Thy mercies and deliver- 
ances are more than I can 
number. 

14>. Will make mention, &e.] 
Will ascribe all to thy favoor 
and goodness, not to any might 
or merit of my own. 

18. Yet didst Thou turn 



and refresh me/] " Thon shalt 
qnicken me again, and shalt 
bring me np again from the 
depths of the earth," that is, 
from the lowest state of 
misery. 

21. My lias wiU be fttin'\ 
" My lips shall greatly rejoice," 
shall shout for joy. 
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Thee ; and so will my soul whom Thou hast 
delivered. 

22 Mj tongue also shall talk of thy right- 
eousness all the day long ; for they are con- 
founded and brought unto shame that seek to 
do me evil. 



Psalm LXXII. 

THB BEZGN OF CHBIBT IN PEACE AHD BIOHTEOUBVEBS. 

GIVE the King thy judgments, O God ; 
and thy righteousness unto the King's 
son. 

2 Then shall He judge thy people accord- 
ing unto right, and defend the poor. 

3 The mountains also shall bring peace, 
and the little hills righteousness unto the 
people. 

4 He shall keep the simple folk by their 
right, defend the children of the poor, and 
punish the wrong doer. 

6 They shall fear Thee, as long as the sun 
and moon endureth, from one generation to 
another. 

6 He shall come down like the rain into 



Ps. LXXII. is entitled in 
the Bible, " A Psalm for Solo- 
mon,** and is thronghont pro- 
phetic of the advPDt Rnd nni- 
Tersal dominion of the Messiah. 

1. Owe the King^ &c.J Grant 
that Solomon who is king, and 
also the king's (David*s) son, 
may reign in righteousness, — 
Isa. xxxi. 1 — and minister true 

iiO 



judgment unto the people. 

3. The mountains afso, &c.] 
Peace and justice in his time 
shall smile alike upon all, 
whether high and lifted up, or 
humble and lowly. 

4. The simple foli by their 
riffhty'] He shall see justice 
done to the helpless and un* 
protected. 



PSALM LXXTT. 



DAT 14. 



a fleece of wool, even as the drops that water 
the earth. 

7 In his time shall the righteous flourish ; 
yea, and abundance of peace, so long as the 
moon endureth. 

8 His dominion shall be also from the one 
sea to the other, and from the flood unto the 
world^s end. 

9 They that dwell in the wilderness shall 
kneel before Him ; his enemies shall lick the 
dust. 

10 The kings of Tharsis and of the isles 
shall give presents ; the kings of Arabia and 
Saba shall bring ^fts. 

11 All kings shall fall down before Him ; 
aU nations shall do Him service. 

12 For He shall deliver the poor when he 
crieth, the needy also, and him that hath no 
helper. 

13 He shall be favourable to the simple 
and needy ; and shall preserve the souls of 
the poor. 

14 He shall deliver their souls from false- 



6. Into a fieece of woo/,] 
The original word siifnifies 
something either sheared or 
mown ; but the Bible Tersion, 
"upon the mown grass/' sup- 
ported as it is by the best 
authorities, is to be preferred. 

8. And from the floods ftc^ 
i.e. Ifrom the river (the Eu- 
phrates) unto the ends of the 
earth. £xod. xxiii. 31. Tlie 
universal dominion of the Mes- 
siah is here foretold. 

10. The king9 of Tkartu 
and of the Mei] Tharsis is 



probably Spain. I Kings x. 22 ; 
the ides are the islands and 
northern shores of the Medi- 
terranean Sea. 

Saba] or Seba, was the eldest 
son of Cu.sh, Gen. x. 7 ; the 
family and tribe ultimately 
settled in that part I'f Africa 
which is now known as Ethi- 
opia. 

11. AU Unas shall fail doum 
before ^tm/J Reference should 
be made to the adoration and 
gifts offered by the wise men to 
the infant Saviour. Matt. ii. 11. 
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hood and wrong ; and dear shall their blood 
be in his sight. 

15 He shall live, and unto Him shall be 
given of the gold of Arabia; prayer shall be 
made ever unto Him, and daily shall He be 
praiaed. ' 

16 There shall be an heap of com in the 
earth, high upon the hills; his fruit shall 
shake like Libanus, and shall be green in 
the ci^ like grass upon the earth. 

17 His Name shall endure for ever; his 
Name shall remain imder the sun among 
the posterities, which shall be blessea 
through Him; and all the heathen shall 
praise Him. 

18 Blessed be the Lard God, even the 
God of Israel, which only doeth wondrous 
things ; 

19 And blessed be the Name of his Ma- 
jesty for ever; and all the earth shall be 
filled with his Majesty. Amen, Amen. 



15. He shall Uve, &c.] "A 
king shall reign nnd prosper," 
Jer. xxiii. 6. The allusion is 
to Him who liveth and was 
dead, and is alive for evermore, 
Kev. i. 18. 

16. An heap of cornt &c.] 
There shall m aDnndaaoe of 
corn in the earth, even upon 
the tops of the monntains. 

Hie fruit shall shaken &c.] 
The crops of corn shall be so 
high ana heavy that they shall 
wave and resoand like the 
cedar forests of Lebanon. 



And shall be green] the 
meaning rather is, They^ the 
inhabitants of the city, shall 
spring up and flourish like 
grass of tne earth. 

17. His Name shaU remain] 
" His Name shall be continue 
as long as the sun." 

19. Amen, Amen."] The dox- 
ology in verses 18 and 19, and 
the final Amen, mark the end 
of the second of the five books 
into which the Hebrews por- 
tioned out their Psalter. 
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Evening.'] 



Psalm LXXIII. 



[Day 14. 



iKFAmscn Aim dibteusz. oobbjeotsd. 

TRULY God is loying unto Israel, even 
unto such as are of a clean heart. 

2 Neyertheless, my feet were almost gone ; 
my treadines had well-nigh slipt. 

3 And why ?' I was grieved at the wicked : 
I do also see the ungodly in such pro- 
sperity. 

4 For they are in no peril of death, but 
are lusty and strong. 

6 They come in no misfortune like other 
folk, neither are they plagued like other 
men. 

6 And this is the cause that they are so 
holden with pride, and overwhelmed with 
cruelty. 



Psalms LXXIU.— LXXXIII. 
are all ascribed in the Bible 
titles to Asapli, Iwt probablj 
only four besides this, namely, 
LXXIII, LXXVIII, LXXXI, 
and LXXXII, were written by 
David's chief mosieian. The 
rest belong to another Aaaph 
in a later afre. 

Ps. LXXIII. sets before n» 
the peculiar trials to which 
the faith of the Israelite of 
old was eipoaed by the pro- 
aperity and success of the un- 
godly. JehoYali was revealed 
to him as a God of justice, 
rewarding the righteous and 
punishing the evil-doer; but 
the moral government of God 
might be guesticmed, when 
his enemies were exalted, and 
his true worshippers distressed 



and suffering. The Pkalinislfs 
doubts are all cleared up by 
the light thrown upon them 
in the sanctuary, — a light 
which makes plain the ways of 
God in suffering tiie wicked to 
prevail for a time, that their 
final overthrow may be the 
miure signal. 



"But 



as 



2. N€V0riJkek$»,'] 
for me.*' 

3. I wot fffievedy &c] " For 
I was envious at the loolish, 
when 1 saw the prosperity of 
the wicked.** 

6. So MoUUm wUh pride, &c.] 
"Therefore piide compassetn 
them about as a chain; vio- 
lence ooveieth them as a gar- 
ment.** 
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7 Their eyes swell with fatness, and they 
do even what they lust. 

8 They corrupt other, and speak of wicked 
blasphemy : their talking is against the most 
Higi 

9 For they stretch forth their mouth unto 
the heaven, and their tongue goeth through 
the world. 

10 Therefore fall the people unto them; 
and thereout suck they no small advantage. 

11 Tush, say they, how should God per- 
ceive it; is there knowledge in the most 
High? 

12 Lo, these are the ungodly, these pros- 
per in the world, and these have riches in 
possession : and I said, Then have I cleansed 
my heart in vain, and washed mine hands in 
innocency. 

13 All the day long have I been punished, 
and chastened every morning. 

14 Yea, and I had almost said even as 
they ; but lo, then I should have condemned 
the generation of thy children. 



7. What they luH.'] Whatever 
their pa<t8ion or fancy euggests. 

8. Speak of wicked blas- 
jahemy, &c.] Their conversation 
18 utterly corrupt and profane. 

9. They stretch forth their 
mouth, &c.] Their bold and 
impious tongue spares neither 
God nor man. 

10. Therefore fdl the people, 
&c.] Therefore do the people, 
deluded by their seeming pro- 
sperity, flock after them ; and 
thereby these wicked boasters 
derive great wealth and power. 
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13. Ml the day long, &c.] 
For, notwithstanding niv strict 
observance of GKmPs law, I 
endure constant trouble and 
suffering. 

14. lea, and I had almoei 
eaid^ I was nearly falling into 
this impious way of talking 
and reasoning ; but had I done 
so, I should have condemned 
the generaiion of thy children, 
that is, thy true servants, who 
live a holier life, and act on a 
higher prindple. 



PSALM LXXIII. 



Day 14. 



15 Then thought I to understand this, 
but it was too hard for me, 

16 Until I went into the sanctuary of 
God : then understood I the end of these men ; 

17 Namely, how Thou dost set them in 
slippery places, and castest them down, and 
destroyest them. 

18 Oh, how suddenly do they consume, 
perish, and come to a fearful end I 

19 Yea, even like Us a dream when one 
awaketh; so shalt Thou make their image 
to vanish out of the city. 

20 Thus my heart was grieved, and it 
went even through my reins. 

21 So foolish was I, and ignorant, even 
as it were a beast before Thee. 

22 Nevertheless, I am alway by Thee ; 
for Thou hast holden me by my right hand. 

23 Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel, 
and after that receive me with glory. 

24 Whom have I in heaven but Thee, and 
there is none upon earth that I desire in com- 
parison of Thee. 

25 My flesh and my heart faileth ; but God 
is the strength of my heart, and my portion 
for ever. 



19. Their image] Their vain 
show and empty state. 

20. My retfu.'} meaning, Hy 
inmost sonl. 

21. M ii were a heast^ &e.] 
As one who had lost his reason, 
and looked only to the out- 
ward ajqsearance of things. 

23. Jnd after thai, &c.] 
*' And afterward receive nie to 



glory," the riory to be here- 
after revealed. 

26. Myjteih and my heart, 
&c.] My bodily powers may 
decay, bnt God sustains my 
spirit, and will be my eternal 

Sortiun. In this passage we 
iscover the expectation of a 
future resurrection. Compare 
Job xix. 26—27. 
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26 For lo, they that forsake Thee shall 
perish; Thou hast destroyed all them that 
cammit fornication against Thee. 

27 But it is good for me to hold me fast 
by God, to put my trust in the Lord God, 
and to fipeak of all thy works in the gates of 
the daughter of Sion. 



Psalm LXXIV. 

APPEAL FOB god's INTERPOSITION. 

OGOD, wherefore art Thorn absent from 
su so long? why is thy wrath so hot 
against the sheep of thy pasture? 

2 O think upon thy congregation, whom 
Thou hast purchased, and redeemed of old. 

3 Think upon the tribe of thine inherit- 
ance; and mount Sion, wherein Thou hast 
dwelt. 

4 Lift up thy feet, that Thou mayest 



26. All them that commit 
fomicaium agmntt Thee.'] The 

CImrch is constantly repre- 
sented as the Bride of the 
Lord, see Isa. liv. 6 ; and those 
members of the Chnrch who 
desert his service for that of 
idols are said to be guilty of 
fornication or adultery. 

27. The gates qfihe dauahfer 
of Sion,'] The principal places 
of resort in Jerusalem. 

Ps. LXXIV.— This Psalm 
was probably written aftt r the 
capture of Jerusalem and de- 
struction of the temple by the 



Chaldieans, B.C. 688. After a 
pathetic descriptioB of the deso- 
lation of the temple of Jeru- 
salem, and the affliction of the 
people, the Psalmist proceeds 
to fTTonnd a plea for Grod's 
merciful interference, on his 
miracles in behalf of his people 
in the old time. 

4. Lift ftp thy feet, fitc.] 
"Lift up thy feet unto the 
perpetual desolations," that is, 
Arise and come -to yisit the 
places ntter4y desolate: the 
enemy hath deetroyed every- 
thing in thy sanctuary. 
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utterly destroy every enemy which hath 
done evil in thy sanctuary. 

5 Thine adyersaries roar in the midst of 
thy congregations, and set up their banners 
for tokens. 

6 He that hewed timber afore out of the 
thick trees, was known to bring it to an ex- 
cellent work. 

7 But now they break down all the carved 
work thereof with axes and hammers. 

8 They have set fire upon thy holy places, 
and have defiled the dwelling-place of thy 
Name, even unto the ground. 

9 Yea, they said in their hearts, " Let us 
make havoc of them altogether:" thus have 
they burnt up all the houses of God in the 
land. 

10 We see not our tokens, there is not one 
prophet more ; no, not one is there among us, 
that understandeth any more. 

11 O God, how long shall the adversary 
do this dishonour? how long shall the enemy 
blaspheme thy Name, for ever ? 

12 Why withdrawest Thou thy hand? 



6. Tkine adoersaries roar. 
See.] The enemies of God raise 
a shoot of triumpfa in the 
places of solemn assembly ; and 
set up their banners, that is, 
their flags and standards, as 
tokens of vietory. 

6. He that hewed Umber, Slo."] 
The builders of the temple, 
in the reign of King Solomon, 
prepared and earved the eedar- 
wood with nice and delicate 
skill; bat all this beautiful 



work is now hewn and broken 
down by the axes and hammers 
of the destroyers. 

10. We eeenot our tokent^ 
We see none of the signs of 
God's presence or favour, no 
sign of coming deliverance. 

There is not one prophet 
more/] "There is no more 
any prophets," (fizek. vii. 26,) 
"neither is there among us 
any one who knoweth how 
long.' 
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why pluckest Thou not thy right hand out 
of thy bosom to consume the enemy? 

13 For God is my King of old ; the help 
that is done upon earth He doeth it Himself. 

14 Thou didst divide the sea through thy 
power : Thou brakest the heads of the dragons 
m the waters. 

15 Thou smotest the heads of leviathan 
in pieces, and gavest him to be meat for the 
people in the wilderness. 

16 Thou broughtest out fountains and 
waters out of the hard rocks ; Thou driedst 
up mighty waters. 

17 The day is thine, and the night is 
thine ; Thou hast prepared the light and the 
sun. 

18 Thou hast set all the borders of the 
earth ; Thou hast made summer and winter. 

19 Remember this, O Lord, how the enemy 
hath rebuked, and how the foolish people 
hath blasphemed thy Name. 

20 O deliver not the soul of thv turtle- 
dove unto the multitude of the enemies ; and 



12. Old of thy iotom, &c.] 
Why is thy hand, the instni- 
meat of justice and yengeance, 
allowed to rest in thy bosom P 
Why is it not upraised to strike 
down thy enemies P 

IS. Tke keh that is done, 
&c.] Ood worketh deUverance 
and salvation in the midst of 
the land. 

14, 1 6. Tlum brakest the hetds 
of the dragoM^ &c.] The levi- 
athans, or sea-monstersy are 
symboli of Pharaoh and his 



captains and army, who were 
destroyed in the lied Sea. Isa. 
U. 9—11. 

16. For the people in the 
foildemese.'] Eor the wild in- 
habitants of the Arabian shore. 

18. Thou hast set all the ior- 
dersl Fixed all the boundaries 
of the earth. 

20. The soul of thy turtle- 
dove'] The life of thy innocent, 
defenceless, and confiding peo- 
ple. 
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forget not the congregation of the poor for 
ever. 

21 Look upon the covenant; for all the 
earth is fall of darkness, and cruel habita- 
tions. 

22 O let not the simple go away ashamed, 
but let the poor and needy give praise unto 
thy Name. 

23 Arise, O God, maintain thine own 
cause ; remember how the foolish man blas- 
phemeth Thee daily. 

24 Forget not the voice of thine enemies : 
the presumption of them that hate Thee in- 
creaseth ever more and more. 



Morning.] PsALM LXXV. [Day 15. 

QOD THB ONLT SURE STAY OV A NATIOK. 

UNTO Thee, O God, do we give thanks ; 
yea, unto Thee do we give thanks. 

2 Thy Name also is so nigh ; and that do 
thy wondrous works declare. 

3 When I receive the congregation, I shall 
judge according unto right. 



21. Darkness ^ and cruel ha- 
bitaiiotu.'] For the dark places 
of the land are filled with 
abodes of violence. 

24*. The presttrnpiionj &c.] 
<* The tumult of those that rise 
up against Thee increaseth con- 
tinually." 

Pb. LXXV.-^In this Psalm 

5 raise is offered to the Lord 
ehovah, as the just and dis- 
criminating Judge, supporting 



the weak who trust in Him, 
and subduing the proud and 
ungodly. 

3. Thy Name also is so niffh;'] 
Thou art near to defend and 
protect thv people ; " a very 
present help in trouble." 

3. Vhen I receive the con- 
gregaiion^ To the jrrateful 
address of his people, Jehovah 
replies, When 1 hold the solemn 
assembly, I will give sentence 
with justice. 
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4 The earth is weak, and all the inhabiters 
thereof; I bear up the pillars of it. 

5 I said unto the fools, "Deal not so 
madly;" and to the ungodly, "Set not np 
your horn. 

6 Set not up your horn on high, and speak 
not with a stiff neck." 

7 For promotion cometh neither from the 
east, nor from the west, nor yet from the 
south. 

8 And why ? God is the Judge ; he put- 
teth down one, and setteth up another. 

9 For in the hand of the Lord there is a 
cup, and the wine is red ; it is full mixed, 
and He poureth out of the same. 

10 As for the dregs thereof, all the im- 
godly of the earth shsJl drink them, and suck 
them out. 

11 But I will talk of the Grod of Jacob, 
and praise Him for ever. 

12 All the horns of the ungodly also will 
I break ; and the horns of the righteous shall 
be exalted. 



4. The earth is weak, &c.] 
While the earth itself seems 
aboat to be dissolved, and all 
its inhabitants are utterly pow- 
erless, the Lord alone sustains 
the world on its foundations. 

6. I said unto thefoolsy &c.] 
In these words the Piialmist, 
speaking in behalf of thepeople, 
and confiding in the promise of 
Jehovah, addresses their proud 
enemies. 

Set not up your horn] Do 
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not arrogantly exalt your- 
selves. 

7. For promotion cometh, 
&c.] It is not to allies from 
any quarter that we look for 
help, but to God only. 

9. In the hand of the Lord, 
&c.] The Lord gives their 
respective portions to the seve- 
ral nations ; either the cup of 
prosperity and blessing, or as 
here, the cup of judgment and 
woe. Isa. li. 17. 
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Psalm LXXVI. 

KATIONAL THANKSGIYINQ FOR VICTORY. 

IN Jewry is God known ; his Name is 
great in Israel. 

2 At Salem is his tabernacle,, and his 
dwelling in Sion. 

3 There brake He the arrows of the bow, 
the shield, the sword, and the battle. 

4 Thou art of more honour and might 
than the hills of the robbers. 

5 The proud are robbed, they have slept 
their sleep; and all the men whose hands 
were mighty have found nothing. 

6 At thy rebuke, O Grod of Jacob, both 
the chariot and horse are fallen. 

7 Thou, even Thou art to be feared ; and 
who may stand in thy sight when Tiiou art 
angry? 

8 Thou didst cause thy judgment to- be 
heard from heaven ; the earth trembled, and 
was still, 



Ps. LXXVI. is rapposed to 
hftTe been written and sung in 
celebration of the. deliverance 
of JemsalenL by the miracnlona 
destmction of Sennacherib's 
army, b.c. 710. See 2 Kings xix. 
36, and l8a.xzxviw— xzzvii. 

1. Jewry] Judah. 

2. Salem j Jernsalem. 

4. l%{m art of more AoHOWf 
&c.] Thou, Jehovah, art mightier 
than the strongholds of the 
enemy. 

6. Tke proud are robbed,"] 
The stoat of heart aiedespoiled ; 



they sleep the sleep of death. 

Jnd all the men, &6.] ** And 
none of the men of might 
have found their hands;" in 
other words, The mighly have 
become powerless. 

6. The chariot and korse are 
fallen, &c.] If the description 
refers to the destruction of 
Sennacherib's arm^ by the 
angel of Gkid, nothmg can be 
more gpraphic than, tfie Bible 
Version, *' Both the chariot and 
horse are cast into- a deep 
sleep.' 
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9 When God arose to judgment, and to 
help all the meek upon earth. 

10 The fierceness of man shall turn to thj 
praise, and the fierceness of them shalt Thou 
refrain. 

11 Promise unto the Lord your God, and 
keep it, all ye that are round about Him ; 
bring presents unto Him that ought to be 
feared. 

12 He shall refrain the spirit of princes, 
and is wonderful among the kings of the 
earth. 



Psalm LXXVII. 

THE RBMEMBRANOE OF FORMER MERCIES A SOURCE OF 
COMFORT IN AFFLICTION. 

I WILL cry unto God with my voice; 
even unto God will I cry with my voice, 
and He shall hearken unto me. 

2 In the time of my trouble I sought the 
Lord: my sore ran, and ceased not in the 
night-season ; my soul refused comfort. 



10. The ^fierceness of man] 
Truly the wrath of men, con- 
trolled and directed by Thee, is 
made to minister to thy praise. 
See Isa. xxxvii. 29. 

12. He sAall r^ow] « He 
will subdue the spint of princes ; 
He is to be feared by the kings 
of the earth." 

Fb. LXXVn. is of uncertain 
date, but contains a fountain 
of rich consolation (namely, 
the experience or memory of 



Gk)d's loving-kindness and mer- 
cy) for all who are overwhelmed 
with grief or disquieted with 
doubts. 

1. Twill cry unio Ood, &c.] 
The Bible Version is in the 
past tense. " 1 cried unto the 
Lord with my voice, even unto 
Gk)d with my voice, and He 
gave ear unto me." 

2. My tore r€m^ The mean- 
ing seems rather to be. My 
hand was stretehed out inces- 
santly in prayer. 
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3 When I am in heaviness, I will think 
upon God ; when my heart is vexed, I will 
complain. 

4 Thou boldest mine eyes waking; I am 
so feeble, that I cannot speak. 

5 I have considered the days of old, and 
the years that are past. 

6 I call to remembrance my song ; and in 
the night I commune with mine own heart, 
and search out my spirits. 

7 Will the Lord absent Himself for ever, 
and will He be no more entreated? 

8 Is his mercy clean gone for ever ; and 
is his promise come utterly to an end for 
evermore ? 

9 Hath God forgotten to be gracious ; and 
will He shut up his loving-kindness in 
displeasure ? 

10 And I said. It is mine own infirmity ; 
but I will remember the years of the right 
hand of the most Highest. 

Ill will remember the works of the Lord, 
and call to mind thy wonders of old time. 

12 I will think also of all thy works ; and 
my talking shall be of thy doings. 

13 Thy way, O God, is holy : who is so 
great a God as onr God? 

14 Thou art the God that doeth. wonders; 



3. Complain,'] Moam, or 
groan in spirit. 

4. TAou holdeH mine eyes, 
&c.] Thou didst keep mine 
eyes from sleep : I was so 
troubled that I could not speak. 

6. My 9<mg f\ The song of 



E raise for Ood's men^ which 
e sang in happier days. 
10. The yean of the right 
hand, &c.] The years wherein 
Jehovah manifested the vic- 
torious strength of his right 
hand. 
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- -- 

and hast declared thy power among the 
people. 

15 Thou hast mightily delivered thy 
people ; even the sons of Jacob and Joseph. 

16 The waters saw Thee, O Grod, the 
waters saw Thee, and were a&aid ; the depths 
also were troubled. 

17 The clouds poured out water, the air 
thundered, and thine arrows went abroad. 

18 The voice of thy thunder was heard 
round about ; the lightnings shone upon the 
ground; the earth was moved, and shook 
withal. 

19 Thy way is in the sea, and thy paths 
in the great waters, and thy footsteps are 
not known. 

20 Thou leddest thy people like sheep, by 
the hand of Moses and Aaron. 



Svming.] PSALM LXXVIII. [Day 15. 

THE W0NDEB8 WHICH OOD WROUGHT FOR HIB PEOFLX IS 

THE OLD TDIB. 

HE AE my law, O my people ; incline 
your ears unto the words of my mouth. 



14. The people.^ that is. The 
surrounding nations. 

15-.20. j These Terses plain- 
ly refer to the signs and won- 
ders wronght by God in Egypt 
and the wUdemess for the deli- 
yeranoe of his chosen people. 

Ps. LXXVni. was written by 
154 



Asaph the Seer, who lived in 
the time of David. It contains 
a summary of Go^s miraculous 
dealings with his people, from 
the time of Moses ; and its 
main object is to warn Israel 
not to provoke a fmh judg- 
ment, by a fresh rebellion and 
apostasy* 



PSALM LXXVIII. 



Day 15. 



2 I will open my mouth in a parable ; I 
will declare hard sentences of old ; 

3 Which we have heard and known, and 
such as our fathers have told us ; 

4 That we should not hide them from the 
children of the generations to come ; but to 
shew the honour of the Lord, his mighty and 
wonderful works that He hath done. 

5 He made a covenant with Jacob, and 
gave Israel a law, which He commanded our 
K>refathers to teach their children ; 

6 That their posterity might know it, and 
the children which were yet unborn ; 

7 To the intent that when they came up, 
they might shew their children the same ; 

8 That they might put their trust in God, 
and not to forget the works of God, but to 
keep his commandments ; 

9 And not to be as their forefi^thers, a 
faithless and stubborn generation, a gene- 
ration that set not their heart aright, and 



2. I will de^are hard senten- 
ces of old/] I will utter wise 
sentences from of old ; that is, 
lessons from Jewish history, 
which were written for oar 
learning. The events narrated 
were types or examples of 
things which were to happen 
under the Christian dispensa- 
tion ; and as these dealings of 
Qod with his ancient people 
conTcyed instructions which it 
required wisdom and sagacity 
to extract and apply to later 
times and circumstances, they 
had the character of a parable. 
The words are quoted by the 



eyangeUst St. Matthew as re- 
ceiving a more exact fulfilment 
in the parables of our Saviour. 
See Matt. xiii. 36. 

6. To teach their children^ 
See.] Referring to the command- 
ments and statutes which he 
had given to the Jews, Moses 
enjoins as follows: " Thou shalt 
teach them diligently unto thy 
children, and shalt talk of them 
when thou sittest in thine house, 
and when thou walkest by the 
way, and when thou liest down, 
and when thou risest up.*' 
Deut. vi. 7, and xi. 19. 
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whose spirit cleaveth not stedfastly unto 
God; 

10 Like as the children of Ephraim, who 
being harnessed, and carrying bows, turned 
themselves back in the day of battle. 

11 They kept not the covenant of God, 
and would not walk in his law ; 

12 But forgat what He had done, and the 
wonderful works that He had shewed for 
them. 

13 Marvellous things did He in the sight 
of our forefathers, in the land of Egypt, even 
in the field of Zoan, 

14 He divided the sea, and let them go 
through ; He made the waters to stand on an 
heap. 

15 In the day-time also He led them with 
a cloud, and all the night through with a 
light of ^re. 

16 He clave the hard rocks in the wilder- 
ness, and gave them drink thereof, as it had 
been out of the great depth. 

17 He brought waters out of the stony 
rock, so that it gushed out like the rivers. 

18 Yet for all this they sinned more 



10. lake as the children of 
Ijphraimy'] Ephraim, the prin- 
apal tribe, is here put for the 
whole of Israel ; and the charge 
against the people is, that they 
shrunk from executing the 
commands of Jehovah, and, 
like bowmen flying in fear from 
the enemy, deserted the post 
which the Almighly had assigned 
to them. 

13. Zoan.'] One of the oldest 



cities of Lower Egypt. 

14—54.] For the historical 
events which are commemorated 
in these verses, the reader is 
referred to Exod. vii. — xvii. ; 
Namb. xi., xvi., xx., xxi., xxv. ; 
and Dent, viii., ix. 

17. Waters out of the stony 
rock/] "They drank of that 
spiritual rock that followed 
them, and that rock was Christ.'* 
1 Gor. X. 4. 
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Day 15. 



against Him, and provoked the most Highest 
in the wilderness. 

19 They tempted God in their hearts, and 
required meat for their lust. 

20 They spake against God also, saying, 
" Shall God prepare a table in the wilderness? 

21 He smote the stony rock indeed, that 
the water gushed out, and the streams flowed 
withal; but can He give bread also, or provide 
flesh for his people?" 

22 When the Lord heard this. He was 
wroth ; so the fire was kindled in Jacob, and 
there came up heavy displeasure against 
Israel; 

23 Because they believed not in God, and 
put not their trust in his help. 

24 So He commanded the clouds above, 
and opened the doors of heaven. 

25 He rained down manna also upon them 
for to eat, and gave them food from heaven. 

26 So man did eat angels' food, for He 
sent them meat enough. 

27 He caused the east wind to blow under 
heaven ; and through his power he brought 
in the south-west wind. 

28 He rained flesh upon them as thick as 
dust, and feathered fowls like as the sand of 
the sea. 



22. So the Jire was hmdled 
in Jacob,'] that u, God*8 fiery 
indignation was excited against 
his people. See Komb. xi. 10. 
*' The anger of the Lord was 
kindled greatly.** 

26. AfiffaUfood:]Themumti 



which was, rained down npon 
the Lnraelites, is shown by our 
Lord Himself to be a type of 
Him who was the true bread 
which came down from heaven. 
See John vi. SI, S5, 48—51. 
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29 He let it fall among their tents, even 
round about their habitation. 

30 So they did eat, and were well filled : 
for He gave them their own desire ; they were 
not disappointed of their lust. 

31 But while the meat was vet in their 
mouths, the heavy wrath of God came upon 
them, and slew the wealthiest of them ; yea, 
and smote down the chosen men that were 
in Israel. 

32 But for all this they sinned yet more, 
and believed not his wondrous works. 

33 Therefore their days did He consume in 
vanity, and their years in trouble. 

34 When He slew them, they sought Him, 
and turned them early, and enquired after 
God. 

35 And they remembered that God was 
their strength ; and that the high God' was 
their Redeemer. 

36 Nevertheless, they did but flatter Him 
with their mouth, and dissembled with Him 
in their tongue. 

37 For their heart was not whole with 
Him, neither continued they stedfast in his 
covenant. 

38 But He was so merciful, that He for- 
gave their misdeeds, and destroyed them not. 



31. The wealihinf] The 
stronKert, and most vigrorous. 
Wealth is the old word for 
well-being ; thns in the Litany 
wn pray for deliyerance *'in 
all time of oor tribniation, in 
all time of onr ioeaUk" 



S3. Tkeir da^ did He e<m- 
eume in vanUjf, &c.] that is, In 
weary marches backwards and 
forwards in the wilderness, dar- 
ing a space of forty years, and 
in yain lonf(ings to enter into 
the Land of Promise. 
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39 Yea, many a time tamed He his wrath 
awaj, and would not suffer his whole dis- 
pleasure to arise. 

40 For He considered that they were but 
flesh, and that they were even a wind that 
passeth away, and cometh not again. 

41 Many a time did they provoke Him 
in the wilderness, and grieved Him in the 
desert. 

42 Thev turned back, and tempted God, 
and moved the Holy One in Israel. 

43 They thought not of his hand, and of 
the day when He delivered them from the 
hand of the enemy ; 

44 How He had wrought his miracles in 
Egypt, and his wonders in the field of 
Zoan. 

45 He turned their waters into blood, so 
that they might not drink of the rivers. 

46 He sent lice among them, and devoured 
them up, and frogs to destroy tliem. 

47 He gave their fruit unto the caterpillar, 
and their labour unto the grasshopper. 

48 He destroyed their vines with hail- 
stones, and their mulberry-trees with the 
frost. 

49 He smote their cattle also with hail- 
stones, and their flocks with hot thunder- 
bolts. 

50 He cast upon them the furiousness of 



40. Bui flesh^ Mere frail 
and mortal men. 
47. The prasiiopper.'] « The 



locust." See Exod. x. 13—16 
for an aocoant of the plague of 
locosts. 

159 



Day 15. 



PSALM LXXVIII. 



his wrath, anger, displeasure, and trouble; 
and sent evil angels among them. 

51 He made a way to his indignation, and 
spared not their soul from death, but gave 
their life over to the pestilence ; 

62 And smote all the first-bom in Egypt, 
the most principal and mightiest in the 
dwellings* of Ham. 

63 But as for his own people. He led them 
forth like sheep, and carried them in the 
wilderness like a flock. 

54 He brought them out safely, that they 
should not fear, and overwhelmed their 
enemies with the sea. 

65 And brought them within the borders 
of his sanctuary, even to his mountain which 
He purchased with his right hand. 

56 He cast out the heathen also before 
them, caused their land to be divided among 
them for an heritage, and made the tribes of 
Israel to dwell in their tents. 

67 So they tempted, and displeased the 
most high God, and kept not his testi- 
monies ; 

68 But turned their backs, and fell away 



60. Evil angeU] Not bad 
angels, but angels to execute 
his chastisements on the wicked 
and rebellious. Some think that 
by evil angels are meant the 
yarious plagues and judgments 
which were the means and in- 
struments of Gk)d*8 vengeance. 

62. Ham.'] Egypt is called 
the land of Ham, because the 
Egyptians were descended from 



Ham, one of the sons of 
N<mh. 

66. His sanctuary^ The 
Holy Land, in which his sanc- 
tuarv was established. 

Bo. For an heritage.'] For the 
division of Canaan among the 
tribes of Israel, see Joshua xiii. 
7; xix.61. 

67. So f hey tempted,'] **Yet 
they tempted.'" 



» 
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like their forefathers, starting aside like a 
broken bow. 

59 For they erieved Him with their hill- 
altars, and provoked Him to displeasure with 
their images. 

60 When God heard this, He was wroth, 
and took sore displeasure at Israel. 

61 So that He forsook the tabernacle in 
Silo, even the tent that He had pitched among 
men. 

62 He delivered their power into captivity, 
and their beauty into the enemy's hand. 

63 He gave nis people over also unto the 
sword, and was wroth with his inheritance. 

64 The fire consumed their young men, 
and their maidens were not given to marriage. 

65 Their priests were slain with the sword, 
and there were no widows to make lament- 
ation. 

66 So the Lord awaked as one out of 
sleep, and like a giant refreshed with wine. 

67 He smote his enemies in the hinder 
parts, and put them to a perpetual shame. 



59. HiU-aUara^ Altars set 
upon high places for the wor- 
ship of their idols. Eefer to 
Jer. xvii. 2 ; Ezek. xx. 28. 

61. The tabernacle in Siloy'] 
God in liis anger permitted his 
ark, which had heen established 
at Shiloh, to be captured by the 
Philistines. 1 Sam. iv. 3 — 11. 
"But go ye now unto my 
place which was in Shiloh, 
where 1 set my name at the 
first, and see what 1 did to it 
for the wickedness of my people 



Israel." Jer. vii. 12. 

62. Their powerttheir beauty] 
The ark, the symbol of Divine 
power and glory, is meant. 

64. The fire] The flames of 
war, the fire of battle. Compare 
Deut. xxxii. 22. 

65. Their priests were slainl 
Alluding, perhaps, to the deatn 
of Hophniand Phineas, the sons 
of Eli, and probably other 
priests, who were slain at the 
time when the ark was taken by 
the Philistines. 1 Sam. iv. 11. 
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68 He refused the tabernacle of Joseph, 
and chose not the tribe of Ephraiin ; 

69 But chose the tribe of Judah, even the 
hill of Sion which He loved. 

70 And there He built his temple on high, 
and laid the foundation of it like the ground 
which He hath made continually, 

71 He chose David also his servant, and 
took him away from the sheep-folds. 

72 As he was following the ewes great 
with young ones He took him, that he might 
feed Jacob his people, and Israel his inherit- 
ance. 

73 So he fed them with a faithful and true 
heart, and ruled them prudently with all his 
power. 



Morning.'] PSALM LXXIX. [Day 16. 

A people's lamentation, and oky for help. 

OGOD, the heathen are come into thine 
inheritance ; thy holy temple have they 
defiled, and made Jerusalem an heap of 
stones. 

2 The dead bodies of thy servants have 
they given to be meat unto the fowls of the 



68,69. Ee refund tk^ taber- 
nacle of Joseph^ &c.] The pre- 
cedency was transferred from 
Bphraim to Judah. When the 
Ktk was recovered, it was not 
taken to Shiloh, in the tribe of 
JBphraim, bat to Monnt Zion. 

73. And ruled them pru- 
dently] Yea, fie raided ttiem 
with a skilfnl hand. 



Ps. LXXIX. refers to the 
same national disasters as the 
Seventy-fonrth ; the invasion of 
the Chaldeans, the captare of 
Jerasalem, and the desecration 
and destruction of the temple. 

1. Thin^ inieritanee ;] The 
land of Canaan, which wai 
allotted by Gk>d as an inheri- 
tance to his people. 
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air, and the flesh of thj saints unto the 
beasts of the land. 

3 Their blood have they shed like water 
on every side of Jerusalem ; and there was 
no man to bury them. 

4 We are become an open shame to our 
enemies ; a very scorn and aerision unto them 
that are round about us. 

6 Lord, how long wilt Thou be angry? 
shall thy jealousy bum like fire for ever ? 

6 Pour out thine indignation upon the 
heathen that have not known Thee; and 
upon the kingdoms that have not called upon 
thy Name. 

7 For they have devoured Jacob, and laid 
waste his dwelling-place. 

8 O remember not our old sins, but have 
mercy upon us, and that soon : for we are 
come to great misery. 

9 Help us, O God of our salvation, for the 
glory of thy Name : O deliver us, and be 
merciful unto our sins, for thy Name's sake. 

10 Wherefore do the heathen say, " Where 
is now their God? " 

11 O let the vengeance of thy servants' 
blood that is shed be openly shewed upon 
the heathen in our sight. 

12 O let the sorrowful sighing of the pri- 
soners come before Thee ; according to the 



6. Tour oui thine india- 
nation upon ike heaiAenj Goers 
jadgmenta are here invoked, 
not against all heathen nations 
generally, but upon tliose which 



had levied war against Is- 
rael. 

8. Our old mW,] that is, 
The iniquities of our 'fore- 
fathers. 
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greatness of thy power, preserve Thou those 
that are appointed to die. 

13 And for the blasphemy wherewith our 
neighbours have blasphemed Thee, reward 
Thou them, O Lord, seven-fold into their 
bosom. 

14 So we, that are thy people, and sheep 
of thy pasture, shall give Thee thanks for 
ever, and will alway be shewing forth thy 
praise from generation to generation. 

Psalm LXXX. 

THE VINE TRANSPLANTED FROM EOTFP. 

HEAR, O Thou Shepherd of Israel, Thou 
that leadest Joseph like a sheep: 
shew Thyself also, Thou that sittest upon the 
cherubims. 

2 Before Ephraim, Benjamin, and Ma- 
nasses ; stir up thy strength, and come and 
help us. 

5 Turn us again, O God ; shew the light 
of thy countenance, and we shall be whole. 



13. Reward Thou them, &c.] 
Eepay them manifold the re- 

5 roaches they have cast upon 
^hee ; as when they tauntingly 
asked, " Where is their God ? '* 
Ver. 10. 

Ps. LXXX. is an earnest 
prayer for the restoration of 
Goas favour to his suffering 
and per;)ecuted people ; whose 

Sast privileges and present 
esolation are described under 
the figure of a vine, fenceless 
and open to the ravages of the 
beasts of the field. 



1. O Thou Shepherd of 
Israel^ The benediction of 
the dying Jacob on his son 
Joseph seems here alluded to. 
See Gen. xlix. 24. 

Thou that sittest wpon the 
cherubims J]** Thou that dwell- 
est between the cherubims." 
Exod. XX. 22. 

2. Before Ephraim, &c.] In 
thft order of march through the 
wilderness, these three tribes 
followed next after the ark; 
and the prayer is, that God 
will manifest his presence in 
like manner now. 
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4 O Lord God of hosts, how long wilt 
Thou be angry with thy people that prayeth? 

6 Thou feedest them with the bread of 
tears ; and givest them plenteousness of tears 
to drink. 

6 Thou haflt made us a very strife unto 
our neighbours; and our enemies laugh us 
to scorn. 

7 Turn us again, Thou God of hosts ; 
shew the light of thy countenance, and we 
shall be whole. 

8 Thou hast brought a vine out of Egypt ; 
Thou hast cast out the heathen, and planted 
it. 

9 Thou madest room for it ; and when it 
had taken root it filled the land. 

10 The hills were covered with the shadow 
of it ; and the boughs thereof were like the 
goodly cedar-trees. 

11 She stretched out her branches unto 
the sea, and her boughs unto the river. 

12 Why hast Thou then broken down her 
hedge, that all they that go by pluck off her 
grapes? 

13 The wild boar out of the wood doth 



6. A very strife] A caase of 
contention. 

8. A vine out of Egypt;'] 
The people of Israel, in this 
Psalm^are beautifally compared 
ikitli a luxuriant and spreading 
vine, transplanted from Epypt 
to Palestine. The vine which 
GU>d planted in Canaan is a 
type of the Christian Chnrch. 

11. Her branches unto the 



seoy &c.] The kin^om of Israel, 
in the reign of Solomon, ex- 
tended from the "river Eu- 
phrates to the Mediterranean 
Sea" 

13. The wild hoar, &c.] The 
"wild hoar," and the "wild 
beasts," are the fierce enemies 
of Israel ; the Assyrians, Baby- 
lonians, Egyptians, &c. 
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root it up ; and the wild beasts of the field 
devour it. 

14 Turn Thee again, Thou God of hosts ; 
look down from heaven; behold, and visit 
this vine ; 

15 And the place of the vineyard that thv 
right hand hath planted, and the branch 
that Thou madest so strong for thyself. 

16 It is burnt with fire, and cut down ; 
and they shall perish at the rebuke of thy 
countenance. 

17 Let thy hand be upon the man of thy 
right hand ; and upon the son of man, whom 
Thou madest so strong for thine own self. 

18 And so will not we go back from Thee, 
O let us live, and we shall call upon thy 
Name. 

19 Turn us again, O Lord God of hosts ; 
shew the light of thy countenance, and we 
shall be whole. 



Psalm LXXXI. 

FSALM FOB A GREAT FESTIVAL. — GOD'S EXPOSTULATION 

WITH HIS PEOPLE. 

SING we merrily unto God our strength ; 
make a cheerful noise unto the God of 
Jacob. 

the feast of tnimpets (hey. 
xxxiii. 24t) — ^with songa and 
musical inistroments, in accor- 
dance with the law ici^^n them 
by Moees. The Almighty re- 
minds the Israelites of the 
wonders which He bad wrought 
for them in the old time, re- 



17. Upon the man of thy 
right hand;'\ Upon Israel thy 
first-born. 

In Ps. LXXXI, the people 
are exhorted to celebrate one 
of their national festivals — pro- 
bably either the passover, or 
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2 Take the psalm, bring hither the tablet, 
the merrj harp with the lute. 

3 Blow up the trumpet in the new moon, 
even in the time appointed, and upon our 
solemn feast-daj. 

4 For this was made a statute for Israel, 
and a law of the God of Jacob. 

5 This He ordained in Joseph for a testi- 
mony, when he came out pf the laud of 
Egypt, and had heard a strange language. 

6 " I eased his shoulder from the burden ; 
and his hands were delivered from making 
the pots. 

7 Thou calledst upon me in troubles, and 
I delivered thee ; ana heard thee what time 
as the storm fell upon thee. 

8 I proved thee also, at the waters of strife. 

9 Hear, O my people, and I will assure 
thee, O Israel ; if thou wilt hearken unto me, 

10 There shall no strange god be in thee, 
neither shalt thou worship any other god. 

11 I am the Lord thy God, who brought 



proves them for their ingrati- 
tude, and pictures the happy 
condition which they would 
have attained had they coo- 
tinned stedfast in the way of 
his commandments. 

6. In Joseph] For the chil- 
dren or deaoendants of Joseph. 

6. I eased his shoulder from 
the burden;'] In these words, 
to the end of the Psalm, Jeho- 
vah the Lord Himself speaks. 

7. And heard thee what time 
as the storm fell upon thee.] 
" I answered thee in the secret 
place of thunder." See Ps. 



xviii. 11. The allusion may 
be to the voice of Jehovah 
from the cloudy pillar, or to 
the commandments which He 
gave ftoia the midst of the 
thick darkness on Mount Sinai. 
See Exod. xx. 18, 19, and Ps. 
xcix. 7 : ''He spake unto them 
out of the cloudy pillar." 

8. The waters of strife.] or. 
The waters of Meribah, a name 
signifying strife; where the 
people, suffering from thirst, 
and finding no water, broke 
out into impatient complaints 
against Moses. See Exod. xvii.9. 
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thee out of the land of Egypt : open thy 
mouth wide, laiA I shall fill it. 

12 But my people would not hear my 
voice, and Israel would not obey me. 

13 So I gave them up unto their own 
hearts' lusts, and let them follow their own 
imaginations. 

14 O that my people would have heark- 
ened unto me 1 for if^ Israel had walked in 
my ways, 

15 I should soon have put down their 
enemies, and turned my hand against their 
adversaries. 

16 The haters of the Lord should have 
been found liars ; but their time should have 
endured for ever. 

17 He should have fed them also with the 
finest wheat-flour ; and with honey out of the 
stony rock should I have satisfied thee." 



Evatmg.] PsALM LXXXII. 



[Day 18, 



G' 



OD standeth in 
princes : He is 



the congregation of 
i Judge among gods. 



□>R rock, to MttsI; thj a 
See Deat. xiiii. 13; 1 
liv. 2S. 

LXSSII,-1. ThceonerM 
ofprin«,:-] or. The u« 
of IhBmighljr Compare In 
14:"ThBLordwiUsiittir 
jBiignienI with ttie aneiei 
)iu people, aod the pi 

Bt u a Judge amm^ j 
He prononncetti Motence 



10, Tit holcT) of the Lore 
ioulii iave ben foiaid liarij' 
Should have iDbmilled Iheia: 



Thev Hkk] th*t ig, The time 
of his own people, tlie periad 
of \ heir prosperity, ahonld hs*e 



ir, bat honey, out of Uie 
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2 " How long will ye give wrong judgment, 
and accept the persons of the ungodly ? 

3 Defend the poor and fatherless ; see that 
Such as are in need and necessity have right. 

4 Deliver the outcast and poor ; save them 
from the hand of the ungodly, 

5 They will not be learned nor understand, 
tut walk oji still in darkness : all the foun- 
dations of the earth are out of course. 

6 I have said, Te are gods, and ye are all 
the children of the most Highest. 

7 But ye shall die like men, and fall like 
one of the princes." 

8 Arise, O God, and judge Thou the earth, 
for Thou shalt take all heathen to thine 
inheritance. 



Psalm LXXXIH. 

FRAYBB AGAINST THB- DESIGNS OF THE OONFEDBBATB 



H 

God. 



NATIONS. 



OLD not thy tongue, O God ; keep not 
still silence; refrain not thyself, O 



the judges and magistrates, who 
are called gods, as being God's 
ministers, and as speaking in 
his name. 

2 — 4j.] These verses con- 
tain God's expostulation and 
charge. 

6. All the foundaiiona of the 
earthy &c.] The principles of 
law and justice, which are the 
foundations of all government, 
are shaken. 

6. I have iaid, Ye are gods^ 
&c.] I have admitted and 
proclaimed your authority and 



commission as my representa- 
tives. 

7. Te ihalldie^kc.'] Ton are 
not secured against the com- 
mon lot of men, but shall foil 
and die like others. 

Ps. LXXXIII. was probably 
written during the war of Je- 
hoshaphat, (2 Chrou. xx. ; Fs. 
xxvii. 5,) about the year B.C. 
896, as an appeal to God 
against a powerful combina- 
tion of enemies. 
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PSALM LXXXIIL 



2 For lo, thine enemies make a • murmur- 
ing ; and they that hate Thee have lift up 
their head. 

3 Thej have imagined craftily against thy 
people, and taken counsel against thy secret 
ones. 

4 They have said, " Come, and let us root 
them out, that they be no more a people, and 
that the name of Israel may be no more iu 
remembrance." 

5 For they have cast their heads together 
with one consent^ and are confederate against 
Thee ; 

6 The tabernacles of -the Edomites, and 
the Ismaelites; the Moabites, and Hagarens; 

7 Gebal, and Ammon, and Amalek, the 
Philistines, with them that dwell at Tyre. 

8 Assur also is joined with them, and have 
holpen the children of Lot. 

9 But do Thou to them as unto the Ma- 
dianites, unto Sisera, and unto Jabin at the 
brook of Kison ; 

10 Who perished at Endor, and became as 
the dung of the earth. 



3. Thy tecret oh4S.'\ Those 
who are under the cover of thy 
protection. 

6. TAe tabemaclest&e.'\ The 
tabernacles, or tents, stand for 
the tribes to which tbev be- 
longed, and which dwut in 
tliem. 

. Tke Hagaretu/] The de- 
scendants of Hagar the bond- 
woman. 

7. Gebal^ The Gebalitcs, or 
Giblites. Josh. xiii. 5. 



8. A99ur] The Aasyriaus also 
are joined with them, and be* 
come allies to the children of 
Lot, namely, to the Moabites 
and Ammonites, descendants 
of Moab and Ammon, the inces- 
tuous children of Lot. 

9. The MadioftUes — Sisera, 
&c.] fi«fer to Judges ¥ii. 23-26 ; 

10. DuHO qf the earth.'] He 
became as dung to manure and 
fertilise the soil. 
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11 Make them and their princes like Oreb 
and Zeb ; yea, make all their princes like as 
Zeba and Salmana ; 

12 Who say, " Let us take to ourselves the 
houses of God in possession.'' 

13 O mj Grod, make them like unto a 
wheel, and as the stubble before the wind ; 

14 Like as the fire that bumeth up the 
wood, and as the iiame that consumetn the 
mountains, 

15 Persecute them even so with thy tem- 
pest, and make them afraid with thy storm. 

16 Make their faces ashamed, O Lord, that 
they may seek thy Name. 

17 Let them be confounded and vexed 
ever more and more ; let them be put to 
shame, and perish. 

18 And they shall know that Thou, whose 
Name is Jehovah, art only the most Highest 
over all the earth. 



Psalm LXXXIV. 

THB exile's LONGINQ FOR THE HOUSE OF GOD. 



O 



HOW amiable are thy dwellings. Thou 
Lord of hosts I 



11. like Orel and Zeb/] See 
Judges yii. 25. 

Zeba and Salmana j] Judges 
▼iii. 12—21. 

12. The hotues of God] llie 
dwellings of the people of God. 

13. Make them like nnfo a 
lekeelf] Bather, like chaff 
whirled round hy the wind. 

14. The mouniaine.] The 



forests on the mountains* sides. 
15, Fertecnie] Pursue. 

In Ps. LXXXIV, the loyal 
and ardent affection which the 
true Israelite bore to the 
courts of the Lord's house are 
described in language of the 
most touching beauty and sim- 
plicity. This rsaim, which bears 
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2 My soul hath a desire and longing to 
enter into the courts of the Lord ; my heart 
and my flesh rejoice in the living God. 

3 Yea, the sparrow hath found her an 
house, and the swallow a nest where she 
•may lay her young ; even thy altars, O Lord 
of hosts, my King and my God. 

4 Blessea are they that dwell in thy house ; 
they will be always praising Thee. 

5 Blessed is the man whose strength is in 
Thee, in whose heart are thy ways ; 

6 Who going through the vale of misery 
use it for a well ; and the pools are filled with 
water. 

7 They will go from strength to strength ; 
and unto the God of gods appeareth every 
one of them in Sion. 

8 O Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer ; 
hearken, O God of Jacob. 

9 Behold, O God our defender, and look 
upon the face of thine Anointed. 

10 For one day in thy courts is better 
than a thousand. 



a striking resemblance in its 
subject and spirit to Fsalras 
XLII. XLIIIm is ascribed to 
the sons of Eorah ; and mav 
have been written while, witn 
David, they were deprived of 
the privil«{;re of the temple 
service, during the rebellion of 
Absalom. 

6. In whose heart are ihy 
ways /] that is, Who love the 
ways that lead to thy house. 

0, 7. Who going thrmtgh the 
vale of misery, &c.] Whose 



journey, though it be through 
a barren and thirsty land, be- 
comes to their minds pleasant 
and refreshing from the thought 
of the home to which it leads — 
a thought which gives them 
daily new strength — ^till at last 
they are enabled to present 
themselves every one to God 
their Lord, in nis temple at 
Jerusalem. 

10. Better than a thousand."] 
that is. Than a thousand days 
spent elsewhere. 
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11 I had rather be a door-keeper in the 
house of inj God, than to dwell in the tents 
of ungodliness. 

12 For the Lord God is a light and de- 
fence ; the Lord will give grace and worship, 
and no good thing shall He withhold from 
them that live a godly life. 

. 13 O Lord God of hosts, blessed is the 
man that putteth his trust in Thee. 



Psalm LXXXV. 

TEMPORAL DELIYEBANCE AND ETERNAL REDEMPTION. 

Proper Psalm for Christmas Day, 

LORD, Thou art become gracious unto thy 
land; Thou hast turned away the 
captivity of Jacob. 

2 Thou hast forgiven the offence of thy 
people, and covered all their sins. 

3 Thou hast taken away all thy dis- 

Eleasure, and turned thyself from thy wrath- 
il indignation. 

4 Turn us then, O God our Saviour ; and 
let thine anger cease from us. 

5 Wilt Thou be displeased at us for ever ; 
and wilt Thou stretch out thy wrath from one 
generation to another? 



11. Bather be a door-keeperj 
&c.] Bather lie humbly at the 
outer door of God's house, than 
be a pampered guest in the 
house of the ungodly. See« 
Acts iii. 2. 

Pa. LXXXV.— God is ear- 
nestly entreated for his chosen 



people in consideration of his 
past mercies to them, especially 
in bringing back the captive 
children of Judah to their own 
land. 

4. Turn us, &c.] Turn us to 
thy way, and restore to us thy 
favour. 
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6 Wilt Thou not turn again, and quicken 
us, that thy people may rejoice in Thee ? 

7 Shew us thy mercy, O Lord ; and grant 
us thy salvation. 

8 I will hearken what the Lord God will 
say concerning me ; for He shall speak peace 
unto his people, and to his saints, that they 
turn not again. 

9 For his salvation is nigh them that fear 
Him that glory may dwell in our land. 

1 Mercy and truth are met together ; righte- 
ousness and peace have kissed each other. 

1 1 Truth shall flourish out of the earth ; and 
righteousness hath looked down from heaven. 

12 Yea, the Lord shall shew loving-kind- 
ness ; and our land shall give her increase. 

13 Righteousness shall go before Him, 
and He shall direct his going in the way. 

Morning.] PSALM LXXXVI. [Day IT. 

THE PRATER OF OOD'S SERVANT IN DISTRESS. 

BOW down thine ear, O Lord, and hear 
me ; for I am poor, and in misery. 
2 Preserve Thou my soul, for I am holy : 



8. TAaf. they turn not aamnJ] 
that is, to idolatry and dis- 
obedience. 

9. Th(d glory may dwellinour 
land.'] The light of Gtod's coun- 
tenanoe and favour : propheti- 
cidly, the glory foretokl by 
Hag^i ii. 7 — 9 ; the glory as 
of the only-begotten of the 
Father, fall of gnwe and trnth. 
John i. 111. 

10— la. 3£ercy and tnUh 

m 



are met together^ &c.] This com- 
bination of God^s love and 
faithfxdness may apply to cpr- 
tain temporal deliverances, bat 
was most fully manifested when 
the Son of God " became flesh, 
and dwelt among us." 

LXXXVI.— 2. Forlamkoly:] 
I am " thy servant," as at ver. 
16, and exvi. 16. The expres- 
sion is equivalent to that in 



PSALM LXXXVI. 



DAT 17. 



my God, save thy servant that putteth his 
trust in Thee. 

3 Be merciful unto me, O Lord, for I will 
call daily upon Thee. 

4 Comfort the soul of thy servant; for 
unto Thee, O Lord, do I lift up my soul. 

5 For Thou, Lord, art good and gracious, 
and of great mercy unto all them that call 
upon Thee. 

6 Give ear. Lord, unto my prayer; and 
ponder the voice of my humble desires. 

7 In the time of my trouble I will call 
upon Thee, for Thou hearest me. 

8 Among the gods there is none like unto 
Thee, O Lord ; there is not one that can do 
as Thou doest. 

9 All nations whom Thou hast made shall 
come and worship Thee, O Lord, and shall 
glorify thy Name. 

10 For Thou art great, and doest won- 
drous things ; Thou art God alone. 

11 Teach me thy way, O Lord, and I will 
walk in thy truth : O- knit my heart unto 
Thee, that I may fear thy Name. 

12 I will thank Thee, O Lord my God, 
with all my heart ; and will praise thy Name 
for evermore. 

13 For great is thy mercy toward me, and 



Ps. cxir. 94 : "I am thine, O 
save me:" and means, I am 
devoted to thy service ; a wor- 
shipper of Thee, the tnie Gk)d, 
not of any of the gods of the 
heathen. 

6. Ponder] Weigh, consider. 

8. Among the gods] Among 



those who are falsely regarded 
and worshipped as gods by the 
heathen. 

9. All natioMy &c.3 A time 
is foreseen when all the heathen 
shatl enter into his temple, 
the Christian Church, and wor- 
ship the true God. 
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Thou hast delivered my soul from the nether-* 
most hell. 

14 O God, the proud are risen against me, 
and the congregations of naughty men have 
sought after my soul, and have not set Thee 
l^efore their eyes. 

15 But Thou, O Lord God, art full of 
compassion and mercy; long-suffering, plen- 
teous in goodness and truth.' 

16 O turn Thee then unto me, and have 
mercy upon me ; give thy strength imto thy 
servant, and help the son of thine handmaid. 

17 Shew some token upon me for good, 
that they who hate me may see it, and be 
ashamed, because Thou, Lord, hast holpen 
me, and comforted me. 

Psalm LXXXVIL 

ZION THE HOTHBR AND BIRTH-FLAOE OF THE NATIONB, 

HER foundations are upon the holy hills : 
the Lord loveth the gates of Sion more 
than all the dwellings of Jacob. 

2 Very excellent things are spoken of thee, 
thou city of God. 

3 I will think upon Bahab and Babylon, 
with them that know me. 



13. From the nethermost hell.'] 
From the pit beneath ; t. e. 
from imminent peril of death. 

14. The congregations of 
naughty men\ " The aaaem- 
blies of violent men." 

Hone sought after my soul^ 
Have conspired against mj life. 

LXXXVIL— 1. Herfounda* 
176 



turns'] The foundations of the 
Holy City and temple. 

2. Very excellent things^ &e.] 
" Qloriotts things are announced 
of thee." 

S. / vnll think i^on Bahab 
and BabvloHy with them that 
know me J] More clearly," I will 
set down, or record, ll^rpt and 
Babylon, among those who 



PSALM LXXXYIIL 



Day ir. 



4 Behold ye the Philistmes also, and they 
of Tyre, with the Morians ; lo, there was he 
bom. 

5 And of Sion it shall be reported that he 
was bom in her; and the most High shall 
stablish her. 

6 The Lord shall rehearse it when He 
writeth up the people, that he was bom there. 

7 The singers also and trumpeters shall He 
rehearse: AU my firesh springs shall be in 
Thee. 

PsALM LXXXVIIL 

L^mNTATioirB or ▲ sobbowful and ATFLIOTBD bpibit. 
Proper Psalm for Oood Friday, 

OLOKD God of my salvation, I have 
cried day and night before Thee : O let 
my prayer enter into thy presence, incline 
thine ear unto my calling. 



know me;" in other words, 
the Egyptians and Babylonians 
shall be Drought to a knowledge 
of the true God. 

4. Behold ye (he Philistinet 
also, &c.] The Philistine, theTy- 
rian, and the Ethiopian, shtul 
each of tiiem be bom there, 
t. e. become children of Sion. 

5. That he was bom in 
her f\ That this and that man 
— one man after another — was 
bom in the eity of Sion, and 
so was adopted into the &mily 
of God. 

6. When He writeth up the 
people^ When He enumerates 
ana registers the people. " And 
a book of remembrance was 
written before Him for them 



that feared the Lord, and that 
thought npon his name." Mai. 
iii. 16 ; see also Bey. xx. 12. 

7. The ain^a also daul trum- 
peters shall be rehearse :] The 
rsidmist here speaks of the 
heathen oonrerts coming in as 
in a triumphal procession, led 
on by singers and players on 
instraments. 

All my fresh sprites'] All 
my sources of joy and comfort. 

Ps.LXXXVin.— This Ptolm, 
which is one continued strain 
of mourning and defection, 
without any liglit or relief, is 
applied by the Church to Him 
who is emphatically called the 
Man of Sorrows. 
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2 For my sotil is foil of trouble, and my 
life draweth nigh raito hell. 

3 I am comited as one of them that go 
down into lie pit ; and I have been even as 
a man that hath no strength. 

4 Free among the dead, like nnto them 
that are wounded, and lie in the grave, who 
are out of remembrance, and are cut away 
from thy hand. 

6 Thou hast laid me in the lowest pit, in a 
place of darkness, and in the deep. 

6 Thine indignation lieth hard upon me, 
and Thou hast vexed me with all thy storms. 

7 Thou hast put away mine acquaintance 
far from me, and made me to be abhorred of 
them. 

8 I am so fast in prison, that I cannot get 
fortli. 

9 My sight faileth for very trouble. Lord, 
I have called daily upon Thee ; I have stretched 
forth my hands unto Thee. 

10 Dost Thou shew wonders among the 
(Icwl; or shall the dead rise up again, and 
prairtc Thee ? 



0. Xfnto hell.'] The srrave. 

5. T (tm eoitnted] I nm 
looked npon rb a man at the 
point of death. 

i>. Free among the deadj'] 
Out off and cast away from the 
world, ai though dead already. 

Like vnfo them thai are 
MMiunded^ Like the tlain that 
lie in the grave. 

A. Thtf tlormt.'] Ab p^in, 
sioknem, and Borrow. 

7. Thou hast put away mine 



acquaintance'] How true this 
was of Christ, we read in St. 
Matt. xxvi. 66 ; St. Luke xxiii. 
49. 

8. I am so fast in prisony"] 
" I am shut np/* debarred from 
the company of friends. 

9. Mff siaht faileth for verji 
troubled] "Mine eye monmeth 
by reason of affliction." 

1 — 1 3. Dost Thou shew won- 
ders among the dead/] The 
urgent plea is, if I em to be 
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11 Shall thy loving-kindness be shewed in 
the grave, or thy faithfulness in destruction ? 

12 Shall thy wondrous works be known in 
the dark, and thy righteousness in the land 
where all things are forgotten ? 

13 Unto Thee have I cried, O Lord, and 
early shall my prayer come before Thee. 

14 Lord, why abhorrest Thou my soul, and 
hidest Thou thy face from me? 

15 I am in misery, and like unto him that 
is at the point to die ; even from my youth up 
thj terrors have I suffered with a troubled 
mmd. 

16 Thy wrathftd displeasure goeth over 
me, and the fear of Thee hath undone me. 

17 They came round about me daily like 
water, and compassed me together on every 
side. 

18 My lovers and friends hast Thou put 
away from me, and hid mine acquaintance out 
of my sight. 



Evening,] PSALM LX^XXIX. 

god's OOTENAirrED MEBOIES. 



[Day 17. 



M 



Proper Paalm for Christnuu Day. 

T song shall be alway of the loving- 
kin&ess of the Lord ; with my mouth 



delWered at all, it mnst be at 
once, as life is fast failing. 

15. A troubled mind.'] With 
terror and distraction of mind. 



P8.LXXXIX.— Inthis Psalm 



are celebrated the mercy, faith- 
fnlness, and sovereign power of 
Jehorah. The promises made 
to David are to have their fall 
accomplishment in Chnst. 
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will I ever be shewing thy tmth from one 
generation to another. 

2 For I haye said, Mercy shall be set np 
for ever ; thy truth shalt Thou stablish in the 
heayens. 

3 "I have made a covenant with my chosen; 
I have sworn unto David my servant ; 

4 Thy seed will I stablish for ever, and 
set up thy throne from one generation to 
another." 

5 Lord, the very heavens shall praise 
thy wondrous works, and thy truth in the 
congregation of the saints. 

6 For who is he among the clouds^ that 
shall be compared unto the Lord ? 

7 And what is he among the gods, that 
shall be like unto the Lord ? 

8 God is very greatly to be feared in the 
council of the saints, and to be had in rever- 
ence of all them that are round about Him. 

9 Lord God of hosts, who is like unto 
Thee? thy truth, most mighty Lord, is on 
every side. 

10 Thou rulest the raging of the sea ; Thou 
stillest the waves th€(reof wnen they arise. 

11 Thou hast subdued Egypt, and de- 
stroyed it ; Thou hast scattered thine enemies 
abroad with thy mighty arm. 

12 The heavens are thine, tke earth also is 



2. Thy truth shalt Thou sta- 
blish in the heavens."] like the 
heavens, dost Thoaestablish thy 
faithfulness. 

3—4. / have made a cove- 



nant, &c.] .These yerses are pat 
into the moath of God, as con- 
taining the terms of his cove- 
nant with his servant David. 
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thine ; Thon hast laid the foundation of the 
round world, and all that therein is. 

13 Thou hast made the north and the 
south ; Tabor and Hermon shall rejoice in 
thy Name. 

14 Thou hast a mighty arm ; strong is thy 
hand, and high is thy right hand. 

15 Righteousness and equity are the habi* 
tation of thy seat ; mercy and truth shall go 
before thy mce. 

16 Blessed is the people, O Lord, that can 
rdoice in Thee ! they shall walk in the light 
of thy countenance. 

17 Their delight shall be daily in thy 
Name, and in thy righteousness snail they 
make their boast. 

18 For Thou art the glory of their strength, 
and in thy loving-kindness Thou shalt lift up 
our horns. 

19 For the Lord is our defence ; the Holy 
One of Israel is our King. 

20 Thou spakest sometime in visions unto 
thy saints, and saidst, " I have laid help upon 
one that is mighty ; I have exalted one chosen 
out of the people. 



18. Tabor and Hermon] 
As Tabor was a moantain on 
the west of Jadea, and Hermon 
on the east ; G^d is glorified 
as the Creator of the whole 
world, north, south, east, and 
west. 

17. Make their boast'] They 
shall be exalted. 

18. Lift up our homs.] Oiye 
ns strength and power. 

20. Thou spakest sometime 



1 



&c.] God made a promise to 
his people to set David npon 
the throne of Israel, and to es- 
tablish his reifm for evermore 
in his seed, namely, Christ. 

The visions may refer to 
the revelations made to Sam- 
uel, 1 Sam. xvi. 1 ; and to 
Nathan, 2 Sam. vii. 8 — ^17, 
1 Chron. xvii. 16. 

I have laid . help upon 
one that is mighfy ;] I have 
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21 I have found David my servant ; with 
my holy oil have I anointed him. 

22 My hand shall hold him {iast, and my 
arm shall strengthen him. 

23 The enemy shall not be able to do him 
violence; the son of wickedness shall not 
hurt him. 

24 I will smite down his foes before his 
£a>ce, and plague them that hate him. 

25 My truth also and my mercy shall be 
with him, and in my Name shall his horn be 
exalted. 

26 I will set his dominion also in the sea, 
and his right hand in the floods. 

27 He shall call me, Thou art my Father, 
my God, and my strong salvation. 

28 And I will make him my first-bom, 
higher than the kings of the earth. 

29 My mercy will I keep for him for ever- 
more, and my covenant shall stand fast with 
him. 

30 His seed also will I make to endure for 
ever, and his throne as the days of heaven. 

31 But if his children forsake my law, and 
walk not in my judgments ; 



endowed a man of war with 
strength. 

21. With my holy oil] Eefer 
to 1 Sam. xvi. 13. 

23. l^he son of wickednesSy 
&c.] The reader will remember 
ho^ frequently David was 
delivered out of the hand of 
Saul. See 2 Sam. xxii. 1. 

20. / will set his dominion 
also in the ^eOf] A promiise of 
the vast extension of David's 



kingdom. The sea, properly, 
is the Mediterranean ; and the 
floods, the river Euphrates. 

27, 28. He shaU call me, &c.] 
These verses seem plainly to 
lead us on to Christ. See Fs. 
ii. 7; Col. i. 15—18; Heb. 
i. 6. 

31—34. But if his children^ 
God will visit for the offences 
of his Church and people, and 
chastise the guilty ; but He will 
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32 If they break my statutes, and keep not 
my commandments ; I will visit their ofiences 
with the rod, and their sin with scourges. 

33 Nevertheless, my loving-kindness will 
I not utterly take from him, nor suffer my 
truth to Ml. 

34 My covenant will I not break, nor alter 
the thing that is gone out of my lips ; I have 
sworn once by my holiness, that I will not 
fail David. 

35 His seed shall endure for ever ; and his 
seat is Hke as the sun before me. 

36 He shall stand fast for evermore as the 
moon, and as the faithfrd witness in heaven.'' 

37 But Thou hast abhorred and forsaken 
thine Anointed, and art displeased at him. 

38 Thou hast broken the covenant of thy 
servant, and cast his crown to the ground. 

39 Thou hast overthrown all his hedges, 
and broken down his strong holds. 

40 All they that go by spoil him, and he 
is become a reproach to his neighbours. 

41 Thou hast set up the right hand of his 
enemies, and made all his adversaries to 
rejoice. 

42 Thou hast taken away the edge of his 
sword, and givest him not victory in the battle. 

43 Thou hast put out his glory, and cast 
his throne down to the ground. 



not forget his covenant, nor 
forsake his chosen. 

36. The faithful witness in 
heaven.'] The rainbow. See 
Gen. ix. 13. 
., 37— 4r*. But Thou, &c.] 



These verses seem to have been 
written in a season when the 
Church of Israel was passing 
through great trials, and over- 
run by victorious enemies. 
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44 The days of his youth hast Thou short- 
esned, and covered him with dishonour. 

45 Lord, how long wilt Thou hide thyself, 
for ever; and shall l^y wrath bum like fire? 

46 O remember how short my time is ; 
whereiore hast Thou made all men for 
nought ? 

47 What man is he that liyeth, and shall 
not see death ? and shall he deliver his soul 
from the hand of hell ? 

48 Lord, where are thy old loving-kind- 
nesses, which Thou swarest unto David in thy 
truth? 

49 Remember, Lord, the rebuke that thy 
servants have, and how I do bear in my 
bosom the rebukes of many people ; 

60 Wheretnth thine enemies have blas- 
phemed Thee, and slandered the footsteps 
of thine Anointed. Praised be the Lord tor 
evermore. Amen, and Amen. 



Psalm XC. 



[Day 18. 



ooD's bternitt:— man's short and flebtino existence. 



L 



A Psalm used in the Bwrial Service. 

ORD, Thou hast been our refiige from 
one generation to another. 



46. For nought.^ or. In vain ; 
for a life of vanity and trouble. 

4/7. W%at man i» he that 
/ivethy and shall not see death r\ 
Who shall deliver himself from 
the power of the grave P 

40. The rebukes of many 
people/] The reproaches of 
many nations. 



50. The fboisteps of thine 
Anointed:'] rnrsningHim with 
reproaches wherever He goes. 

Praised be the Lord] This 
doxology concludes the third 
Book of the Psalms. 

Ps. XC. « A Prayer of Moses, 
the man of God/* was probably 
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2 Before the mountains were brought forth, 
or ever the earth and the world were made, 
Thou art Gk)d from everlasting, and world 
without end. 

3 Thou tumest man to destruction ; again 
Thou sayest, "Come again, ye children of 
men." 

4 For a thousand years in thy sight are 
but as yesterday, seeing that is passed as a 
watch in the night. 

5 As soon as Thou scatterest them they 
are even as a sleep, and fade away suddenly 
like the grass. 

6 In the morning it is ^en, and groweth 
up ; but in the evening it is cut down, dried 
up, and withered. 

7 For we consume away in thy displea- 
sure, and are afraid at thy wrathftd indig- 
nation. 

8 Thou hast set our misdeeds before Thee, 
and our secret sins in the light of thy coun- 
tenance. 

9 For when Thou art angry all our days 



written towards the close of 
the forty years' wandering in 
the wilderness, when nearly 
the whole generation of the 
Israelites of fall age who came 
oat of Egypt had passed away, 
as Gtod had foredoomed. See 
Nnmb. xiy. 29. 

2. Or ever] Before. World 
without end.] For endless ages. 

S. Come offotnyhfi.'] Ketam 
to the dost whence thon wast 
taken. Gen. iii. 19. 

At. Are but as yesterday , &c.] 



" Are bnt as yesterday when it 
is passed, and as a watch in 
the night." 2 Pet. iii. 8. 

5. As soon as Thou scatterest 
them] "Thoa carriest them 
away as with a flood ; thev are 
as a sleep," or, short-lived and 
flitting as a dream. 

9. When Thou art at^/ry^kQ.] 
We consume away and perish 
in thy wrath. Allusion may 
be made to snch visitations as 
those mentioned in Namb. xiv. 
87, xvi. 32. 
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are gone : we bring our years to an end, as 
it were a tale that is told. 

10 The days of our age are threescore 
years and ten ; and though men be so strong 
that they come to fourscore years, yet is 
their strength then but labour and sorrow; 
so soon passeth it away, and we are gone. 

11 But who regardeth the power of thy 
wrath, for even thereafter as a man feareth, 
so is thy displeasure. 

12 DO teach us to number our days, that 
we may apply our hearts unto wisdom. 

13 Turn Thee again, O Lord, at the last, 
and be gracious imto thy servants. 

14 O satisfy us with thy mercy, and that 
soon ; so shall we rejoice and be glad all the 
days of our life. 

15 Comfort us again now after the time 
that Thou hast plagued us, and for the years 
wherein we have suffered adversity. 

16 Shew thy servants thy work, and their 
children thy glory. 

17 And the glorious Majesty of the Lord 
our God be upon us. Prosper Thou the work 
of our hands upon us, O prosper Thou our 
handy-work. 



11. But who regardeth the 
power of thy wraih^ Who 
heeds, as seriously as he ought 
to do, the consequences of thy 
anger, so as to be led to fear 
and serve Thee aright P 

15. Comfort us again now 
after the time^ &c.] After^ in 
\Ai^wr\9i^oi according to. ''Make 
us glad according to the days 
wherein Thou hast afflicted us." 



Let our future comfort and 
prosperity bear some proportion 
to our past troubles and afflic- 
tions. 

16. Shew thy iervants thy 
woTitj&c.] The prayer of Moses 
that the people might be per- 
mitted to see the glory of uod 
in the land of promise ; a prayer 
which may well be used by 
Christians in a spiritual senae. 
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Psalm XCI. 

GOD THE PROTXOTOB OF HIB BBBTANTB IS ALL DAKGKBS. 

WHOSO dwelleth under the defence of 
the most High shall abide under the 
shadow of the Almighty. 

2 I will say mito the Lord, " Thou art my 
hope, and my strong hold, my God, in Him 
will I trust." 

3 For He shall deliver thee from the snare 
of the hunter, and from the noisome pesti- 
lence. 

4 He shall defend thee imder his wings, 
and thou shalt be safe imder his feathers ; his 
faithfulness and truth shall be thy shield and 
buckler. 

5 Thou shalt not be afraid for any terror by 
night, nor for the arrow that flieth by day ; 

6 For the pestilence that walketh in dark- 
ness, nor for the sickness that destroyeth in 
the noon-day. 

7 A thousand shall fall beside thee, and 
ten thousand at thy right hand, but it shall 
not come nigh thee. 

8 Yea, with thine eyes shalt thou behold, 
and see the reward of the ungodly. 



Ps. XCI. is a iDost comfort- 
ing expression of the trast of 
the pious Israelite in the pro- 
tecting care of Gk)d, whether 
against natural disease and acci- 
dent, or the violence and trea- 
cheryofmen. It may be sammed 



up in the words of St. PanI: 
•* If God be for ns, who can be 
against usP" Rom. >iii. 31. 

8. The reward of the un- 
godly.'] The retribution or 
punishment which overtakes 
sinners. 
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9 For Thou, Lord, art my hope : thou 
hast set thine house of defence very high. 

10 There shall no evil happen unto thee ; 
neither shall any plague come nigh thy 
dwelling. 

11 For He shall give his angels charge 
over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways. 

12 They shall bear thee in their hands, 
that thou hurt not thy foot against a stone. 

13 Thou shalt go upon the lion and adder : 
the young lion and the dragon shalt thou 
tread under thy feet. 

14 Because he hath set his love upon Me, 
therefore will I deliver him. I will set him 
up, because he hath known my Name. 

15 He shall call upon Me, and I will hear 
him ; yea, I am with him in trouble ; I will 
deliver him, and bring him to honour. 

16 With long life will I satisfy him, and 
shew him my salvation. 

Psalm XCII. 

THE BLESSEDNESS OF THANESGIVINa. 

IT is a good thing to give thanks unto the 
Lord, and to sing praises unto thy Name, 
O most Highest ; 



9. Thou hast set^ &c.] Thou, 
the godly person, in taking the 
Lord for thy hope, hast ob- 
tained a secure refiige and house 
of defence. 

11, 12. For Re shall aive, 
&c.] Words used by the devil 
to tempt our Lord into the sin 
of presumption. Matt. iv. 6. 

18. Upon the lion and adder:'] 
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" Behold, I give yon power to 
tread upon serpents and scor- 
pions/* &c. Luke X. 19 ; Acts 
xxviii. 4i. The lion may be 
taken as the emblem of open 
violence, the adder of secret 
malice. 

Fs. XCII. is entitled Sn the 
Bible, *'a Psalm or Song for 
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2 To tell of thy loving-kindness early in 
the morning, and of thy truth in the night- 
season; 

3 Upon an instrument of ten strings, and 
upon the lute ; upon a loud instrument, and 
upon the harp. 

4 For Thou, Lord, hast made me glad 
through thy works, and I will rejoice in giving 
praise for the operations of thy hands. 

5 O Lord, how glorious are thy works : thy 
thoughts are very deep. 

6 An imwise man doth not well consider 
this, and a fool doth not understand it. 

7 When the ungodly are green as the-grass, 
and when all the workers of wickedness do 
flourish, then shall they be destroyed for ever ; 
but Thou, Lord, art the most Highest for 
evermore. 

8 For lo, thine enemies, O Lord, lo, thine 
enemies shall perish, and all the workers of 
wickedness shall be destroyed. 

9 But mine horn shall be exalted like the 
horn of an unicorn ; . for I am anointed with 
fresh oil. 



the Sabbath Bay,** and seems 
to call upon us to take up 
God*8 own words, and pro- 
nounce the works of creation 
" very good." The destruction 
of the ungodly and the exalta- 
tion of the righteous are also 

2. Thy trutK] Thy faithful- 
ness to thy covenant and pro- 
mise. 

7. Whenthe vngodlyy^\\o\x^\i 
the wicked shoot up like grass, 



and all the workers of iniquity 
flourish; they shall be de- 
stroyed for ever. But Thou, 
O Jehoyah, dwellest on high 
unto etemi^. 

9. I am anointed^ &c.] The 
anointing with oil was the 
form of bestowing kingship, or 
supreme power. The, same 
figure is employed in the New 
Testament to mark the gifts 
of the Holy Spirit. See 1 
John ii. 20, 27. 
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10 Mine eye also shall see his lust of mine 
enemies, and mine ear shall hear his desire 
of the wicked that arise up against me. 

11 The righteous shall flourish like a palm- 
tree, and shall spread abroad like a cedar in 
Libanus. 

12 Such as are planted in the house of the 
Lord shall flourish in the courts of the house 
of our God. 

13 They also shall bring forth more frxdt in 
their age, and shall be fat and well-liking. 

14 That they may shew how true the Lord 
my strength is, and that there is no unrighte- 
ousness in Him, 






JSvening.] 



Psalm XCIII. 



[Day 18. 



THE}MAJESTT, POWEB, A2n) HOLINESS OF JEHOTAH. 

THE Lord is King, and hath put on glori- 
ous apparel ; the Lord hath put on his 
apparel, and girded Himself with strength, 

2 He hath made the round world so sure 
that it cannot be moved. 

3 Ever since the world began hath thy seat 
been prepared : Thou art from everlasting. 

4 The floods are risen, O Lord, the floods 



10. Shall see his lusf] Mine 
eye lees its desire ; that is, wit- 
nesses the downfid of my ene- 
mies. 

13. Shan he fat and well- 
likin^.l Plants rail of sap, and 
flourishing. 

Ps. XCni. asserts, in figm- 
rative language, the sapreme 



control of the Most High over 
the fierce and tumultuous rage 
of his enemies, and propheti- 
cally, the triumph of the Gospel 
and the Church over the rage 
of persecution. 

8. Hiatk ihy seed been pre" 
pared/] Hath thy throne been 
established. 
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have lift up their voice ; the floods lift up their 
waves. 

6 The waves of the sea are mighty, and 
rage horribly ; but yet the Lord, who dwelleth 
on high, is mightier. 

6 Thy testimonies, O Lord, are very sure. 
Holiness becometh thine house for ever. 



Psalm XCIV. 

GOD THE ALIrBESlirO, ikUrATENOINO JUDGE. 

LORD God, to whom vengeance be- 



o 



longeth; Thou God, to whom ven- 
geance belongeth, shew thyself. 

2 Arise, Thou Judge of the world, and 
reward the proud after their deserving. 

3 Lord, how long shall the ungodly, how 
long shall the ungodly triumph ? 

4 How long shall all wicked doers speak so 
disdainfully, and make such proud boasting ? 

5 They smite down thy people, O Lord, 
and trouble thine heritage. 

6 They murder the widow, and the stranger, 
and put the fatherless to death. 

7 And yet they say, " Tush, the Lord 
shall not see, neither shall the God of Jacob 
regard it." 



6. Tkv testimonies,'] Thy 
word, Bnd thy promises. 

JBeeometh'] that is, Adorns 
or graces. 

Ps. XCIV. is a testimony to 
the righteous government of 
God ; that He will not suffer 
the wicked to go nnpanished, 



nor forsake those who put their 
trust in Him. 

1. To whom vengeance be- 
longeth,'] "To Me belongeth 
vengeance and reoompence/* 
Deut. xxxii. 35 ; a passage re- 
ferred to by St. Paul, Rom. 
xii. 19. 
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8 Take heed, ye unwise among the people. 
O ye fools, when will ye nnderstand ? 

9 He that planted the ear, shall He not 
hear? or He mat made the eye, shall He not 
see? 

10 Or He that nnrtureth the heathen, it is 
He that teacheth man knowledge, shall not 
He punish ? 

11 The Lord knoweth the thoughts of man, 
that they are but vain. 

12 Blessed is the man whom Thou chasten- 
est, O Lord, and teachest him in thy law ; 

13 That Thou mayest give him patience in 
time of adversity, until the pit be digged up 
for the ungodly. 

14 For the Lord will not fail his people, 
neither will He forsake his inheritance ; 

15 Until righteousness turn a^ain unto 
judgment : all such as are true in heart shall 
follow it. 

16 Who will rise up with me against the 
wicked, or who will take my part against the 
evil-doers ? 

17 If the Lord had not helped me, it had not 
fsdled, but my soul had been put to silence. 



10. He that nurturetky &o.l 
He that imparteth wisdom ana 
andentaudiiig to the heathen 
nations. 

13. Patience in time of ad- 
versity, &c.] or, Rest and safety 
in the days of evil, until deatli 
or destraction overtake the 
wicked. 

15. Until riffhieouenesSf &c.] 
Jostice may seem to have for- 



saken the seat of law, hat this 
was onlv for a season of trial ; 
she will resume her seat of 
judgment, and then all true and 
righteous men will wait upon 
her. 

17. It had not failed, &c.] 
If the Lord had not taken my 

£art, I must soon have been 
lid in the silent grave. 
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18 But when I said, " My foot hath sHpt," 
thy mercy; O Lord, held me up. 

19 In the multitude of the sorrows that 
I had in my heart, thy comforts have re- 
freshed my soul. 

20 Wilt Thou have any thing to do with 
the stool of wickedness, which imagineth 
mischief as a law ? 

21 They gather them together against the 
soul of the righteous, and condemn the in- 
nocent blood. 

22 But the Lord is my refiige, and my 
God is the strength of my confidence. 

23 He shall recompense them their wicked- 
ness, and destroy them in their own malice ; 
yea, the Lord our God shall destroy them. 



Momhg.] PSALM XCV. [Day 19. 

▲N INVITATION TO BLESS AND WOBSHIP GOD. 

OCOME, let us sing unto the Lord ; let us 
heartily rejoice in the strength of our 
salvation. 

2 Let us come before his presence with 



18. But token I said^ My foot 
hath slipt, &c.] While I thougrht 
I was faUing, thy mercy held 
me up. 

20. The stool of toiciednets^ 
The seat of wicked jadges, who 
de'vise mischief, and give to 
evil-doers the sanction and 
anthority of law. 

Ps. XCV. caDed the "Ve- 
nite," from the first word in 



the Latin Version, has heen 
nsed hy the Church from the 
earliest times as a suitahle in- 
troduction to the worship and 
praise of Almighty God. For 
this reason it is sometimes 
termed " the Invitatory Psalm,** 
and has conseqnently been 

E laced by our own Church 
efore the Psalms at Homing 
Service. 
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thanksgiving, and shew ourselves glad in Him 
with psalms. 

3 For the Lord is a great God, and a great 
King above all gods. 

4 In his hand are all the comers of the, 
earth ; and the strength of the hills is his also. 

5 The sea is his, and He made it ; and his^ 
hands prepared the dry land. 

6 O come, let us worship and fall down^ 
and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 

7 For He is the Lord our God, and we are 
the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his 
hand. 

8 To-day, if ye will hear his voice, harden 
not your hearts, as in the provocation, and a» 
in the day of temptation in the wilderness, 

9 When your fathers tempted Me, proved 
Me, and saw my works. 

10 Forty years long was I grieved with 
this generation, and said, " It is a people that 
do err in their hearts, for they have not known 
my ways ; 

11 Unto whom I sware in my wrath, that 
they should not enter into my rest." 



4, The coma's of the earth ;"] 
" The deep places of the earth. 
The mountains and the valleys 
are alike in his power. 

5. As in the provocation, 
and as in the day of temptation'] 
ratlier, as at Meribah — as in the 
day of Massah. Exod. xvii. 
7 ; Heb. iii. 7-11. 



9. And saw my works.'] Not- 
withstanding the miracles and 
wondrous works which they had 
seen. Exod. xvii. 7. 

11. Jfyrest.] The promised 
rest of Uanaaa, and also that 
rest of which Caoaaa was a 
type. See Heb. iv. 9. 
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Psalm XCVI. 

ALL NATIONS AND ALL NATUBB INYITBD TO JOIN THE 
CHORUS OF FBAISEAND THANKSQIYINQ TO JEHOVAH. 

OSING unto the Lord a new song ; sing 
unto the Lord, all the whole earth. 

2 Sing unto the Lord, and praise his 
Name ; be telling of his salvation from day 
to day. 

3 Declare his honour unto the heathen, 
and his wonders unto all people. 

4 For the Lord is great, and cannot wor- 
thily be praised; He is more to be feared 
than all gods. 

5 As for all the gods of the heathen, they 
are but idols ; but it is the Lord that made 
the heavens. 

6 Glory and worship are before Him; 
power ana honour are in his sanctuary. 

7 Ascribe unto the Lord, O ye kindreds 
of the people, ascribe unto the Lord worship 
and power. 

8 Ascribe unto the Lord the honour due 
imto his Name: bring presents, and come 
into his courts. 



Pa. XCVI. forms part of 
David's Song of Thanksgiving 
on bringing np the Ark of God 
to Mount Sion. See 1 Chron. 
xvi. 23—33. 

1. A new totiff /] A flong of 
thanksgiving for new merciea. 
Fs. xxxiii. 3 ; Isa. xlii. 10 ; Ps. 
xcviii. 1 ; Rev. v. 9, 10. 

7. ye kindreds of the 



people,'] Ye families of the na- 
tions; ye nations of different 
race. 

8. Presents^'] It was the cus- 
tom in the East to offer gifts 
to a conqueror or king, in 
token of submission or alle- 
^nce. 2 Sam. viii. 2. Here 
it signifies offerings, incense, 
&C. See Mai. i. 11. 
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9 O worship the Lord in the beauty of 
holiness ; let the whole earth stand in awe of 
Him. 

10 Tell it out among the heathen that the 
Lord is King; and that it is He who hath 
made the round world so fast that it cannot be 
moved; and how that He shall judge the 
people righteously. 

11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the 
earth be glad ; let the sea make a noise, and 
all that therein is. 

12 Let the field be joyfiil, and all that is 
in it; then shall all the trees of the wood 
rejoice before the Lord. 

13 For He cometh, for He cometh to judge 
the earth, and with righteousness to judge the 
world, and the people with his truth. 



Psalm XCVII. 

JEHOVAH THE BOLE OOD AND JUDGE OF ALL THE EABTH. 

THE Lord is King, the earth may be glad 
thereof; yea, the multitude of the isles 
may be glad thereof. 



9.THthe beauty of holiness ;"] 
With reference outwardly to the 
beauty of the holy sanctuary, 
and the vestments of the 
priests ; inwardly, to the orna- 
ment of a pare and nndefiled 
spirit. Refer to Matt. xxii. 
1 1 ; Rev. xix. 8. 

13. For He cometk^ A pro- 
phetic anticipation of Christ's 
coming to jnagment. 



Ps. XCVn, like the preced- 
ing one, treats of the power 
and majesty of God, and looks 
forward to the triumph of the 
Messiah. 

1. The mukiiude of the isles] 
The word isle, or island, is con- 
stantly used in Scripture to sig- 
nify any country heyond the 
sea. 
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2 Clouds and darkness are round about 
Him; righteousness and judgment are the 
habitation of his seat. 

3 There shall go a fire before Him, and 
bum up his enemies on every side. 

4 His lightnings gave shine unto the world: 
the earth saw it, and was afraid. 

5 The hills melted like wax at the presence 
of the Lord ; at the presence of the Lord of 
the whole earth. 

6 The heavens have declared his righteous- 
ness, and all the people have seen his glory. 

7 Confounded be all they that worship 
carved images, and that delight in vain gods : 
worship Him, all ye gods. 

8 Sion heard of it, and rejoiced ; and the 
daughters of Judah were glad, because of thy 
judgments, O Lord. 

9 For Thou, Lord, art higher than all that 
are in the earth ; Thou art exalted far above 
all gods. 

10 O ye that love the Lord, see that ye 
hate the thing which is evil : the Lord pre- 
serveth the souls of his saints; He shall 
deliver them from the hand of the ungodly. 

11 There is sprung up a light for the 



2 — 5. Clouds and darkness, 
&c.] Similar imagery is em- 
ployed in Ps. xviii. 7 — 15. It 
may be compared to the de- 
scription of the terrors of 
Mount Sinai. 

7. r«»yo&:] rather, Idols, 
vanities, shadows. 

Worship Him, all ye gods."] 



"When He bringeth in the 
first-begotten into the world 
He saith. And let all the angels 
of God worship Him." Heb. 
i. 6. 

8. Sum heard of •/,] Of the 
overthrow and confusion of 
idolaters, and of God's sove- 
reign judgments. 
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righteous, and joyftd gladness for such as are 
true-hearted. 

12 Rejoice in the Lord, ye righteous ; and 
give thanks for a remembrance of his holi- 
ness. 



Evening,"] 



Psalm XCVHI. 



[Day 19. 



THANKSGIVINO FOR YIOTOBT. — CHRIST S COMING AND 
KIHODOH FORESHBWN. 

OSING unto the Lord a new song ; for He 
hath done marvellous things. 

2 With his own right hand, and with his 
holy arm, hath He gotten Himself the victory. 

3 The Lord declared his salvation; his 
righteousness hath He openly shewed in the 
sight of the heathen. 

4 He hath remembered his mercy and 
truth toward the house of Israel ; and all the 
ends of the world have seen the salvation of 
our God. 

5 Shew yourselves joyful unto the Lord, 
all ye lands ; sing, rejoice, and give thanks. 

6 Praise the Lord upon the harp ; sing to 
the harp with a psalm of thanksgiving. 

7 With trumpets also, and shawms; O 



\ 



Ps. XCVni.— This animated 
ode of triamph and praise, 
which belonflra probably to the 
period of David's reifni, is 
adopted in onr Prayer-Book as 
one of the Canticles after the 
first Lesson at Evening Service. 

8. The Lord declared Ms sal- 
wUion/} Hath made known, ma- 
nifested his power to saye. 



4. Ml the ends of the worlds 
&c.] Compare Isa. lii. 10, 
where the same words are used 
— words which, in their fullest 
meaning, must point to the re- 
demption of the world by our 
Saviour Christ. 

7. Shawms/] Translated in 
the Bible "comet,'* another 
kind of wind instrument. 
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shew yourselves joyfdl before the Lord the 
King. 

8 Let the sea make a noise, and all that 
therein is ; the round world, and they that 
dwell therein. 

9 Let the floods clap their hands, and let 
the hills be joyftd together before the Lord ; 
for He is come to judge the earth. 

10 With righteousness shall He judge the 
world, and the people with equity. 

PSALM XCIX. 

THE MAJESTY, JUSTICE, AND MERCY OF JEHOVAH. 

THE Lord is King, be the people never 
so impatient: He sitteth between the 
cherubims, be the earth never so unquiet. 

2 The Lord is great in Sion, and high 
above all people. 

3 They shall give thanks unto thy Name, 
which is great, wonderful, and holy. 

4 The King's power loveth judgment: 
Thou hast prepared equity : Thou hast exe- 
cuted judgment and righteousness in Jacob. 

5 O magnify the Lord our God, and fall 
down before his footstool, for He is holy. 



Ps. XCIX. differs from Pss. 
XCV— XCVIII. in its'greater 
nationRlily of tone. They cele- 
brate the praises of Jehovah as 
God and Saviour of mankind : 
this Fsahn regards flim as the 

Secnliar God of Israel, and 
wells upon the especial privi- 
leges of the Jewish people. 
Compare Bom. ix. 4, 5. 



1. TA^ Lord is King, &c.] 
" The Lord reigneth, let the 
people tremble ; He sitteth be- 
tween the cherubim, let the 
earth be moved." 

4. The Kinds power loveth 
judgment ;j The King, though 
all-powerfiu, loveth justice and 
equity. 
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6 Moses and Aaron among his priests, 
and Samuel among such as call upon his 
Name ; these called upon the Lord, and He 
heard them* 

7 He spake unto them out of the cloudy 

})illar ; for they kept his testimonies, and the 
aw that He gave them. 

8 Thou heardest them, O Lord our God ; 
thou forgavest them, O God, and punishedst 
their own inventions. 

9 O magnify the Lord our God, and wor- 
ship Him upon his holy hill ; for the Lord our 
God is holy. 

Psalm C. 

INVITATION TO ALL PEOPLE TO JOIN WITH ISRAEL IS 
THE PRAISE OF THEIR GRACIOUS QOD, 

OBE joyful in the Lord, all ye lands; 
serve the Lord with gladness, and come 
before his presence with a song. 

2 Be ye sure that the Lord He is God : it 



6. Samuel amoftff suchy &c.] 
For an inbtance of Sainaers 
intercessory prayer, see 1 Sam. 
vii. 9. 

8. Thou forgavest ihem, be.] 
rather, **Thoa wast a God 
that forgavest them, thoagh 
Thou tookest vengeance of 
their inventions; '* that is, on 
account of the new and sinfol 
ways which they fonnd ont for ' 
themselves in defiance of thy 
law. See Eccl. vii. 29. 

Fs. C. as applicable to ChriS' 
tian as to Jewish worship, is 
used daily by the Church after j 



the Second Lesson at Morning 
Service. This Psalm concludes 
a connected scries of ten, (XCI 
— C ) all of which appear to 
belong to the same time and to 
the same writer. They concur 
in exhibiting the relation in 
which Israel stood to the rest 
of the Vorld, the temporal and 
spiritual deliverance of Qod*s 
people, and the overthrow of 
his enemies, who had too long 
oppressed them. The tone of 
this portion of the Psalms re- 
sembles that of the latter chap- 
ters of Isaiah. 
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is He that hath made us, and not we our- 
selves ; we are his people, and the sheep of 
his pasture. 

3 go your way into his gates with 
thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise ; 
be thankftd unto Him, and speak good of his 
Name. 

4 For the Lord is gracious, his mercy is 
everlasting, and his truth endureth from gene* 
ration to generation. 

Psalm CI. 

DAVID'S PBINOIPLBS AS A MAN AND AS A BULER. 

MY song shall be of mercy and judgment ; 
unto Thee, O Lord, will I sing. 

2 O let me have understanding in the way 
of godliness. 

3 When wilt Thou come unto me ? I will 
walk in my house with a perfect heart. 

4 I will take no wicked thing in hand ; I 
hate the sins of unfaithfulness ; there shall no 
such cleave unto me. 

5 A froward heart shall depart from me ; 
I will not know a wicked person. 

6 Whoso privily slandereth his neighbour, 
him will I destroy. 



Ps. CI. — ^This Psalm neems 
to bear a peculiarly domestic 
character, and contains invalu- 
able lessons for the (piidance 
of a household. 

2. let me have under' 
standing] "I will behave my- 
self wisely in a perfect way." 

3. Come unto me i^ thai iBf to 
my succour and support. When 



wilt Thou lift up the light of 
thy countenance upon me P 

Will tpalk in my house'] Will 
conduct myself towards my 
household and among my peo- 
ple. 

6. Bim will I destroy."] 
I will cut off and remove from 
my presence and favour. 
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7 Whoso hath also a proud look and high 
stomach, I will not suffer him. 

8 Mine eyes look upon such as are faithfiil 
in the land, that they may dwell with me. 

9 Whoso leadeth a godly life, he shall be 
my servant. 

10 There shall no deceitful person dwell 
in my house ; he that telleth hes shall not 
tarry in my sight. 

11 I shall soon destroy all tjie ungodly 
that are in the land, that I may root out ail 
wicked doers from the city of the Lord. 



Mommg.^ 



Psalm CII. 



PRIVATE AND PUBLIC BOBBOW. 



[Bay 20. 



HEAR my prayer, O Lord, and let my 
crying come unto Thee. 

2 Hide not thy face from me in the time 
of my trouble ; incline thine ear imto me 
when I call ; O hear me, and that right soon. 

3 For my days are consumed away like 
smoke, and my bones are burnt up as it were 
a fire-brand. 

4 My heart is smitten down, and withered 
like grass, so that I forget to eat my bread. 

5 For the voice of my groaning, my bones 
will scarce cleave to my flesh. 

6 I am become like a pelican in the wil- 



7. A high stomach^ A proud, 
self-trnsting, wilful spirit. 

Ps. CII. is the fifth of the 
Penitential Psalms. The Psalm- 
ist laments his own and his 



country's troubles, hut expresses 
a full confidence that God will 
in time remember his covenant 
of mercy, and erant deliverance. 
6, 7- / am oecome, &c.] The 
mourner compares himself to 
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demess, and like an owl that is in the 
desert. 

7 I have watched, and am even as it were a 
sparrow, that sitteth alone upon the house-top. 

8 Mine enemies revile me all the day long ; 
and they that are mad upon me are sworn 
together against me. 

9 For I have eaten ashes as it were bread, 
and mingled my drink with weeping ; 

10 And that because of thine indignation 
and wrath ; for Thou hast taken me up, and 
cast me down. 

11 My days are gone like a shadow, and 
I am withered like grass. 

12 But Thou, O Lord, shalt endure for 
ever, and thy remembrance throughout all 
generations. 

13 Thou shalt arise, and have mercy upon 
Sion : for it is time that Thou have mercy 
upon her ; yea, the time is come. 

14 And why? thy servants think upon 
her stones, and it pitieth them to see her in 
the dust. 

15 The heathen shall fear thy Name, O 
Lord, and all the kings of the earth thy 
Majesty. 



a bird which loves the solitude, 
and remains apart from his fel- 
lows. This description does 
not snit the sparrow, whose 
habits are not solitary but 
gregarious. It has been sus?- 
gested that the bird rererred to 
may be the solitary thrnsh, a 
species common in more south- 
em climes. 



9. Have eaten asAes^ &c.l 
Have fed upon trouble ana 
sorrow. See Isa. xxx. 20. 

10. For Thou hast taken me 
«Py &c.] Thoa hast lifted me 
up, and hurled me to the 
ground. 

15. The heathen shall fear^ 
&c.] So shall the Gentiles re- 
verence the Name of Jehovah. 
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16 When the Lord shall build up Sion, 
and when his glory shall appear ; 

17 When He tumeth Him unto the prayer 
of the poor destitute, and despiseth not their 
desire. 

18 This shall be written for those that 
come after, and the people which shall be 
born shall praise the Lord. 

19 For He hath looked down from his 
sanctuary; out of the heaven did the Lord 
behold the earth ; 

20 That He might hear the mournings of 
such as are in captivity, and deliver the 
children appointed unto death. 

21 That they may declare the Name of 
the Lord in Sion, and his worship at Je- 
rusalem ; 

22 When the people are gathered together, 
and the kingdoms also, to serve the Lord. 

23 He brought down my strength in my 
journey, and shortened my days. 

24 13ut I said, " O my God, take me not 
away in the midst of mine age ; as for thy 
years, they endure throughout all generations. 

25 Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid 
the foundation of the earth, and the heavens 
are the work of thy hands. 



18. For those that come af- 
ter^ These instances of God's 
mercy and faithfulness shall be 
recorded for future generations. 

23. In my journey^ My 
jonmey of life. 

24. Aafor thy years^ The 
eternity of Qod is app^ed to 
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as implying the immutability of 
his purposes. 

25 — 28.] These verses are 
quut«d, Heb.i. 10 — 12,with spe- 
cial application to our Lord 
Jesus (Jhnst, as shewing his 
eternal, unchangeable nature. 
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26 They shall perish, but Thou shalt en- 
dure; they all shall wax old as doth a 
garment ; 

27 And as a vesture shalt Thou change 
them, and they shall be changed : but Thou 
art the same, and thy years shall not fail. 

28 The children of thy servants shall con- 
tinue, and their seed shall stand fast in thy 
sight." 

Psalm GUI. 



THE FBAISE OV ▲ GRATEFUL BOITL FOB GOD'S MANIFOLD 

MERCIES. 

PEAISE the Lord, O my soul ; and all 
that is within me praise his holy Name. 

2 Praise the Lord, O my soul, and forget 
not all his benefits ; 

3 Who forglveth all thy sin, and healeth 
all thine infirmities. 

4 Who saveth thy life jfrom destruction, and 
crowneth thee with mercy and loving-kindness. 

5 Who satisfieth thy mouth with good 
things, making thee young and lusty as an 
eagle. 

6 The Lord executeth righteousness and 
judgment for all them that are oppressed 
with wrong. 

7 He shewed his ways unto Moses, his 
works unto the children of Israel. 



Vs. cm. is ascribed to 
David ; bat tboagb belon^n^ to 
bis a^e, it may fitly be employed 
for tbe purpose of praise and 
thanksgiylDg by Chriatians of 
all times. 



5. Lusty] Strong, vigorous, 
full of life. 

As an eoffle.l " They that 
wait upon the Lord shall renew 
their strength ; they shall 
mount up with wings as eagles." 
Isa. j\. 31. 
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8 The Lord is fall of oompassion and 
mercjr, long-soffering, and of great goodness. 

9 He will not alwaj be chiding, neither 
keepeth He his anger for ever. 

10 He hath not dealt with ns after onr sins, 
nor rewarded ns according to our wickednesses. 

11 For look how high the heaven is in 
comparison of the earth; so great is his mercj 
also toward them that fear Him. 

12 Look how wide also the east is fix)m the 
west ; so &r hath He set our sins from us. 

13 Yea, like as a &ther pitieth his own 
children, even so is the Lord mercifdl unto 
them that fear Him. 

14 For He knoweth whereof we are made; 
He remembereth that we are but dust. 

15 The days of man are but as m-ass ; for 
he flourisheth as a flower of the field. 

16 For as soon as the wind goeth over it, 
it is gone, and the place thereof shall know 
it no more. 

17 But the mercifid goodness of the Lord 
endureth for ever and ever upon them that 
fear Him, and his righteousness upon children's 
children ; 

18 Even upon such as keep his covenant, 
and think upon his commandments to do them. 

19 The Lord hath prepared his seat in 
heaven, and his kingdom ruleth over all. 

20 O praise the Lord, ye angels of his, ye 



10. He hdh ml dealt with «t 
after our «i«vi,] He hath not 

Sonished hk as we, for oar nns, 
eaerred. Thus, in the Litany, 



we pray, "O Lord, deal not 
with OB after (according to) our 
mns; neither reward qb after 
oar iniqaitiea." 
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Day 20. 



that excel in strength ; ye that ftdfil his com- 
mandment, and hearken imto the voice of his 
words. 

21 O praise the Lord, all ye his hosts ; ye 
servants of his that do his pleasm-e. 

22 O speak good of the Lord, all ye works 
of his, in all places of his dominion : praise 
thou the Lord, O my soul. 



Psalm CIV. 



[Bay 20. 



HYMN OF PRAISE TO THE CREATOR OF ALL THINGS. 

Proper Pealm for Whit-Sunday, 

PEAISE the Lord, O my soul: O Lord my 
God, Thou art become exceeding glorious; 
Thou art clothed with majesty and nonour. 

2 Thou deckest Thyself with light as it 
were with a garment, and spreadest out the 
heavens like a curtain. 

3 Who layeth the beams of his chambers 
in the waters, and maketh the clouds his 
chariot, and walketh upon the wings of the 
wind. 

4 He maketh his angels spirits, and his 
ministers a flaming fire. 

5 He laid the foundations of the earth, that 
it never should move at any time. 



Ps. CIV. — A noble poem, 
setting forth, in the richest lan- 
guage, the power and goodness 
of God, as Maker of the world 
and all that therein is. 

3. Tie beams of his eham- 
iers, &c.] that is, Maketh his 



dwelling-place in the waters. 

4t. Me maketh his angels spi- 
r>^,] A passage quoted by St. 
Paul, Heb. i. 7. See Job 
xxxviii. 85. 

5. Never should move at any 
time.'] or, "Should not be re- 
moved for ever." 
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6 Thon coveredst it with the deep like as 
with a garment; the waters stand in the hills. 

7 At thy rebuke they flee ; at the voice of 
thy thunder they are afraid. 

8 They go up as high as the hills, and 
down to the valleys beneath ; even unto the 
place which Thou hast appointed for them. 

9 Thou hast set them their bounds which 
they shall not pass, neither turn again to cover 
the earth. 

10 He sendeth the springs into the rivers, 
which run among the hills. 

11 All beasts of the field drink thereof, and 
the wild asses quench their thirst. 

12 Beside them shall the fowls of the air 
have their habitation, and sing among the 
branches. 

13 He watereth the hills from above ; the 
earth is filled with the fruit of thy works. 

14 He bringeth forth grass for the cattle, 
and green herb for the service of men ; 

15 That he may bring food out of the earth, 
and wine that maketh glad the heart of man, 
and oil to ipake him a cheerftd countenance, 
and bread to strengthen man's heart. 

16 The trees of the Lord also are fiill of 



6. Thou coveredst it with the 
deep] With the deep waters. 
See Gen. i. 2. 

The waier* stand in the hills."] 
"The waters stood above the 
moantains." 

7. At thy rehuke they flee s] 
**At thy rebuke they fled; at 
the voice of thy thunder th^ 
hasted away." 
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10. Inio the rivers^'] rather, 
as in the Bible Version, ** into 
the valleys." 

13. .From above ;] From His 
chambers on hifth, — from the 
doads. See verse 3. 

16. The trees of the Lord] 
The majestic trees which had 
sprung up without human care 
or cultivation. Compare Pa. 



PSALM CIV. 



Day 20. 



sap, even the cedars of Libanus which He 
hath planted ; 

17 Wherein the birds make their nests, and 
the fir-trees are a dwelling for the stork. 

18 The high hills are a refiige for the wild 
goats, and so are the stony rocks for the conies. 

19 He appointed the moon for certain sea- 
sons, and the sun knoweth his going down. 

20 Thou makest darkness that it may be 
night, wherein all the beasts of the forest do 
move. 

21 The lions roaring after their prey, do 
seek their meat from God. 

22 The sun ariseth, and they get them away 
together, and lay them down in their dens. 

23 Man goeth forth to his work, and to his 
labour, until the evening. 

24 O Lord, how manifold are thy works ! 
in wisdom hast Thou made them all : the earth 
is ftiU of thy riches. 

25 So is the great and wide sea also ; 
wherein are things creeping innumerable, both 
small and great beasts. 

26 There go the ships, and there is that 
leviathan, whom Thou hast made to take his 
pastime therein. 



Ixxx. 10, where, in the Bible 
Version, the goodly cedars are 
in the margin eallen (according 
to the Hebrew form of super- 
lative) the " cedars of God." 

18. The conies.'] The animal 
here meant is supposed to be 
the Svrian hyrax, a creature 
somewhat resembling the Eng- 
lish rabbit. See Frov. xxx. 26. 



20. Thou makest darkness 
(hat it mav be niffhty'] "Thou 
makest darkness nnditiK night.'* 

Wherein ail the beasts of the 
forest do move.'] Then do all 
the wild beasts of the forest 
prowl. 

26. Leviathan,] The whale 
may probably be meant.- See 
Job xli. 1 . 
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27 These wait all upon Thee, that Thou 
mayest give them meat m due season. 

28 When Thou givest it them they gather 
it; and when Thou openest thy hand, they are 
filled with good. 

29 When Thou hidest thy &ce they are 
troubled; when Thou takestaway their breath 
they die, and are turned again to their dust. 

30 When Thou lettest thy breath go forth 
they shall be made ; and Thou shalt renew 
the face of the earth. 

31 The glorious Majesty of the Lord shall 
endure for ever : the Lord shall rejoice in his 
works. 

32 The earth shall tremble at the look of 
Him ; if He do but touch the hills, they shall 
smoke. 

33 I will sing unto the Lord as long as I 
live ; I will praise my God while I have my 
being. 

34 And so shall my words please Him: 
my joy shall be in the Lord. 

35 As for sinners, they shall be consumed 
out of the earth, and the ungodly shall come 
to an end : praise thou the Lord, O my soul, 
praise the Lord. 



29. Eldest thy face] When 
Thou withdrawest thy f&Toar 
and protection ; as in times of 
famine, storm, or frost. 

30. When Thou leUeat thy 
breath go forth, &c.] Thoa 
sendest fortn thy breath, they 



are created ; and Thon renewest 
the face of the earth. 

S2.] This verse is rendered 
in the Bible, *' He looketh on 
the earth, and it trembleth; He 
toucbeth the hUls, and they 
smoke." 
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if(yming.] PsALM CV. [Day 21, 

god's dealings with ISRAEL OF OLD. 

OGIVE thanks unto the Lord, and call 
upon his Name ; tell the people what 
things He hath done. 

2 O let your songs be of Him, and praise 
Him ; and let your talking be of all his won- 
drous works. 

3 Rejoice in his holy Name: let the heart 
of them rejoice that seek the Lord. 

4 Seek the Lord and his strength; seek 
his face evermore. 

5 Remember the marvellous works that He 
hath done, his wonders, and the judgments of 
his mouth, 

6 O ye seed of Abraham his servant, ye 
children of Jacob his chosen. 

7 He is the Lord our God ; his judgments 
are in all the world. 

8 He hath been alway mindful of his 
covenant and promise, that He made to a 
thousand generations ; 

9 Even the covenant that He made with 
Abraham, and the oath that He sware unto 
Isaac; 



Fs. CV. The Fsalmkt calls 
upon his countrymen to praise 
Jehovah, who, ever mindful of 
his covenant with their father 
Abraham, had delivered them 
from their long captivity in 
Egypt, and brought them, by 
signs and wonders which fie 



did, into the possession of the 
promised land of Canaan. The 
Brtit fifteen verses are found in 
1 Chron. xvi. 8—22. 

5. Judgments of his mouthy'] 
Sentences of judgment pro- 
nounced and executed against 
his enemies. 
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10 And appointed the same unto Jacob 
for a law, ana to Israel for an everlasting 
testament ; 

11 Sayinff, "Unto thee will I give the land 
of Canaan, the lot of your inheritance ;" 

12 When there were yet but a few of them, 
and they strangers in the land ; 

13 What time as they went from one nation 
to another, from one kingdom to another 
people ; 

14 He suffered no man to do them wrong, 
but reproved even kings for their sakes ; 

15 " Touch not mine anointed, and do my 
prophets no harm." 

16 Moreover, He called for a dearth upon 
the land, and destroyed all the provision of 
bread. 

17 But He had sent a man before them ; 
even Joseph, who was sold to be a bond- 
servant ; 



10. And appointed the same'] 
that is, He confirmed his cove- 
nant or testament. 

13. But a few of them,'] 
"And Jacob said to Simeon 
and Levi, Ye have troubled me 
to make me stink among the 
inhabitants of the land, among 
the Canaanites and the Periz- 
zites ; and I, hnn^few in num- 
ber, they shall gather them- 
selves against me, and slay me.** 
Gen. xxxiv. 30. 

Strangers in the land/] "I 
will give to thee, and to thy 
seed after thee, the land where- 
in thou art a stranger, all the 
land of Canaan, for an ever- 
lasting covenant ; and I will be 



their God.*' Gen. xvii. 8. See 
also Cten. xxiii< 4, and Acts 
vii. 5. 

15. Mine anointed^ My 
chosen instruments : those 
whom, like the patriarchs 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and 
Joseph, God had set apart and 
consecrated to his service, and 
for the execution of his pro- 
vidential designs. 

Prophets] This term is ap- 

J)lied, not to those onlv who 
nretold future events, bat to 
holy men commissioned by Gk>d 
to speak in his name. 

17. JSven Joseph,] For the 
history of Joseph, see Genesis, 
especially xxxix. 1, and xlv. 7, 8. 
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18 Whose feet they hurt in the stocks ; the 
iron entered into his soul ; 

19 Until the time came that his cause was 
known, the word of the Lord tried him. 

20 The king sent, and delivered him, the 
prince of the neople let him go free. 

21 He made him lord also of his house, 
and ruler of all his substance ; 

22 That he might inform his princes after 
his will, and teach his senators wisdom. 

23 Israel also came into Egypt, and Jacob 
was a stranger in the land of Ham. 

24 And He increased his people exceed- 
ingly, and made them stronger than their 
enemies ; 

25 Whose heart turned so, that they hated 
his people, and dealt untruly with his servants. 

26 then sent He Moses his servant, and 
Aaron whom He had chosen. 

27 And these shewed his tokens among 
them, and wonders in the land of Ham. 

28 He sent darkness, and it was dark, and 
they were not obedient imto his word. 

29 He turned their waters into blood, and 
slew their fish. 



18. The stocks; the iron] 
When Joseph was imprisonea 
(Gren. xxxix. 20), he was pro- 
bably bound with fetters of 
iron which galled his legs. 

19. That his cause was 
knoum^ or, Until his words, 
that is, his prophecy to his 
fellow-servants, came to pass. 

The word of the Lord tried 
him!] The interpretation of the 
dreams which he was enabled 



by the vision to make, cleared 
and justified him. 

22. Inform hisprincesl Com- 
mand and direct, according to 
his pleasure, the great men and 
rulers of Pharaoh's court. 

Senators'] Elders, councillors. 

23. The land of Ham,] Egypt. 
28. He sent darkness^] for 

the account of the plagues of 
Egypt, see Exod. viii — xii. 
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30 Their land brought forth frogs ; yea, 
even in their kings' chambers. 

31 He spake the word, and there came all 
manner of flies, and lice in all their quarters, 

32 He eave them hailstones for rain, and 
flames of fire in their land. 

33 He smote their vines also, and fig-trees, 
and destroyed the trees that were in their 
coasts. 

34 He spake the word, and the grass- 
hoppers came, and caterpillars innumerable, 
and did eat up all the grass in their land, and 
devoured the fruit of their ground. 

35 He smote all the first-bom in their 
land, even the chief of all their strength. 

36 He brought them forth also with silver 
and gold; there was not one feeble person 
amongtheir tribes. 

37 Egypt was glad at their departing, for 
they were afraid of them. 

38 He spread out a cloud to be a covering, 
and fire to give light in the night-season. 

39 At their desire He brought quails, and 
He filled them with the bread of heaven. 

40 He opened the rock of stone, and the 
waters flowed out, so that rivers ran in the dry 
places. 

41 For why? He remembered his holy 
promise, and Abraham his servant. 



3d. WUk silver and gold/] 
The children of Israel, on their 
departure, asked and received 
from the Egyptians "jewels of 
silver and jewels of gold." 
Exod. xii. 36. 



38. A doudr—and iire\ In 
allusion to the clona by day, 
and the pillar of fire by night, 
which went before their armies. 
Nnmb. ix. 16. 
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42 And He brought forth his people with 
joj, and his chosen with gladness. 

43 And gave them the lands of the heathen ; 
and they took the labours of the people in 
possession ; 

44 That they might keep his statutes, and 
observe his laws. 



Mvening.] PSALM CVI. [Vay 21. 

ood'b mercies and judgments in the wilderness. 

OGIVE thanks unto the Lord, for He 
is gracious, and his mercy endureth 
for ever. 

2 Who can express the noble acts of the 
Lord, or shew fortn all his praise ? 

3 Blessed are they that alway keep judg- 
ment, and do righteousness. 

4 Remember me, O Lord, according to the 
favour that Thou bearest unto thy people : O 
visit me with thy salvation ; 

5 That I may see the felicity of thy chosen, 
and rejoice in the gladness of thy people, and 
give thanks with thine inheritance. 

6 We have sinned with our fathers; we 
have done amiss, and dealt wickedly. 

7 Our fathers regarded not thy wonders in 
Egypt, neither kept they thy great goodness 



4S. The labours of the 
people] The fruits of their 
laboor; their corn, and wine, 
and oil. 

Ps. CVI. was probably writ- 
ten about the end of the Baby* 



Ionian captivity. 

3. Keep judgment^ Observe 
the rules of equity. 

5. The felicity, &c.] The 
happine&s and prosperity of thy 
chosen ones. 
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in remembrance ; but were disobedient at the 
sea, even at the Bed Sea. 

8 Nevertheless, He helped them for his 
Name's sake, that He might make his power 
to be known. 

9 He rebuked the Red Sea also, and it was 
dried up; so He led them through the deep, as 
through a wilderness. 

10 And He saved them from the adversary's 
hand, and delivered them from the hand of the 
enemy. 

11 As for those that troubled them, the 
waters overwhelmed them ; there was not one 
of them left. 

12 Then believed they his words, and sang 
praise unto Him. 

13 But within a while they forgat his works, 
and would not abide his counsel. 

14 But lust came upon them in the wilder- 
ness, and they tempted God in the desert. 

15 And He gave them their desire, and 
sent leanness withal into their soul. 

16 They angered Moses also in the tents, 
and Aaron the saint of the Lord. 

17 So the earth opened, and swallowed up 
Dathan, and covered the congregation of 
Abiram. 



9. jU through a toUdemett.'] i while showering down flesh in 
As over dry land. ' abundance for them to eat, 



15. Would nut abide his 
counsel.'] Wonld not trust his 
promise, and wait in patience 
for its fnlfilment. 

14. Lusf] The cravings of 
appetite. Ivumb. xi. 4. 

16. Jnd sent leanness"] Bat, 
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sent a plague and wasting sick- 
ness upon them. See N&mb. 
zi. 83, 84. 

16. Anpered] " Envied Mo- 



ses." 



17. The earth opened,] For 
the history of the rebellion of 
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18 And the fire was kindled in their com- 
pany ; the flame burnt up the ungodl j. 

19 They made a calf in Horeb, and wor- 
shipped the molten imaffe. 

20 Thus they turned their glory into the 
similitude of a calf that eateth hay. 

21 And they forgat God their Saviour, who 
had done so great things in Egypt ; 

22 Wondrous works in the land of Ham, 
and fearful things by the Bed Sea. 

23 So He said, He would have destroyed 
them, had not Moses his chosen stood before 
Him in the gap, to turn away his wrathftd 
indignation, lest He should destroy them. 

24 Yea, they thought scorn of that 

Eleasant land, and gave no credence unto 
is word ; 

25 But murmured . in their tents, and 
hearkened not imto the voice of the Lord. 

26 Then lift He up his hand against them, 
to overthrow them in the wilderness ; 



Dathan and Abiram, tee Numb, 
xvi. 

19. They tnade a calf\ Refer 
to £xod. xxxii. 4. 

Molten image.'] An image 
made of gold, melted by fire, 
and 80 cast in a mould. 

20. Their ghry] The living 
God, whom it was their privi- 
lege and glory to worship. 

SimilUude] Likeness, or 
image. 

(Mf thai eateth hay."] or, as 
the Sible translates it, "An 
ox that eateth grass.** 

22. The land of Homy'] Egypt, 
a country peopled by the ae- 
scendants of Ham. 



23. In the ge^,] **In the 
breach,** to resiiit, as it were, 
the further inroads of God's 
avenging angel. The weapons 
which Moses used snooesshilly 
were intercession and prayer. 
Read Eiod. xxxii. 10—14. 

24. Thought scorn] Con- 
temned and made light of. 

Gave no credence, &c.] Did 
not believe his word. 

26. Then lift He vp hie hand] 
The gesture of one taking an 
oath. God sware that He 
would let them perish in the 
wilderness. Numb. xiv. SO, 
margin ; Deut. xzxii. 40. See 
also Ps. xcv. 11. 
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27 To cast out their seed among the nations, 
and to scatter them in the hmds. 

28 ThejjoinedthemselYesimtoBaal-Peor, 
and ate the offerings of the dead. 

29 Thns thej provdLed Him to anger with 
their own inventions, and the pbigne was great 
among them. 

30 Then stood up Phinees and prajed; 
and so the plague ceased. 

31 And that was counted unto him for 
righteousness among all posterities for ever- 
more. 

32 Th§y angered Him also at the waters 
of strife, so that He punished Moses for their 
sakes; 

33 Because they provoked his spirit, so 
that he spake unadvisedly with his lips. 

34 Neither destroyed they the heathen, as 
the Lord commanded them ; 



28. Baal-Peor,'] literally, 
The Lord of Feor, which was 
a mountain in Moab ; and so 
we mav understand Baal to 
mean the fslse god» or idol» of 
the Moabitei. See Numb. 
XXV. 8. 

Oferingi of the dead.'] The 
•aeriflces offered to lifeless idols. 

20. Their own inventiotu,'] 
The false practices which they 
had deviMd. 

80. Jndpr^ed;'] " Executed 
jud^ent. Phinehas acted as 
a judge, and, by shivin; those 
who had incurred the penalty 
of death by the violation of the 
MoHaic law, stayed the plague. 

81. For fighteoutneea] For 
merit and reward. Phinehas, 
because he was tealous for the 



Lord's sake, received the pro- 
mise of an everlastinfi^ priest- 
hood in his family. Numb. 
XXV. 11—13. 

Among all poiteriiiee] "Unto 
all generations." 

32. The Kotere of efrife,'] 
The water of Meribah. Numb. 
XX. 13. 

33. Unadvisedly] Hotly and 
rashly, as under provocation. 
Numb. XX. 10. 

34. Neither destroyed they 
the heathen^ The Israelites had 
received the express command 
of Jehovah, to execute his ven- 
geance on the wicked and ido- 
latrous Canaanites; but, from 
fear or worldliness, they spared 
them, and soon became pol- 
luted by their corruptions. 
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35 Bnt were mingled among the heathen, 
and learned their works. 

36 Insomuch that they worshipped their 
idols, which tamed to their own decay, yea, 
they offered their sons and their daughters 
unto devils ; 

37 And shed innocent blood, even the blood 
of their sons and of their daughters, whom 
they offered unto the idols of Canaan; and 
the land was defiled with blood. 

38 Thus were they stained with their own 
works, and went a whoring with their own 
inventions. 

39 Therefore was the wrath of 'the Lord 
kindled against his people, insomuch that He 
abhorred his own inheritance. 

40 And He gave them over into the hand 
of the heathen ; and they that hated them were 
lords over them. 

41 Their enemies oppressed them, and had 
them in subjection. 

42 Many a time did He deliver them, but 
they rebelled against Him with their own 
inventions, and were brought down in their 
wickedness. 

43 Nevertheless, when He saw their adver- 
sity, He heard their complaint. 

44 He thought upon his covenant, and 



36. Turned to their own de- 
cay^ " Were a Niaie unto 
them." 

Unto deoUa;"] Demons, the 
false gods of Canaan. 

88. Went a whoring] As a 
false wife is nnfaithfiu to her 



husband, so they left the service 
of the living God, to serve dei- 
ties of their own imagination. 

40. He gave them over"] For 
their sins and rebeilions, He 
suffered them to be carried 
away captives to Babylon. 
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Eitied them, according unto the multitude of 
is mercies ; yea, He made all those that led 
them away captive to pity them. 

45 Deliver us, O Lord our God, and gather 
us from among the heathen, that we may give 
thanks unto thy holy Name, and make our 
boast of thy praise. 

46 Blessed be the Lord God of Israel from 
everlasting, and world without end: and let 
all the people say, Amen. 



Morning.'] 



Psalm CVII. 



[Day 22. 



THE OHUBOH'S bono OF THAVKSOIYING. 



GIVE thanks unto the Lorcl, for He is 
gracious, and his mercy endureth for 



o 

ever. 

2 Let them give thanks whom the Lord 
hath redeemed, and delivered from the hand 
of the enemy ; 

3 And gathered them out of the lands, 



46. Blessed be the Lord God] 
This doxolog^closes the fourth 
Book of the rsalms. 

Ps. CVn. suits the time of 
the return of the Jews from 
Babylon, B.C. 686; and may 
have been sung at the first cele- 
bration of the feast of taberna- 
cles after that joyful event. 
See Ezra iii. 1 — 6. God's peo- 
ple are exhorted to give thanks 
for various acts of mercy; — 
the safe-conduct of the way- 
worn exile to his own home, 
4—7 ; the feeding of the hun- 
gry, 9 ; the deliveranoe of the 



captive from bondage, 10 — 16 ; 
the restoration of the sick, 17 
— 20 ; and the preservation of 
the storm-tost mariner, 23 — 30. 
God's dealings with his people 
by judgments and mercies, ac-. 
cording to their obedience or 
disobedience, are set forth in 
verses 33 — 35; and the con- 
cluding verses seem to have 
reference to the restoration of 
Judah from his long banish- 
ment, the rebuilding of their 
city, the cultivation of their 
land, and the increase of the 
people. 
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from the east, and from the west, from the 
north, and from the south. 

4 They went astray in the wilderness out 
of the way, and found no city to dwell in ; 

5 Hungry and thirsty, their soul fainted in 
them. 

6 So they cried unto the Lord in their trou- 
ble, and He delivered them from their distress. 

7 He led them forth by the right way, that 
they might go to the city where they dwelt. 

8 O that men would therefore praise the 
Lord for his goodness, and declare the won- 
ders that He aoeth for the children of men ! 

9 For He satisfieth the empty soul, and 
filleth the hungry soul with goodness. 

10 Such as sit in darkness, and in the sha- 
dow of death, being fast bound in misery and 
iron ; 

11 Because they rebelled against the words 
of the Lord, and ughtly regarded the counsel 
of the most Highest ; 

1 2 He also brought down their heart through 
heaviness ; they fell down, and there was none 
to help them. 

13 So when they cried unto the Lord in 
their trouble, He delivered them out of their 
distress. 



7. The city where they dwelt.'] 
A city to dwell in, as at ver. 4. 

8.. that meity &c.] An invi- 
tation to all men to join in 
thanksgiving for mercies re- 
ceived, forms the chorus of the 
song, and is repeated at verses 
15, 21, and 31. 

9. With goodness.'] Witli 



good things. Ps. ciii. 5. 

10. Fast hound in misery 
and iron f] Bound with sralling 
chains— 'the bonds of affliction. 

12. Brought down their heart 
through heaviness;] " Heavi- 
ness in the heart of man maketh 
it stoop." Frov. xii. 26. 
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14 For He brought them out of darkness, 
and out of the shadow of death, and Inrake 
their bonds in sunder. 

15 O that men would therefore praise the 
Lord for his goodness, and declare the won- 
ders thglt He doeth for the children of men ! 

16 For He hath broken the gates of brass, 
and smitten the bars of iron in sunder. 

17 Foolish men are plagued for their of- 
fence, and because of their wickedness. 

18 Their soul abhorred all manner of meat, 
and they were even hard at death's door. 

19 So when they cried unto the Lord in 
their trouble, He delivered them out of their 
distress. 

20 He sent his word, and healed them, and 
they were saved from their destruction. 

21 O that men would therefore praise the 
Lord for his goodness, and declare the wonders 
that He doeth for the children of men. 

22 That they would offer unto Him the 
sacrifice of thanksgiving, and tell out his 
works with gladness ! 

23 They that go down to the sea in ships, 
and occupy their business in great waters ; 

24 These men see the works of the Lord, 
and his wonders in the deep. 

26 Fo^ at his word the stormy wind ariseth, 
which lifteth up the waves thereof 



17. Foolish men] The un- 
godly and nnbelieTers. Refer 
to Pa. xiv. 1. 

28—30.1 Thii striking de- 
scription of a sadden storm at 
sea, the terror of the ship's 



crew, their prayer, and their 
deliverance, has led to the 
adoption of this Psalm among 
the "Forms of Prayer to be 
nsed at Sea." 
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26 They are carried up to the heaven, and 
down again to the deep ; their soul melteth 
away because of the trouble. 

27 They reel to and fro, and stagger like a 
drunken man, and are at their wit's end. 

28 So when they cir unto the Lord in their 
trouble, He deliveretn them out of their 
distress. 

29 For He maketh the storm to cease, so 
that the waves thereof are still. 

30 Then are they glad, because they are 
at rest, and so He bringeth them unto the 
haven where they would be. 

31 O that men would therefore praise the 
Lord for his goodness, and declare the wonders 
that He doeth for the children of men ! 

32 That they would exalt Him also in the 
congregation oi the people, and praise Him in 
the seat of the elders ! 

33 Who turneth the floods into a wilder- 
ness, and drieth up the water-springs. 

34 A fruitfiil land maketh He barren, for 
the wickedness of them that dwell therein. 

35 Again, He maketh the wilderness a 
standing water, and water-springs of a dry 
ground. 

36 And there He setteth the hungry, that 
they may build them a city to dwell in ; 



30. The haven] The harbour, 
or port. 

32. Seai of the elders] The 
oonndl of ROveraorB and judges. 

33 — 88.] Compare Isaiah, 
xxxii. 13 — 18. God bestows 



fertility, or condemns to bar- 
renness and waste ; thus chang- 
ing the very face of a country, 
according as its inhabitants 
serve Him or serve Him not. 
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37 That they may sow their land, and plant 
vineyards, to yield them fruits of increase. 

38 He blesseth them, so that they multiply 
exceedingly, and suffereth not their cattle to 
decrease. 

39 And again, when they are minished, 
and brought low, through oppression, through 
any plague or trouble ; 

40 'Though He suffer them to be evil in- 
treated through tyrants, and let them wander 
out of the way in the wilderness ; 

41 Yet helpeth He the poor out of misery, 
and maketh him households like a flock of 
sheep. 

42 The righteous will consider this, and 
rejoice, and the mouth of all wickedness shall 
be stopped. 

43 W hoso is wise will ponder these things, 
and they shall understand the loving-kindness 
of the Lord. 



^] Psalm CVIII. [Day 22. 

THE conqueror's BONO OF TRIUMPH. 

Proper Psalm for AteenHon Day, 

OGOD, my heart is ready, my heart is 
ready : I will sing and give praise with 
the best member that I have. 



39. Minished^ Reduced. 

40. Though He suffer] The 
Bible renderin{c is more com- 
monly received : ** He poareth 
contempt upon princes, and 
canseth them to WHnder in the 
wilderness, where there is no 
way.*' These words are taken 
from Job xii. 21 and 24. 
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41. Maketh him households] 
Increaseth and mnltiplieth their 
families. "They send forth 
their little ones like a flock." 
Job xxi. 11. 

Ps. CVni. is made np of 
two others. The first five verses 
are almost word for word the 
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2 Awake, thou lute, and harp: I myself 
will awake right early. 

3 I will give thanks unto Thee, O Lord, 
among the people; I will sing praises unto 
Thee among the nations. 

4 For thy mercy is greater than the hea- 
vens, and thy truth reacheth unto the clouds, 

5 Set up thyself, O God, above the hea- 
vens, and my glory above all the earth. 

6 That thy beloved may be delivered : let 
thy right hand save them, and hear Thou me. 

7 God hath spoken in his holiness ; I will 
rejoice therefore, and divide Sichem, and mete 
out the valley of Succoth. 

8 Gilead is mine, and Manasses is mine, 
Ephraim also is the strength of my head. 

9 Judah is my law-giver, Moab is my wash- 
pot ; over Edom wiU I cast out my shoe ; upon 
Philistia will I triumph. 

10 Who will lead me into the strong city, 
and who will bring me into Edom ? 

11 Hast not Thou forsaken us, O God ; and 
wilt not Thou, O God, go forth with our hosts ? 

12 O help us against the enemy ; for vain 
is the help of man. 

13 Through God we shall do great acts ; 
and it is He that shall tread down our enemies. 



same as the last five of Ps. Ivii. I as yerses 5 — 12 of Ps. Ix. ; to 
and the last eight are jthe same | which refer for notes. 
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Psalm CIX. 

god's JUDOlfENDS AQAINBT HI8 BNSIinBB. 

HOLD not thy tongue, O God of my praise ; 
for the mouth of the ungodly, yea, the 
mouth of the deceitftJ is opened upon me. 

2 And they have spoken against me with 
false tongues ; they compassed me about also 
with words of hatred, and fought against me 
without a cause. 

3 For the love that I had unto* them, lo, 
they take now my contrary part : but I give 
myself unto prayer. 

4 Thus have they rewarded me evil for 
good, and hatred for my good will. 

5 Set Thou an ungodly man to be ruler 



CIX. — 1. Hold not thy 
ivngve^ Uear not in silence 
the false accosations of my ene- 
mies. 

Ood cf My praiaei\ Object 
of my praise, Thon who hast 
given me snch abundant cause 
to bless and praise Thee. 

3. Tor the love] In return 
for the love. 

My contrary pari:'] The side 
opp<»ed to me; they are be- 
come my enemies. 

6. SetThoUykc] Thepnjer 
of David, in this and the fol- 
lowing verses,i8 that God would 
assert and vindicate the divine 
justice in the punishment of His 
rebdUous enemies. It must be 
borne in mind that, under the 
Mosaic law, rewards and pu- 
nishments were strictly tempo- 
ral, II the wilful and mali- 



cious adversaries of Jehovah 
remained unpunished, it might 
be said that He wanted the 
power to inflict the penalties 
denounced in his own law, and 
the impunity of the ungodly 
would thus become a stumbling- 
block to the pious Israelite. 
David, therefore, is not giving 
expression to his own private 
feelings of hatred or revenge ; 
but, as a minister and prophet 
of the Most High, he calls 
upon Him to assert his own 
sovereignty, and not suffer his 
law to oe set at nought. He 
appeals to the God of justice to 
execute on hardened and impe- 
nitent sinners the sentence so- 
lemnly pronounced against them 
by the month of his servant 
Moses, (Deut. xxviii. 15 to the 
end.) No one who believes that 
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over him, and let Satan stand at his right 
hand. 

6 When sentence is given upon him, let 
him be condemned; and let his prayer be 
turned into sin. 

7 Let his days be few, and let another take 
his office* 

8 Let his children be fatherless, and 'his 
wife a widow. 

9 Let his children be vagabonds, and beg 
their bread ; let them seek it also out of deso- 
late plac^. 

10 Let the extortioner consume all that he 
hath, and let the stranger spoil his labour. 

11 Let there be no man to pi^ him, nor to 
have compassion upon his fatherless children. 

12 Let his posterity be destroyed ; and in 



the Ood of all the earth will do 
right, needs scruple to use the 
inspired words of the Psalmist, 
if only he use them, not as his 
private wish and prayer, hot as 
a humble acknowledgment that 
** the wrath of Ood is revealed 
from heaven against all ungod- 
liness and unrighteousness of 
men." Rom. i. 18. We must 
remember that the divine jus- 
tice has lost none of its vigour 
under the new covenant, but 
that he who despises the far 
richer means of grace which is 
there offered, wiU suffer a far 
sorer punishment than he who 
was condemned under the law 
of Moses. Heb. z. 26, 27; 
zii. 26. 

Muler] rathor, perhaps, 
Judge. 

lei SatoH] Let an adversary 



and aconaer stand (as was the 
custom in a court of Justice) at 
his right hand. See Zech. iii. 1. 

6. WAt» senienee u pwen] 
When he is judged. 

7. I^ another take] This is 
quoted by St. Peter as prophe- 
tical of the traitor Judas. Acts 
i. 20. 

9—11. Let hit ekildren] It 
would seem as if the condition 
of the Jewish people, wanderers 
upon the face of the earth, and 
so often the victims of oppres- 
sion and injustice, were pro- 
phetically foreshewn in these 
verses. 

12. Let hi* potterUy, &c.] 
The Jdws, as a people and king- 
dom, were doomed to ruin 
and dispersitm. "Behold, your 
house is left unto you desolate." 
Matt ixiii. 38. 
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the next generation let his name be clean put 
out. 

13 Let the wickedness of his fathers be had 
in remembrance in the sight of the Lord ; and 
let not the sin of his mother be done away. 

14 Let them alway be before the Lord, that 
He may root out the memorial of them firom 
off the earth ; 

15 And that, because his mind was not to 
do good; but persecuted the poor helpless 
man that he might slay him that was vexed at 
the heart. 

16 His delight was in cursing, and it shall 
happen unto him : he loved not blessing, 
therefore shall it be far firom him. 

17 He clothed himself with cursing, like 
as with a raiment ; and it shall come into his 
bowels like water, and like oil into his bones. 

18 Let it be unto him as the cloke that he 
hath upon him, and as the girdle that he is 
alway girded withal. 

19 Let it thus happen from the Lord unto 
mine enemies, and to those that speak evil 
against my soul. 

20 But deal Thou with me, O Lord Qod, 
according unto thy Name; for sweet is thy 
mercy. 

21 O deliver me, for I am helpless and 
poor, and my heart is wounded within me. 



17. He dothid hinuelf, &c.] 
How fiearfully has the awfol 
imprecation, "His hk)od be 
on as and onr children,** de- 
scended npon the Jewish people, 
since their fathers cried out for 



the blood of Jesns I 

Like ¥>tUer-^ike oi/j that is. 
It shall aifect him not merely 
on the snrfaoe, bat penetrate 
into his inner frame. 
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22 I go hence like the shadow that de- 

Earteth, and am driven away as the grass- 
opper. 

23 My knees are weak through fasting; my 
flesh is dried up for want of fatness. 

24 I became also a reproach unto them : 
they that looked upon me shaked their heads. 

25 Help me, O Lord my God: O save me 
according to thy mercy ; 

26 And they shaU kiaow, how that this is 
thy hand, and that Thou, Lord, hast done it. 

27 Though they curse, yet bless Thou; and 
let them be confounded that rise up against 
me ; but let thy servant rejoice. 

28 Let mine adversaries be clothed with 
shame, and let them cover themselves with 
their own confusion, as with a cloke. 

29 As for me, I will give great thanks 
unto the Lord with my mouSi, and praise Him 
amongthe multitude ; 

30 For He shall stand at the right hand of 
the poor, to save his soul from unrighteous 
judges. 



22. The grtuahomr,'] The 
locust ; insects which are swept 
off in a moment, whole swarms 
of them together, by the wind. 
See £xod. x. 19. 

26. And they shall know, &c.] 
My enemies shall be taught 



that I owe my deliverance and 
safety to the jirotection of thy 
mijrhty hand. 

30. At the riffhi handy &c.] 
The Lord shall occupy the pkce 
of advocate or champion, at the 
right hand of the poor. 
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Morning.] FSALM CX. [Day 23. 

OHBIBT EXU/TED IN TRnJMFH OVER HIB ENEMIEB. 

Proper Psalm for Chruhnat Day. 

THE Lord said unto my Lord, " Sit Thou 
on my right hand, until I make thine 
enemies thy footstool." 

2 The Lord shall send the rod of thy power 
out of Sion : be Thou ruler, even in the midst 
amon^ thine enemies. 

3 In the day of thy power shall the peo- 
ple offer Thee &ee-will offerings with an holy 
worship : the dew of thy birth is of the womb 
of the morning. 



P». ex. — We know from our 
Lord's own words, (Matt. xxii. 
41-^45J that this Psalm was 
written DY David, and addressed 
to the Messiah. The Psalm 
consists of the divine decree 
constituting Jesus Christ the 
Son of Goa : 1, nniversal Sove- 
reign^ triamnhant over all his 
enemies; ana, 2, an everlasting 
Priest and Head of the Church. 

1. The lord said, &c.] God 
the Pather said to the everlast- 
ing Son^ho is Lord of all, yet 
Son of Bavid, because bom of 
his lineage according to the 
flesh. Rom. ix. 6. 

Sit thou on my right hand^ 
** He (the Messiah) must reign, 
till He (God the Father) hath 

Sut all enemies under his (the 
Iessiah's)feet." lCor.zv.25. 
%. The rod of thy power'] 
The emblem and instrument of 
victory and conquest. The uni- 
versal dominion of Christ was 
to proceed from Jerusalem as 
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a centre. ** Out of Zion shall 
go forth the law, and the word 
of the Lord from Jerusalem.'* 
Isaiah ii. 3. 

8. In the day of thy power"] 
In the day of battle; tne day 
when Thou goest forth against 
thine enemies. 

Free-wUc^erinyt] The peo- 
ple shall freely offer tnemsefves. 

With an holy worship:] In 
holy garments. The comba- 
tants here are the priests, ar- 
rayed in their sacred vestments, 
and carrying on a holy war, 
under the Messiah, their great 
High Priest, against the world 
and the devil. 

The dew of thy birth] The 
meaning seems to be this: Thy 
children shall equal in number 
and beauty the urops of morn- 
ing dew. The words are con- 
sidered by the Fathers and 
some modem commentators to 
refer to the Nativity of our 
Lord Himself. 



PSALM ex. 



DAT 2S. 



4 The Lord sware, and will not repent, 
" Thou art a Priest for ever after the order of 
Melchisedech." 

5 The Lord upon thy right hand shall 
wound even kings in the day of his wrath. 

6 He shall, judge among* the heathen; 
fie shall fill the places with the dead bodies ; 
and smite in sunder the heads over divers 
countries. 

7 He shall drink of the brook in the way ; 
therefore shall He lift up his head. 



4. The Lord noare,8LC.^ The 
Lord hath appointed, by a so- 
lemn and unalterable decree, his 
Son, Messiah, to be not only 
the universal King, but the 
everlasting Priest, who "ever 
Uveth to make intercession for 
vs." Bead Heb. chap. vii. By 
the law of Moses, the same per- 
son ooold not be both king and 
priest, bat Christ was foretold 
as filling both offices. "He 
shall be a priest upon liis 
throne.*' Zech. vi. 13. 

rif order of Melehisedwi.'] 
Not a priest of the tribe or 
Levi, to minister in a tempo- 
rary dispensation, and a church 
which was to pass away, but a 
priest after the type of one who 
IS recorded as having neither 
beginning nor ending ; that is, 
a priest abiding for ever ; our 
great High Priest, " who need- 
eth not daily, as those high 
priests, to offer up sacrifice. 



first for his own sins, and then 
for the people's; for this He 
did once, when He offered up 
Himself." Heb. vii. 27. 

6. Tke Lord t^o«» iky right 
iojtd] Messiah, seated on the 
right hand of the Migesty on 
high, shall in " the day of his 
wrath," which is the same aa 
*' the day of his power" at ver. 
S, smite down and destroy the 
mightiest kings and rulers that 
set themselves against Him. 
Aefer to Ps. ii. 

6. Shall judge among the 
heathen ;2 ShaU execute judg- 
ment upon the nations which 
resist Him. 

The heads] Chiefs or princes. 

7. He shaU dnnk] He shaU 
refresh Himself, — recruit his 
strength in his career of vic- 
tory, while hot in pursuit of 
his enemies, and so shall be 
triumphant and exalted over 
aU. 
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Psalm CXI. 

THE FAITHFULNESS OF JEHOVAH TO HIS COVENANT. 

Proper Psalm, for Easter Day, 

I WILL give thanks unto the Lord with 
my whole heart, secretly among the faith- 
ful, and in the congregation. 

2 The works of the Lord are great, sought 
out of all them that have pleasure therein. 

3 His work is worthy to be praised, and 
had in honour ; and his righteousness endureth 
for ever. 

4 The merciful and gracious Lord hath 
so done his marvellous works, that they ought 
to be had in remembrance. 

5 He hath given meat unto them that fear 
Him ; He shall ever be mindful of his covenant. 

6 He hath shewed his people the power of 
his works, that He may give them the heritage 
of the heathen. 

7 The works of his hands are verity and 
judgment : all his commandments are true. 



Fs. CXI. seems designed to 
strengthen the trust of the Is- 
raelites in God's promises, by 
reminding them of his mighty 
works on their behtdf in the 
old time: the manna in the 
vnldemess, (5) ; the inheritance 
of Canaan, (6) ; and the return 
' from captivity, (0.) 

2. Soughi oui of all them, 
&c.] Works which are the ob- 
jects of interest, study, and con 



templation, to all who take de- | and bless them. 
2^ 



light in them. 

4>. Hath 90 done^ &c/1 Hath 
made a memorial for Himself 
in his marvellous works. 

7- Ht9 commandments] When 
God commissioned his people to 
execute his judgments upon the 
Canaanites, or in any otner way 
to be the instruments of his 
will, they mieht proceed to 
fulfil them, in full confidence of 
his being with them to uphold 



PSALM CXIL 



Dat 28. 



8 They stand fast for ever and ever, and 
are done in truth and equity. 

9 He sent redemption unto his people ; He 
hath commanded his covenant for ever : holy 
and reverend is his Name. 

10 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
wisdom : a good understanding have all they 
that do thereafter ; the praise of it enduretn 
for ever. 

Psalm CXII. 

THE BLESSEDNESS OF THE G0DL7 MAN. 

BLESSED is the man that feareth the 
Lord : he hath great delight in his com- 
mandments. 

2 His seed shall be mighty upon earth : the 
generation of the faithful shall be blessed. 

3 Riches and plenteousness shall be in his 
house, and his righteousness endureth for ever. 

4 Unto the godly there ariseth up light 
in the darkness : he is merciful, loving, and 
righteous. 

5 A good man is merciful, and lendeth, and 
will guide his words with discretion. 

6 For he shall never be moved ; and the 
righteous shall be had in everlasting remem- 
brance. 

7 He will not be afraid of any evil tidings ; 



10. The praise of if] "His 
praise endnreth for ever.*' 

CXn._2. Hi* seed] His 
famify. 

6. A good man, &o.] Blessed 



is the man who is compassionate 
and lendeth. 

And wiU auide] ** He will 
gaide his afnirs with discre- 
tion," 
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PSALM CXIIL 



for his heart standeth &8t, aad believeth in 
the Lord. 

8 His heart is established, and will not 
shrink, until he see his desire upon his enemies. 

9 He hath dispersed abroad, and given to 
the poor ; and his righteousness remaineth for 
ever : his horn shall be exalted with honour. 

10 The ungodly shall see it, and it shall 
grieve him ; he shall gnash with his teeth, and 
consume away: the desire of the ungodly 
shall perish. 



Psalm CXm. 

OOD's POWEB and CONDBSOBITBION. 

Proper Psalm for faster Day, 

PRAISE the Lord, ye servants ; O praise 
the Name of the Lord. 

2 Blessed be the Name of the Lord, from 
this time forth for evermore. 

3 The Lord's Name is praised, from the 



8. Until he see] He waiteth 
withont fear, till ne witnesses 
the overthrow of his enemies. 

9. His horn] His might and 
renown. 

10. Shidl gnash with his 
teeth,] A picture of the rage 
and mortification of the ungodly 
at the prosperity of the right- 
eous. 

I%e desire of the nnffodly] 
The object of bis desire ; that 
on which he had set his heart. 
" The expectation of the wicked 
shall pexish." Frov. x. 28. 

Psalms cxni.— cxvm. 



make up the greater Hallel (or 
Office of Praise) sung at the 
great annual festivals of the 
Jews. It is commonly supposed 
to have been a portion of these 
Psalms that our Saviour and 
his disciples sang after the Pass- 
over and Last Supper. Matt, 
xxvi. SO. Mark xiv. 26. 

1. re servants;] "Praise, 
O ye servants of the Lord, 
praise the name of the Lord." 
The "servants'* of the Lord 
are the righteous men who fear 
and serve Him. 

S. Is praised,] *< Is to be 
praised," or praised be the name 
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rising up of the sun unto the going down of 
the same. 

4 The Lord is high above all heathen, and 
his gloiy above the heavens. 

6 Who is like unto the Lord our Grod, that 
hath his dwelling so high, and jet humbleth 
Himself to behold the things that are in 
heaven and earth ? 

6 He taketh up the simple out of the dust, 
and lifteth the poor out of the mire ; 

7 That He may set him with the princes, 
even with the princes of his people. 

8 He maketh the barren woman to keep 
house, and to be a joyfiil mother of children. 



Evening.] PSALM CXIV. [Doy 28. 

Israel's HiBAcnxLous deuyerance from egtft. 

Proper Pmlmfor Easter Day. 

WHEN Israel came out of Egypt, and 
the house of Jacob from among the 
strange people, 



of the Lord^from east to west ; 
that is, from one end of the 
world to the other. 

4. JU keatken,} "AU na- 
tions." 

7. May set Aim] Make him 
sit as eqnal and companion. 

8. MaJteik the barren woman] 
Allusion Ib made to God's gift 
of a son to Hannah, from whose 
song of thanksgiving yerses 6 
and 7 are taken. 1 ^m. ii. 18. 
He maketh the barren mistress 
of the house to dwell as a joyfhl 
mother of children. 

Fs. CXIV.— This Fsahn may 



be re|^rded as a call apon the 
Israebtes, and therefore upon 
the Church at all times, to hold 
fast their trust in God ; howcTcr 
discouraging particular seasons 
and circumstances may be ; by 
remembering the miracles and 
mighty works by which He 
rescued their fathers from Egypt, 
brought them in safety through 
the vnldemess, and finally plant- 
ed them in the land whicn He 
had promised to Abraham about 
four hundred years before. 

1. The strange people^ **A 
people of strange language." 
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DAT 2$. 



PSALM cry. 



2 Judali was his sanctaaiy, and Israel his 
dominioiL 

3 The sea saw that, and fled ; Jordan was 
driven back. 

4 The monntains skipped like rams, and 
the little hills like young sheep. 

5 What aileth thee, thou sea, that thou 
fleddest; and thou Jordan, that thou wast 
driven back? 

6 Ye mountains, that ye skipped like rams; 
and ye Uttle hills, like young sheep? 

7 Tremble, thou earth, at the presence of 
the Lord, at the presence of the Goa of Jacob ; 

8 Who turned the hard rock into a standing 
water, and the flint-stone into a springing 
well. 

Psalm CXV. 

THE OOD OV IBBAEL AND THE GODS OF THE HEATHEK. 

NOT unto US, O Lord, not unto us, but 
unto thy Name give the praise, for thy 
loving mercy, and for thy truth s sake. 



2. Judah teas his tanduary^ 
Jndsh here represents the whole 
people, among whom God con- 
aesoended to dwril, » in his 
sanctnsrj. 

8. The tea tmo that^ &c.] 
The Red Sea and the river Jor- 
dan acknowledged the presence 
of their Creator, and divided, to 
make a way for his chosen peo- 

5 le to pass over. £zod.xiv.21; 
osh. lii. 17. 

4. The mounUnnt ikippedf 
&o.] When Jehovah descended 
in ire on Monnt Sinai, **the 
whole monnt trembled greatly." 
£zod. xix. 18. In the song of 

S86 



Deborah, (Jodges v. 4^) it is 
said, " Lord, when Thou went- 
est ont of Seir, when Thoa 
marchedst ont of the field of 
Edom, the earth trembled, and 
the heavens dropped.** 

7. Whaiaile(kiiee,9uL] In 
the bold language of poetiy 
the sea and the mountains are 
invited to confess the supreme 
power of God over them. 

8. WkotumedM-'] Bcferto 
Exod. xvii. 6 ; Numb. xx. 11. 



CXV.~1. Oif>e iiepraue,'] 
** Give glory.** God is caUed 
upon to make an open mani- 



PSALM CXV. Day 28. 



2 Wherefore shall the heathen say, " Where 
is now their God ? " 

3 As for our Grod, He is in heaven ; He 
hath done whatsoever pleased Him. 

4 Their idols are silver and gold, even the 
work of men's hands. 

6 They have mouths, and speak not ; eyes 
have they, and see not. 

6 They have ears, and hear not; noses 
have they, and smell not. 

7 They have hands, and handle not ; feet 
have they, and walk not ; neither speak they 
throiigh their throat. 

8 They that make them are like unto them, 
and so are all such as put their trust in them. 

9 But thou, house of Israel, trust thou in 
the Lord ; He is their succour and defence. 

10 Ye house of Aaron, put your trust in 
the Lord ; He is their helper and defender. 

11 Ye that fear the Lord, put your trust in 
the Lord ; He is their helper and defender. 

12 The Lord hath been mindful of us, and 
He shall bless us; even He shall bless the 
house of Israel, He shall bless the house of 
Aaron. 



festation of his power and glory ; 
not, however, for the sake of 
tiie people, who didjiot deserve 
his faToar, but for his own 
Name's sake. 

2. Wherefore shalf] This 
question is repeated from Fs. 
bodx. 10. While the Israelites 
were in trouble and adversity, 
the heathen wooldask, in scorn 
and derision, where was the 
God in whom they trusted for 



victory and deliverance. 

8. As f&r our God,'] The 
answer is, The God of Israel is 
in heaven, exalted far above all 
in place and power. 

4. Their idols] The contrast 
follows of the heathen deities, 
gods of wood or stone, the 
work of men's hands ; deaf and 
dumb, sightless and motionless 
idols. 
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PSALM CXVL 



13 He shall bless them that fekr the Lord, 
both small and great. 

14 The Lord shall increase yon more and 
more, you and yonr children. 

15 Ye are the blessed of the Lord, who 
made heaven and earth. 

16 All the whole heavens are the Lord's : 
the earth hath He given to the children of men. 

17 The dead praise not Thee, O Lord; 
neither all they that go down into silence. 

18 But we will praise the Lord, from this 
time forth for evermore. Praise the Lord. 



M'ommff,'] 



Psalm CXVI. 



[Day 24. 



THE INDIYIDUAL BELIEYEB S THANKSGIYING FOB MEBCIES. 

I AM well pleased that the Lord hath heard 
the voice of my prayer ; 

2 That He hath mclined his ear unto me : 
therefore will I call upon Him aa long as I 
live. 

3 The snares of death compassed me round 
about, and the pains of hell gat hold upon me. 



16. The earth hath He g%ven\ 
Jehovali hath chosen the hea- 
vens for his glorious ahode, and 
in his goodness hath created the 
earth for man, who is therefore 
required to bless and praise Him 
in it. 

17. The dead praise uof\ 
The connexion seems to be 
this : Gk>d requires j^raise upon 
earth, as wcul as in heaven. 
He will not therefore suffer his 
servants, who are ready to 
offer it, to be extirpated by 
their enemies, but will preserve 



I 



a remnant to serve Him. Com- 
pare Ps. cxviii. 17. 

Ps. CXVI. — Thii Psalm, 
which seems to (spress the 
overflowing gratitude of the 
Psidmist, or other individual 
believer, for some signal mercy 
or deliverance, is used in our 
Church in the "Thanksgiving 
of Women after Child-birth.'* 

8. The pain* of kell] The 
bands of the grave. See Pi. 
xviii. 4. 
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4 I shall find trouble and heaviness, and 
I will call upon the Name of the Lord : " O 
Lord, I beseech Thee, deliver my soul." 

5 Gracious is the Lord, and righteous; yea, 
our God is merciftil. 

6 The Lord preserveth the simple : I was 
in misery, and He helped me. 

7 Turn again then unto thy rest, O my 
soul, for the Lord hath rewarded thee. 

8 And why ? Thou hast delivered my soul 
from death, mine eyes from tears, and my feet 
from falling. 

9 I will walk before the Lord in the land 
of the living. 

10 I believed, and therefore will I speak ; 
but I was sore troubled : I said in my taste, 
" All men are liars." 

11 What reward shall I give unto the Lord, 
for all the benefits that He hath done unto me? 

12 I will receive the cup of salvation, and 
call upon the Name of the Lord. 



4. I shaU Jind] ** I found 
tronble and lorrow, then called 
I upon the name of the Lord." 

7. Satk rewarded thee!] 
Hath dealt boiintifally with 
thee. 

10. Therefore *DiU I tpeai i] 
" Therefore nave I spoken." I 
believed in Gk>d's promises, and 
therefore I offered up my prayer 
nnto Him. 

/ eaid in my haste^"] In my 
trepidation and flight I said, No 
eonfidence can Im reposed in 
man ; God alone is to be tmsted. 
"It is better to trust in the 
Lord than to put an^ confidence 
in man." Ps. cxviii. 8. 



11. fThai reward] "What 
shall I render nnto the Lord P " 
What return shall I make to 
God, for the mercies which He 
has vouchsafed to me P 

12. ITie cup of sahation^] 
Allusion is probably made to a 
practice among the Jews of 
taking, at their feasts, a cup of 
wine, and solemnly acknow- 
ledging, with thanksgiving, any 
special mercy which they had 
received. It seems- to have been 
in observance of this custom 
that our Lord "took the cup 
and gave thanks/' at the last 
celebration of the Passover, 
Luke xxii. 17. At all events 
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PSALM CXVII. 



13 1 will pay my vows now in the presence 
of all his people : right dear in the sight of 
the Lord is the death of his saints. 

14 Behold, O Lord, how that I am thy 
servant : I am thy servant, and the son of thine 
handmaid; Thou hast broken my bonds in 
sunder. 

15 I will oflFer to Thee the sacrifice of 
thanksgiving, and will call upon the Name of 
the Lord. 

16 I will pay my vows unto the Lord, in 
the sight of all his people, in the courts of the 
Lord's house, even in the midst of thee, O 
Jerusalem. Praise the Lord. 



Psalm CXVII. 

A CALL UPON THE HEATHEN TO PRAISE JEHOVAH. 

PRAISE the Lord, all ye heathen; 
praise Him, all ye nations. 
2 For his merciftJ kindness is ever more 
and more towards us, and the truth of the 
Lord enduxeth for ever. Praise the Lord. 



the cup of Holy Commnnioii 
is the appropriate thank-offer- 
ing, jor IjacWist, of Christ- 
ians. 

13> My vow9^ The vows 
which I made in danger or 
sickness. 

^M dear, &c.] God sets 
such value on the life of his 
servants, that He will not aban- 
don them to their enemies, nor 



suffer them to be cut off before 
their time. Fs. Ixsii. 14. 

Ps. CXVn. is regarded by 
some as a doxology, and may, 
perhaps, have been used at the 
close of the Temple service. The 
first verse is quoted by St. Paul, 
(Rom. ^. 11,) as an intimation 
of Gk>d*s purpose to bring the 
Gentiles into the Churoh. 
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Psalm CXVIII. 

A BONO OF NATIONAL THANKSGIVING. 

Proper Psalm for Easter Day. 

OGIVE thanks unto the Lord, for He is 
gracious, because his mercy endureth 
for ever. 

2 Let Israel now confess, that He is gracious, 
and that his mercy endureth for ever. 

3 Let the house of Aaron now confess, 
that his mercy endureth for ever. 

4 Yea, let them now that fear the Lord 
confess, that his mercy endureth for ever. 

5 I called upon the Lord in trouble, and 
the Lord heard me at large. 

6 The Lord is on my side, I will not fear 
what man doeth unto me. 

7 The Lord taketh my part with them that 
help me, therefore shall 1 see my desire upon 
mine enemies. 



Ps. CXVIII. appenn to salt 
almost equally the time when 
David was anointed king over 
Israel at Hebron (2 Sam. v.), 
and the period of deliverance 
from the Bahylonish captivity. 
It is, indeed, a most appropriate 
Psalm of thanksgiving on va- 
rions occasions. Lather's words 
are too remarkable not to be 
quoted : ** This is my Psalm, 
the one which I love. Although 
the whole Psalter, and. indeed, 
the whole Sacred Volume, is 
dear to me, as that which is my 
only consolation and my life, 
yet I am particularly pleased 



with this Psalm ; so that it must 
be called and must be mine, for 
it has often ^rved me well, and 
has helped roe out of many great 
troubles." 

1. His mercy endureth for 
ever.'] ** And they sang together 
by course in praising and giving 
thanks unto the Lord, because 
He is good, for his mercy en- 
dureth for ever toward Israel." 
Ezra iii. II. 

5. Heard me ailarge.'] **The 
Lord answered me, and set me 
in a large place ;" i.e. delivered 
me from my strait, or difficulty. 
See Ps. xviii. 19. 
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8 It is better to trust in the Lord, than to 
put any confidence in man. 

9 It is better to trust in the Lord, than to 
put any confidence in princes. 

10 All nations compassed me round about, 
but in the Name of the Lord will I destroy 
them. 

11 They kept me in on every side, they 
kept me in, I say, on every side ; but in the 
Name of the Lord will I oestroy them. 

12 They came about me like bees, and are 
extinct even as the fire among the thorns; for 
in the Name of the Lord I will destroy them. 

13 Thou hast thrust sore at me, that I 
might fall, but the Lord was my help. 

14 The Lord is my strength, and my song, 
and is become my salvation. 

15 The voice of joy and health is in the 
dwellings of the righteous, the right hand of 
the Lord bringeth mighty things to pass. 

16 The ri^t hana of the Lord nath the 
pre-eminence, the right hand of the Lord 
bringeth mighty things to pass. 

17 1 shall not die, but live, and declare the 
works of the Lord. 

18 The Lord hath chastened and corrected 
me, but He hath not given me over unto 
death. 



10. JU natiiffu] AU the 
heathen nationB roond about 
encompassed me. 

In the name of the Lord] 
By the power ana anthorify of 
Jahovalu 

12. Jre exUnef] Are extin- 
gnished as rapidly as a blase of 

24» 



fire among thonis. 

13. Thou^ The Psalmist here 
addresees his enemy. 

14. My tong^ The sabjeet 
of my praise. 

16. Pre-emineHee^ the snpe* 
riority and role over others. 
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19 Open me the gates of righteousness, 
that I may so into them, and give thanks 
imto the Lord. 

20 This is the ^te of the Lord, the 
righteous shall enter mto it. 

21 I will thank Thee, for Thou hast heard 
me, and art become my salvation* 

22 The same stone which the builders 
refused, is become the head-stone in the 
comer. 

23 This is the Lord's doing, and it is 
marvellous in our eyes, 

24 This is the day which the Lord hath 
made, we will rejoice and be glad in it. 

25 Help me now, O Lord; O Lord, send us 
now prosperity. 

26 Blessed be he that cometh in the Name 
of the Lord, we have wished you good luck, 
ye that are of the house of the Lord. 

27 God is the Lord who hath shewed us 
light ; bind the sacrifice with cords, yea, even 
unto the horns of the altar. , 



19. The gates of righteotu- 
««f J,] The gates of the Lord's 
saDctnary. 

22. The time stone'] This 
passage is claimed by our Lord 
as applicable to Hirosdf. Matt, 
xxi. 42 ; Mark xii. 10 ; Luke 
XX. 17. It is qnoted also in the 
same sense by St. Peter, (Acts 
iv. 11; 1 Pet. ii. 7,) and by 
St. Paul. (Ephes. ii. 20.) 

24. The day which the Lord 
hath made,'] The day of the 
celebration of Israel's triumph, 
and, to ns, the day of oar Lord's 
triumph over the grave. 



26. Hei^ me now,] Here, and 
in verse 2tt, we have the words 
used by the multitudes who wel- 
comed our Lord into Jerusalem ; 
for ** Hosanna" signifies. Help 
us now — save us— send us pro- 
sperity. Matt. xxi. 0. 

27. Haih shewed tts Uffhi;] 
Hath shone upon us, and hath 
lifted up the light of his coun- 
tenance upon us, during our 
night of darkness and misery. 

Bind the saerijlee] F&sten to 
the horns of the altar the victim 
whose blood is to be sprinkled 
upon it. 
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PSALM CXIX. 



28 Thou axt my God, and I will thank 
Thee ; Thou art my God, and I will praise 
Thee. 

29 O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is 
gracious, and his mercy endureth for ever. 



Evening.] PsALM CXIX. 

THE EXCELLENCY OF GOD*B WORD. 



[Day 24. 



ALEPH. 



BLESSED are those that are imdefiled in 
the way, and walk in the law of the 
Lord. 

2 Blessed are they that keep his testimonies, 
and seek Him with their whole heart. 

3 For they who do no wickedness walk in 
his ways. 

4 Thou hast charged, that we shall dili- 
gently keep thy commandments. 

5 that my ways were made so direct, 
that I might keep thy statutes ! 



P». CXIX.— The subject of 
thJB PmIiii, from beginninfi; to 
end, is the excellency of God's 
Word; the blessedBess of those 
who observe, and the misery of 
those who disregard it. The 
Word of Ood is spoken of nnder 
Tarious terms, as Law, Testimo- 
nies, Commandments, Statutes, 
Precepts, Judgments, Ordi- 
nanceSjCeremonies, Truth, Way, 
Righteousness; and one or 
other of these terms is fonnd 
in every verse, except the 122d. 
The Psalm is divided into 
twenty-two equal portions, that 



being the number of letters 
in the Hebrew alphabet. To 
each portion its own letter is 
prefixed, and every verse in 
that portion commences with 
that same letter. 

1. Vndefiled in the way,] 
Upright in their course. 

3. For they who do, &c.] 
" They alro do no iniquity ; 
they walk in his ways.'* 

4. Thou haH charged] " Thou 
hast commanded us to keep thy 
precepts diligently.*' 

6. Made to dtreei,"] Were ao 
fixed and decided. 
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6 So shall I not be confounded, while I 
have respect unto all thy commandments. 

7 I will thank Thee with an unfeigned 
heart, when I shall have learned the judgments 
of thy righteousness. 

8 I will keep thy ceremonies; O forsake 
me not utterly. 

BETH. 

XTTHEREWITHAL shaU a young man 
T T cleanse his way? even by ruling him- 
self after thy word. 

10 With my whole heart have I sought 
Thee; O let me not go wrong out of thy 
commandments. 

11 Thy words have I hid within my heart, 
that I should not sin against Thee. 

12 Blessed art Thou, O Lord; teach me 
thy statutes. 

13 With my lips have I been telling of all 
the judgments of thy mouth. 

14 I have had as great delight in the way 
of thy testimonies, as in all manner of riches. 

15 I will talk of thy commandments, and 
have respect unto thy ways. 

16 My delight shall be in thy statutes, and 
I will not forget thy word. 



7. The judgments of thy right- 
eousness?^ " Thy righteous judg- 
ments.'* 

8. Thy ceremonies:'] "Thy 
statutes." The laws and ordi- 



nances which Thon hast de- 
creed 

15*/fw//tett,&c.] "IwiU 
meditate in thy precepts.*' 
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GIMEL. 

ODO well imto thy servant, that I may- 
live, and keep thy word. 

18 Open Thou mine eyes, that I may see 
the wondrous things of thy law. 

19 I am a stranger upon earth; O hide not 
thy commandments from me. 

20 My soul breaketh out for the very 
fervent desire that it hath alway unto thy 
judgments. ^ 

21 Thou hast rebuked the proud ; and cursed 
are they that do err from thy commandments. 

22 turn from me shame and rebuke, for 
I have kept thy testimonies. 

23 Princes also did sit and speak against 
me, but thy servant is occupied in thy statutes. 

24 For thy testimonies are my delight, and 
my counsell(»& 



DALETH. 



MY soul cleaveth to the dust ; O quicken 
Thou me, according to thy word, 

26 I have acknowledged my ways, and 
Thou heardest me ; teach me thy statutes. 

27 Make me to understand the way of thy 



20. My soul breaketh ouf] 
My spirit is broken and ex- 
hausted, &c. 

21. T%ou hasi rebuked, kc.l 
Thoa hast rebuked the prou^ 
the accursed ones, who wander 
from thy commandments. 

26. My toul cleavetK\ I am 
bowed down to the earth bv 
trouble and heaviness of soul. 



See Fs. xliv. 26. The reader 
will call to mind the words of 
our Lord, " My soul is exceeding 
sorrowful, even onto death." 
Matt. xxvi. 38. 

36. Have aeknowledyed my 
wtyst"] I have made confession 
of my tronbles, wants, and pur- 
poses. 
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PSALM CXIX. DAT 25. 



commandments, and so shall I talk of thy 
wondrous works. 

28 My soul melteth away for very heaviness ; 
comfort Thou me according tmto thy word. 

29 Take from me the way of lying, and 
cause Thou me to make much of thy law. 

dO I have chosen the way of truth, and 
thy judgments have I laid before me. 

31 I have stuck unto thy testimonies ; O 
Lord, confound me not. 

32 I will run the way of thy commandments, 
when Thou hast set my heart at liberty. 

Mommg.'} HE. [Day 26. 

TEACH me, O Lord, the way of thv 
statutes, and I shall keep it unto the ena« 

34 Give me understandmg, and I shall 
keep thy law ; yea, I shall keep it with my 
whole heart. 

35 Make me to go in the path of thy com* 
mandments, for therein is my desire. 

36 Licline my heart unto thy testimonies, 
and not to covetousness. 

37 O turn away mine eyes, lest they behold 
vanity ; and quicKen Thou me in thy way. 

38 O stablish thy word in thy servant, 
that I may fear Thee. 



20. The way of fywyj The 
fabebood and treachery of the 
wicked is contrasted with " the 
way of troth/' (Terse 30,) that 
is, with a fiidthfiil adherence to 
Clod's commandments. 

82. Sei my keari at liberty:] 
When Thou hast giyen enlarge- 



ment and freedom to mv heart 
by filiinv it with the Iotc of 
thy tmth and righteousness. 
John viii. 82. 

37. Behold mtnUy/] Become 
fascinated by the false and hol- 
low ways of the world. 
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Day 25. 



PSALM CXIX. 



39 Take away the rebuke that I am afraid 
of, for thy judgments are good. 

40 Benold, my delight is in thy command- 
ments ; O quicken me in thy righteousness. 

VAU. 

LET thy loving mercy come also unto 
me, Lord, even thy salvation, according 
unto thy word. 

42 So shall I make answer unto my blas- 
phemers ; for my trust is in thy word. 

43 O take not the word of thy truth 
utterly out of my mouth, for my hope is in 
thy judgments. 

44 So shall I alway keep thy law ; yea, for 
ever and ever. 

45 And I will walk at liberty ; for I seek 
thy commandments. 

46 I will speak of thy testimonies also, 
even before kings, and will not be ashamed. 

47 And my delight shall be in thy com- 
mandments, which I have loved. 

48 My hands also will I lift up unto thy 



89. Take away^ the rebuke^ 
&c.] Turn away from me the 
shame and sin of forsaking thy 
law, which is jnat and holy. 

42. My bkuphemert ;"] Those 
who reproach me; to whom 
the manifest tokens of God's 
favonr and regard to me will 
be the moot condasive answer. 

48. The word of thy tnUh^ 
Deprive me not of the power 
of answering my accusers by 
appealing to the fulfilment of 
thy promises. 

46. Walk at iiberty /] Will 
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serve Thee freely, without re- 
straint or hindrance. In the 
"Collect for Peace" God's ser- 
vice is characterised as "per- 
fect freedom." *' Ye shall know 
the truth, and the truth shall 
make you free." John viii, 82. 

46. Even before kingt^ " Ye 
shall be brought before rulers 
and kings for my sake, for a 
testimony against them." Mark 
xiii. 0. 

48. My hands aiso, &c.] i.e. 
in solemnattestationof sincerity, 
and steadfastness of purpose. 



PSALM CXIX. DAT 25. 



commandments, which I have loved, and my 
study shall be in thy statutes. 

ZAIN. 

O THINK upon thy servant, as concern- 
ing thy word, wherein Thou hast caused 
me to put my trust. 

50 The same is my comfort in my trouble ; 
for thy word hath quickened me. 

51 The proud have had me exceedingly in 
derision; yet have I not shrinked from thy 
law. 

52 For I remembered thine everlasting 
judgments, O Lord, and received comfort. 

53 I am horribly afraid, for the ungodly 
that forsake thy law. 

54 Thy statutes have been my songs in 
the house of my pilgrimage. 

55 I have thought upon thy Name, Lord, 
in the night-season, and have kept thy law. 

66 This I had, because I kept tny com- 
mandments. 

CHETH. 

THOU art my portion, O Lord ; I have 
promised to keep thy law. 
58 I made my humble petition in thy pre- 



49. think upon, he.'] "Re- 
member thy word" {i.e. thy 
promise) *'anto thy servant." 

61. Skrinied] Swerved, or 
drawn back from. 

62. EverUuiing jvdgmmU^ 
"ThyjndgmentoofoLl." 

63. Horribly ^aid,'] I trem- 



ble to think of the judgments 
which the wicked are provoking. 

6Q: TkU I had,'] I was sen- 
sible of this comfort and satis- 
faction. 

67. Myportum,'\ "The Lord 
Himself ix the portion of my 
inheritance." Ps. xvi. 6. 

— 



DAT 35. PSALM CXIX. 



senoe with my whole heart; O be menafal 
unto me, acoording to thy word. 

59 I called mine own ways to lemembiance, 
and tamed my feet unto thy testimonies. 

60 I made haste, and prolonged not the 
time, to keep thy eommandments. 

61 The congregations of the nngodly have 
robbed me, bnt I have not forgotten thy law. 

62 At midnight I will rise to give thanks 
unto Thee, because of thy righteous jadg- 
ments. 

63 I am a companion of all them that fear 
Thee, and keep thy commandments. 

64 The earth, Lord, is fall of thy mercy 
O teach me thy statutes. 

TETH, 

OLOBD, Thou hast dealt gracioasly with 
thy servant, according unto thy word. 

66 O learn me true understanding and 
knowledge, for I have believed thy command- 
ments. 

67 Before I was troubled, I went wrong, 
but now have I kept thy word. 

68 Thou art good and gracious; O teach 
me thy statutes. 

69 The proud have imagined a lie against 
me, but 1 will keep thy commandments with 
my whole heart. 



60. Prolong nai, &&] De- 
layed not. 

61. The con^ffoHofu]** The 
bands of the wicked.*^ The 
meaning Mema rather to be, 
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The snares of the wieked sur- 
round me. 

69. ImofiMed] Invented or 
forged. 



PSALH CXIX. 



DAT 25. 



70 Their heart is as &t as brawn, but my 
delight hath been in thy law. 

71 It is good for me that I have been in 
trouble, that I may learn thy statutes. 

72 The law of thy mouth is dearer unto 
me than thousands of gold and silver. 



£vening,1 



JOD. 



[Ikif 25. 



THY hands have made me and fashioned 
me : O give me understanding, that I may 
learn thy commandments. 

74 They that fear Thee will be glad when 
they see me, because I have put my trust in 
thy word. / 

75 I know, O Lord, that thy judgments 
are right, and that Thou of very faithfalness 
hast caused me to be troubled. 

*76 O let thy merciful kindness be my com- 
fort, according to thy word unto thy servant. 

77 O let thy loving mercies come unto me, 
that I may live, for thy law is my delight. 

78 Let the proud be confounded, for they 
go wickedly about to destroy me; but I will 
be occupied in thy commandments. 

79 Let such as fear Thee, and have known 
thy testimonies, be turned unto me. 

80 O let my heart be sound in thy statutes, 
that I be not ashamed. 



70. Mfai as brawn,'] Their 
heart has oeeome groM and doll 
throaffh exoets ; they are, as the 
apostk says, ** camaL" 

75. C^v^faiiAfulne*9\ThovL 
hast sent trouble and afluction, 



with the merciful intent of 
awakraiinf( and saving me. 

79. Be turned unio me.] Join 
themselves to me, and follow 
the same course Uiat I have 
chosen. 
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Day 25. 



PSALM CXIX. 



CAPH. 

MY soul hath longed for thy salvation, 
and I have a good hope because of thy 
word. • 

82 Mine eyes long sore for thy word, 
saying, O when wilt Thou comfort me ? 

83 For I am become like a bottle in the 
smoke ; yet do I not forget thy statutes. 

84* How many are the days of thy servant? 
when wilt Thou be avenged of them that 
persecute me ? 

85 The proud have digged pits for me, 
which are not after thy law. 

86 All thy commandments are true : they 
persecute me falsely ; O be Thou my help. 

87 They had almost made an end of me 
upon earth ; but I forsook not thy command- 
ments. 

88 O quicken me after thy loving-kindness; 
and so shall I keep the testimonies of thy 
mouth, 

LAMED. 

LOED, thy word endureth for ever in 
heaven. 



o 



83. A botlle in the gmoke/] 
Bottles to hold water or wine 
were made of skins, and these 
leathern bottles, when hang up 
in the tents, were apt to be- 
come dry and shrivelled by the 
heat and smoke. Such is the 
figure by which the Psalmist 
represents his own fainting and 
exhausted spirit. 

84. How many^ &c.] The 
Psalmist implores speedy help, 



in consideration of the shortness 
of life. How long have I to 
live, that Thou shonldst defer 
my deliveranoe so long P 

86. Jfhich are not €^ter\ 
Which are opposed to, and in 
defiance of, thy law. 

89. Forever in heaven.'] Thy 
word is fixed and established as 
firmly and immovably as the 
material universe. See Jer. 
xxxi. 36, 36. 
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Day 25. 



90 Thy truth also remaineth from one 
generation to another; Thou hast laid the 
foundation of the earth, and it abideth. 

91 They continue this day according to 
thine ordinance ; for all things serve Thee. 

92 If my delight had not been in thy law, 
I should have perished in my trouble. 

93 I will never forget thy commandments, 
for with them Thou hast quickened me. 

94 I am thine, O save me ; for I' have 
sought thy commandments. 

95 The ungodly laid wait for me to destroy 
me ; but I will consider thy testimonies. 

96 I see that all things come to an end ; 
but thy commandment is exceeding broad. 

MEM. 

LORD, what love have I unto thy law! 
all the day long is my study in it. 

98 Thou through thy commandments hast 
made me wiser than mine enemies ; for they 
are ever with me. 

99 I have more understanding than my 
teachers ; for thy testimonies are my study. 

100 I am wiser than the aged, because I 
keep thy commandments. 

101 I have refrained my feet from every 
evil way, that I may keep thy word. 



91. They] The heavens and 
the earth. 

96. I tee thai €Jl ihinfft] 
" I have seen an end of all per- 
fection." All the works of man, 
however seemingly perfect, have 



their end; hnt the word and 
law of God are based on a foun- 
dation that cannot be moved. 

98. They are ever vntk me."] 
Thy commandments are my 
Mrer-present inatmctors. 
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Day 26. PSALM CXIX. 



102 I have not shrank from thy judg- 
ments ; for Thou tea^hest me. 

103 how sweet are thy words nnto my 
throat! yea, sweeter than honey nnto my 

mouth. 

104 Through thy commandments I get 
understanding, therefore I hate all evil ways. 

Mommg.] NUN. [^y 26. 

THY word is a lantern unto my feet, and 
a light unto my paths. 

106 I have sworn, and am stedfastly pur- 
posed, to keep thy righteous judgments. ^ 

107 I am troubled above measure : quicken 
me, O Lord, according to thy word. 

108 Let the free-will offerings of my mouth 
please Thee, O Lord; and teach me thy 
judgments. 

109 My soul is alway in my hand ; yet do 
I not forget thy law. 

110 The ungodly have laid a snare for me ; 
but yet I swerved not from thy command- 
ments. . T 1 • J 

111 Thy testimonies have 1 claimed as 
mine heritage for ever; and why? they are 
the very joy of my heart. 

112 1 have applied my heart to ftdfil thy 
statutes alway, even unto the end. 



108. Th^ free-will of grinds] 
Be pleased to accept my wilhng 
prayers, praises, and thankagiv- 

109. Mysmdii altoay tn my 
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hand/] My life is in dan^ 
every moment. The expression 
occurs, Judges xii. 3; I Sam. 
xix. 5 ; Job xiii. 14. 



PSALM CXIX. 



DAT 26. 



SAMECH. 

I HATE them that imagine evil things; 
but thy law do I love. 

114 Thou art mj defence and shield, and 
my trust is in thy word. 

115 Away from me, ye wicked; I will 
keep the commandments of my Grod. 

116 stablish me according to thy word, 
that I may live; and let me not be dis- 
appointed of my hope. 

117 Hold Thou me up, and I shall be safe ; 
yea, my delight shall be ever in thy statutes. 

118 Thou hast trodden down all them that 
depart from thy statutes; for they imagine 
but deceit. 

119 Thou puttest away all the ungodly of 
the earth like dross; therefore I love thy 
testimonies. 

120 My flesh trembleth for fear of Thee, 
and I am afraid of thy judgments. 

AIN. 

IDEAL with the thing that is lawful and 
right; O give me not over unto mine 
oppressors. 



''I hate vain 
may mean, I 



113. I hate-] 
thoHghts." It 

hate donble-minded men ; or, I 
hate diyided, unsettled connsels. 

119. Therefore I kwel that 
is, I love thy word and law as 
just and impartial, becaose Thou 
dost pat away the ungodly, even 
as the alloy is separated from 



the pure metal, by the action of 
fire. 

120. Thy judgmetUs.] The 
judgments wMch I see fdling 
upon the ungodly. 

121. I deal with the thing, 
&c.] I practise justice and right- 
eousness. 
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122 Make Thou thy servant to delight in 
that which is good, that the proud do me no 
wrong. 

123 Mine eyes are wasted away with 
looking for thy health, and for the word of 
thy righteousness. 

124 O deal with thy servant according 
unto thy loving mercy, and teach me thy 
statutes. 

125 I am thy servajit ; O grant me under- 
standing, that I may know thy testimonies. 

126 It is time for Thee, Lord, to lay to 
thine hand, for they have destroyed thy law. 

127 For I love thy commandments above 
gold and precious stone, 

128 Therefore hold I straight all thy com- 
mandments; and all false ways I utterly 
abhor. 



PE. 

THY testimonies are wonderful; therefore 
doth my soul keep them. 
130 When thy word goeth forth, it giveth 
light and understanding unto. the simple. 



122. Make Thou thy servant^ 
&c.] " Be surety for thy servant 
for good." Show thyseJf mj 
defender, the champion of my 
cause 

123. Thy health, &c.'] The 
salvation which Thou hast pro- 
mised in thy truth. 

126. To lay to thine hand,'] 
To put thy hand to work ; that 
is, to execute judgment, and to 
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vindicate the authority of thy 
law. 

128. Holdldraighf] I deem 
all thy commandments to be 
right. *' I esteem «U thy pre- 
cepts concerning all things to be 
right." 

130. Theeimple.'] The humble 
and trae of heart. "To the 
poor the gospel is preached.** 
Luke vil. 22. 



PSALH GXIX. 



DAT 26. 



131 I opened m^^ mouth, and drew in my 
breath ; for my dehght was in thy command- 
ments. 

132 O look Thou upon me, and be mercifdl 
unto me, as Thou usest to do unto those that 
love thy Name. 

133 Order my steps in thy word, and so 
shall no wickedness have dominion over me. 

134 Odeliverme from the wrongfiildealinffs 
of men, and so shall I keep thy command- 
ments. 

135 Shew the liffht of thy countenance 
upon thy servant,, and teach me thy statutes. 

136 Mine eyes gush out with water, because 
men keep not thy law. 

TZADDI. 

RIGHTEOUS arc Thou, Lord, and 
true is thy judgment. 

138 The testimonies that Thou hast com- 
manded, are exceeding righteous and true. 

139 My zeal hath even consumed me, 
because mine enemies have forgotten thy 
words. 

140 Thy word is tried to the uttermost, and 
thy servant loveth it. 

141 I am small, and of no reputation ; yet 
do I not forget thy commandments. 



181. Brew in my hreath ;] To 
draw in the breath is the act 
of an eager and attentive lis- 
tener. p8. xlii. 1. 

139. My xeal'} My jealonsy 



for God's honour. F«. Ixix. 9 ; 
John ii. 17. 

140. IHed to the uOermoti,'] 
" Thy word is very pure," like 
gold or silver refined in the fire. 
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142 Thy righteousness is an everlasting 
righteousness, and thy law is the truth. 

143 Trouble and heaviness have taken hold 
upon me, yet is my delight in thy command- 
ments. 

144 The righteousness of thy testimonies 
is everlasting ; O grant meimderstanding, and 
I shall live. 



.] KOPH. [Day 26. 

I CALL with my whole heart ; hear me, O 
Lord, I will keep thy statutes. 

146 Yea, even unto Thee do I call; help 
me, and I shall keep thy testimonies. 

147 Early in the morning do I cry unto 
Thee, for in thy word is my trust. 

148 Mine eyes prevent the night-watches, 
that I might lie occupied in thy words. 

149 Hear my voice, O Lord, according unto 
thy loving-kindness ] quicken me, according 
as Thou art wont. 

150 They draw nigh that of malice perse- 
cute me, and are &r from thy law. 

151 Be Thou nigh at hand, O Lord; for all 
thy commandments are true. 

152 As concerning thy testimonies, I have 
known long since, tnat Thou hast grounded 
them for ever. 



148. PrevenUheniffhi-watcheB^ 

Mine eyes are open before the 

watdies of the night arepaseed. 

140. Aceording as Tkou art 
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leron^.] or, Aceording to thy 
righteousness. 
152. Lofip tiHee,l "Of old.** 
OrotmdeO] Fizea and esta- 
blished. 



PSALM CXIX. 



DAT 26. 



BESH. 

O CONSIDER mine adversity, and deliver 
me ; for I do not forget thy law. 

154 Avenge Thou my cause, and deliver 
me ; quicken me, accordmg to thy word. 

155 Health is far from the ungodly; for 
they regard not thy statutes. 

156 Great is thy mercy, O Lord ; quicken 
me, as Thou art wont. 

157 Many there ^ire that trouble me, and 
persecute me ; yet do I not swerve from thy 
testimonies. 

158 It grieveth me when I see the trans- 
gressors, because they keep not thy law^ 

159 Consider, O Lord!, how 1 love thy 
commandments ; quicken me^ according to 
thy loving-kindness. 

160 Thy word is true from everlasting ; all 
the judgments of thy righteousness endure 
for evermore. 

SCHIN. 

PRINCES have persecuted me without a 
cause; but my neart standeth in awe of 
thy word. 

162 I am as glad of thy word as one that 
findeth ffreat spoils. 

163 As for lies, I hate and abhor them ; 
but thy law do I love. 



» 



165. HeaUh^ "Salvation.' 

166. M Thou art vfont.'] As 
Thou hast been used to do, -or, it 



may be, according to thy truth 
ana righteousness. See verse 
149. 



8 2 
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DAT 26. 



PSALM C^EL 



164 Seven times a day do I praise Thee, 
because of thy righteous judgments. 

165 Ghreat is the peace that they have who 
love thy law, and they are not offended at it. 

166 Lord, I have looked for thy saving 
health, and done after thy commandments. 

167 My soul hath kept thy testimonies, and 
loved them exceedingly. 

168 I have kept thy commandments and 
testimonies, for all my ways are before Thee. 



TAU. 

LET my complaint come before Thee, O 
Lord ; give me understanding, according 
to thy word. 

170 Let my supplication come before Thee ; 
deliver me, accoroing to thy word. 

171 My lips shall speak of thy praise, 
when Thou hast taught me thy statutes. 

172 Yea, my tongue shall sing of thy word, 
for all thy commandments are righteous. 

173 Let thine hand help me, for I have 
chosen thy commandments. 

174 I have longed for thy saving health, O 
Lord, and in thy law is my delight. 

175 O let my soul live, and it shall praise 
Thee, and thy judgments shall help me. 



165. Are not offended at it.'\ 
" And nothing shall offend 
them." There shall be no stum- 
bling-block, or occasion of of- 
fence, which the love of God*s 
law shall not enable them to 
overcome. "God is faithful, 
who will not suffer yon to be 



tempted above that ye are able ; 
but will, with the temptation, 
also make a way to escape, that 
ye may be able to bear it." 
1 Cor. X. 13. 

169. My complaini] Not the 
voice of murmuring, but the 
ciy of distress or necessity. 
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PSALM CXX. 



Dat 27. 



176 I. have gone astray like a sheep that is 
lost ; O seek thy servant, for I do not forget 
thy commandments. 



MomingJ] 



Psalm CXX. 



llkty 27. 



ISRAEL nr THK MIDST OF HIS ENEMIES. 

WHEN I was in trouble I called upon 
the Lord, and He heard me. 

2 Deliver my soul, O Lord, from lying 
lips, and from a deceitful tongue. 

3 What reward shall be given or done 
unto thee, thou false tongue? even mighty 
and sharp arrows, with hot burning coals. 

4 Woe is me, that I am constrained to 
dwell with Mesech, and to have my habita- 
tion among the tents of Kedar. 

5 My soul hath long dwelt among them 
that are enemies unto peace. 

6 I labour for peace, but when I speak 
unto them thereof they make them ready to 
battle. 



Ps. CXX. is the fint of a 
series of fifteen short Psdms, 
(cxx — cxxxiv.) which are en- 
titled in the Bihle Version, 
"Psalms of Degrees," or of 
"Ascents.** A probable opi- 
nion is, that they were sang 
by the bands of pilgrims who 
went up yearly to Jerusalem at 
the gr«it festivals, and by the 
exiles on their retium from cap- 
tivity. 

3. Whai reward] What profit 
or advantage dost thou expect 
from thy slander and falsehood P 



It will even be ** sharp arrows 
of the mighty, and coals of 
fire." See Ts. xlv. 6. 

4>. To dfweU with MegechJ 
The position both of Mesecn 
and 01 Kedar is nnoertain. They 
were, however, probably, very 
remote the one from the other; 
and therefore the Psalmist must 
m^soi to lament his bein^ com- 
pelled to dwell in the midst of 
tribes as wild and fierce as the 
descendants of Mesech, the son 
of Japhet, (Gen. x. 2); and 
Kedar, the son of Ishmael, 
(Gten. XXV. 13.) 
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Day 27. 



PSALM CXXI. 



Psalm CXXI. 

THE BETUBNINO EXILK's FIB8T SIGHT OF JSRU8ALE1L 

I WILL lift up mine eyes unto the hills, 
from whence cometh my help. 

2 My help cometh even from the Lord, who 
hath made neaven and earth. 

3 He will not suffer thy foot tp be moved, 
and He that keepeth thee will not sleep. 

4 Behold, He that keepeth Israel shall 
neither slumber nor sleep. 

5 The Lord himself is thy keeper, the 
Lord is thy defence upon thy right hand ; 

6 So that the sun shall not bum thee by 
day, neither the moon by night. 

7 The Lord shallpreserve thee from all 
evil ; yea, it is even He that shall keep thy 
soul. 

8 The Lord shall preserve thy going out 
and thy coming in, from this time forth for 
evermore. 



Ps. CXXI. has been and must 
continue to be used in all ages 
of the Church, as the most 
beautiful expression of confi* 
denoe in the protection of an 
OTer-mling and erer-wat^hful 
Providence. Eefer to Esra viii. 
22 

i. The hiUs,l The holy hms 
of Zion, on which the temple 
utood. See Ps. Ixxxvii. 1. 



6. Thy defence] "Thyshade," 
against the fierce rays of an 
eastern sun; thy shield and 
defence amid the dangers l^t 
encompass thee. 

6. ShaU not hum'] <<ShaU 
not smite thee." Compare Gen. 
xxxi. 40: "In the day the 
drought consumed me, and the 
frost by night. ' 



n 
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PSALM CXXII. DAT 27. 



Psalm CXXII. 

THB TBIBB8 OF ISBABIi ON THXIB WA^T TO TBI TIMPLB. 

I WAS glad when they said unto me, i 
"We will go into the house of the 
Lord.'' ; 

2 Our feet shall stand in thy gates, O 
Jerusalem. ... ' 

3 Jerusalem is huilt as a city that is at i 
unity in itself. | 

4 For thither the tribes so up, even the 
tribes of the Lord, to testify unto Israel, to 
give thanks unto the Name of the Lord. 

6 For there is the seat of judgment, even 
the seat of the house of David. 

6 O pray for the peace of Jerusalem ; they 
shall prosper that love thee. 

7 reace be within thy walls, and plenteous- 
ness within thy palaces. 

8 For my brethren and companions' sakes 
I will wish thee prosperity. 

9 Yea, because of the house of the Lord 
our God, I will seek to do thee good. 



Ps. CXXn. is one which 
the Charchman of eyery genera- 
tion may adopt as his prayer 
for the peace and prosperity of 
the Catholic Church. 

3. At unity] Compact, well- 
proportioned, and in harmony 
with itself. See Bev. xxi. 16. 

4. To iettiff unio Israel^ 
According to the ordinance or 



testimony nven to Israel, that 
its tribes should appear hefore 
the Lord three times a jear. 
Exod. xxiii. 17 ; Bent. xn. 16. 
5. The teat ef Jw^ment,'] 
The throne of the king, the seat 
of the Sanhedrim, or great 
council of the nation, and of 
. the courts of justice. 
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DAT 27. PSALMS CXKin. CXXIY. 

Psalm CXXIII. 

HUMBLI LOOKING UP TO GOD. 

UNTO Thee lift I up mine eyes, O Thou 
that dwellest in the heavens. 

2 Behold, even as the eyes of servants 
look unto the hand of their masters, and as 
the eyes of a maiden unto the hand of her 
mistress, even so our eyes wait upon the Lord 
our God, until He have mercy upon us. 

3 Have mercnr upon us, O Lord, have 
mercy upon us, ror we are utterly despised. 

4 Our soul is filled with the scornful 
reproof of the wealthy, and with the despite- 
fiilness of the proud. 

Psalm CXXIV. 

GOD THE DEFBNOB OF HIS FBOFLB. 

"TF the Lord Himself had not been on 
JL our side," now may Israel say, "if 
the Lord Himself had not been on our side, 
when men rose up against us ; 



In Fs. CXXIII. the people 
are represented hnmUyloobng 
up to their heavenly King for 
support and deliverance, as 
household servants look to 
their earthly masters and mis- 
tresses for sustenance and sap- 
port of life. It is suitable to 
the circumstances of the re- 
stored tribes, who were exposed 
to the contempt and hostility 
of the Samaritans and other 
adversaries. See Nehem. iv. 
7—16. 

2. UMta he have mere^'] We | 
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do not limit our hope to a 
definite time, but are content 
to wait patiently till we are 
counted meet to receive pardon 
and merc^. 

Ps. CXXIV.— The Psalmist 
celebrates some signal deliver- 
ance of his nation, and ascribes 
it to God alone; thus incul- 
cating the same lesson as is 
taught in so many Psalma, that 
in God alone can we trust for 
protection and safety in danger. 



PSALM CXXY. 



Day 27. 



2 They had swallowed us up quick when 
they were so wrathfully displeased at us. 

3 Yea, the waters had drowned us, and 
the stream had gone over our soul. 

4 The deep waters of the proud had gone 
even over our soul. 

5 But praised be the Lord, who hath not 
given us over for a prey unto their teeth. 

6 Our soul is escaped even as a bird out of 
the snare of the fowler ; the snare is broken, 
and we are delivered. 

7 Our help standeth in the Name of the 
Lord, who hath made heaven and earth.*' 

Psalm CXXV. 

TRUST IN GOD OUR BEST SEOURTTT. 

THEY that put their trust in the Lord 
shall be even as the mount Sion, which 
may not be removed, but standeth fast for 
ever. 

2 The hills stand about Jerusalem ; even 
so standeth the Lord round about his people, 
from this time forth for evermore. 

3 For the rod of the ungodly cometh not 
into the lot of the righteous, lest the righteous 
put their hand unto wickedness. 



2. QuickC AUve. Numb, 
xvi. SO. 

3. Over our «oW.] is «n ex- 
pression equivalent to over us. 
Soul has nere and elsewhere 
the sense of "life.** 

6. The mare of the fowler;'] 
Compare PIb. xci. 8. 

CXXV.^3. The rod of the 
ungodly.'] The governing rod, 



or sceptre, which in the hands 
of ungodly rulers becomes the 
instrument of tyranny and 
oppression ; thus the Assyrian 
is called the rodof Grod's anger. 
Isa. X. 6. 

Cometh not itUo\ or, as the 
Bible hath it, " shall not rest*' 
(or remain) '* npon.*' 

The lot of the riahteous,] 
Their inheritance and posses- 



ses 



~ 



DAT 27. 



PSALM GXXVL 



4 Do well, O Lord, unto those that are 
good and true of heart. 

5 As for such as torn back nnto their own 
wickedness, the Lord shall lead them forth 
with the evil-doers ; but peace shall be upon 
Israel. 



Evening,'] 



Psalm CXXVL 



[Day 27. 



THE BONO OF THS CAFTIYSS RBTUBNBD FROM BABTLON. 

XTTTHEN the Lord turned again the cap- 
▼ T tivity of Sion, then were we like unto 
them that dream. 

2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter, 
and our tongue with joy. 

3 Then said they among the heathen, 
" The Lord hath done great things for them." 

4 Yea, the Lord hath done great things 
for us already, whereof we rejoice. 

5 Turn our captivity, O Lord, as the 
rivers in the south. 

6 They that sow in tears shall reap in loy. 

7 He that now goeth on his way weepmg. 



sions. The meaning seems to 
be this: God does not suffer 
the nnTOdly to exercise any 
lasting dominion over the right- 
eous, lest the righteous, seeing 
their unbelieving enemies in 
power, and themselves op- 
pressed, should be led to dis- 
trust God, and seek unlawful 
means to redress their own 
wrongs. 

6. SwA at turn baelc] **A8 
for such as turn aside nnto 
their crooked ways." 

ShaU lead them fortlC] Shall 
conduct them to punishment. 
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CXXVI. — 1. Them that 
dream.'] Our deliverance was 
too surprising, and our joy too 
great, for a waking reality. 

5. Turn oureaptivity,] Eitiier 
bring back our remaining cap- 
tives, or return to, be mvour- 
able to, our captive people. 

J%e rivers in the south,] As 
the dried-up channels of the 
rivers in the south flow again 
in full streams after the rains 
have fallen. 

7. He that now ffoeth] The 
Hebrew is veiT expressive: 
'* Going, he shall go and weep, 



PSALM CXXYII. 



Day 27. 



and beareth forth good seed, shall doubtless 
come again with joy, and bring his sheaves 
with him. 

Psalm CXXVII. 

god's blbssiko indispensable to success. 

EXCEPT the Lord bnild the house, their 
labour is but lost that build it. 
2 Except the Lord keep the city, the 
watchman waketh but in vain. 

. 3 It is but lost labour that ye haste to 
rise up early, and so late take rest, and eat 
the bread of carefulness ; for so He giveth his 
beloved sleep. 

4 Lo, children and the fruit of the womb 
are an heritage and gift that cometh of the 
Lord. 

5 Like as the arrows in the hand of the 
giant, even so are the young children. 



bearing a load of seed ; coming, 
he shall oome with singing, 
bearing his sheaTes.** The wea- 
riness of the long inarch from 
Babylon to Jerosalem ; the 
many years of toil required to 
restore their oonntry to fertility, 
and to reboild their dty and 
temple, — ^if this was sneh a 
prospect as to make them weep, 
— ^the promise of a happy issae 
to their labours wonla sustain 
their spirits in the anticipation 
of the time when their sorrow 
should be tamed into joy. 

Fs. CXXVII. is ascribed to 
Solomon. It is used in the 
" ThaidD^ying forWomen after 
Child-birth." 



8. For 90 He givetK] Surely 
He giveth sleep to his Deloved. 
They who trust in the Lord 
may go to rest, witiiont oyer- 
anxiety for the morrow. 

4. LOj ehildren^ &c.] This is 
another instance of a blessing 
entirely dependent upon (Sod's 
good will. 

5. lAke at the arrows] " As 
arrows in the hand of a mighty 
man;** his ready instruments 
of defence. 

TouHff ehildren,'] *' Children 
of the youth;*' that is, of 
young parents ; sons who come 
to their strength while the 
father is yet in the vigour of 
lif«. 
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PSAUI GZXYUL 



6 Happj is the man that hath his quiver 
full of them ; they shaU not be ashamed when 
thej speak with their enemies in the gat«. 

Psalm CXXVUI. 



HBM pftOKm a 

BLESSED are all they that fear the Lord, 
and walk in his ways. 

2 For thou sfaalt eat the laboOis of thine 
hands ; O well is thee, and happy shalt thou 
loe. 

3 Thy wife shall be as the frnitfiil vine 
upon the walls of thine house. 

4 Thy children like the oHve-branches 
round abotit thy table. 

5 Lo, thus snail the man be blessed that 
feareth the Lord. 

6 The Lord from out of Sion shall so bless 
thee that thou shalt see Jerusalem in pros- 
peritT all thy life loi^. 

7 Yea, that thon shalt see thy children's 
children, and peace upon Israel, 



s 



6, T^AiilHolAeaiiamed] 
^■11 not b« pnC to alwnie, 
when tli« ixinteit it ajthn with 
unu ■gunit ta inTiding toe, 
or in ths oaait of jiutioti, at tbe 
gite af the dty. 

pg. CXXVni. u ODB of thDH 
nppointAd in be nwd in the 
''SolemniEBtujD of Mitrimonj." 

3. Vpm tie tMlU ^ liine 



jifiKK.] or, ibf wife i> tlie 
ioiKi ehunben of thr houe 
)h>U bs like ■ bvithl liu. 
The vife, who ii tbe HHutuit 
compBuioa of her botbaoil, 
■od Dcoapiea beneir tt home 
vitfa her fwnilf, ii conbutcd 
with tbe itrann waaaa de- 
Kribed in Proi. lii. 11, 12. 
i. Tieolire-inmcitt.y'OUn 



PSALM CXXIX. DAT 27. 



Psalm CXXIX. 

PAST TRIALS AVD PAST DEUVEBANCES. 

" TiyTANT a time have they fought against 
jJjL me from my youth up," may Israel 
now say. 

2 "tea. many a time have they vexed me 
from my youth up ; but they have not pre- 
vailed against me. ' 

3 The plowers plowed upon my back, and 
made long frirrows. 

4 But the righteous Lord hath hewn the 
snares of the ungodly in pieces. 

5 Let them be confounded and turned 
backward, as many as have evil will at Sion. 

6 Let them be even as the grass growing 
upon the house-tops, which withereth afore it 
be plucked up ; 

7 Whereof the mower filleth not his hand, 
neither he that bindeth up the sheaves his 
bosom. 

8 So that they who go by say not so much 
as, "The Lord prosper you; we wish you 
good luck in the Name of the Lord." 



In Ps. CXXIX., which be- 
longs to the period after the 
retun from nabylon, Israel is 
introduced as an individoal 
speaking of the tronbles of her 
youth, in Egypt and the wilder- 
ness, and of the manner in 
which she had been brought 
through them. 

3. Flowed upon my back^'] 
Inflicted upon me stripes that 
are like mrows made by the 
plough. 



4. Hath hewn the mares] 
"Hath cut asunder the cords 
of the wicked." 

6. Otms growing upon the 
house-topSy'] Grass often grows 
up after rain on the flat roofe 
of houses in the East, but, 
having no depth of soil, it 
almost immediately withers. 

8. Say not so much m,] They 
are not greeted with the usual 
andutation to reapers. SeeKuth 
ii. 4. 



Day 27. PSALM CXXX. 



Psalm CXXX. 



60D*8 MEBOT OUB HOPE AND COMFORT IN SIN AND 

BORROW. 







Proper PwiXm for Aah- Wednetdn^, 

UT of the deep have I called unto Thee, 
O Lord ; Lord, hear my voice. 

2 O let thine ears consider well the voice 
of my complaint. 

3 If Thou, Lord, wilt be extreme to mark 
what is done amiss, O Lord, who may abide 
it? 

4 For there is mercy with Thee, therefore 
shalt Thou be feared. 

5 I look for the Lord; my soul doth wait 
for Him ; in his word is my trust. 

6 My soul fleeth unto the Lord before the 
morning watch, I say, before the morning 
watch. 

7 O Israel, trust in the Lord ; for with the 
Lord there is mercy, and with Him is plen- 
teous redemption. 

8 And He shall redeem Israel from all his 
sins. 



Ps. CXXX., which is the sixth 
Penitential Psalm, brings into 
striking .combination the cry of 
affliction, the oonfesnon of sin, 
and the expression of full con- 
fidence in God's mercj. 

1. The deep] The depth of 
trouble and affliction. 

4 Therefore sh4tU Thou he 
feared.'] Thine- attribntes of 
mercy and forgiveness, by awa- 
kening in ns a sense of thy 
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undeserved goodness, are calcu- 
lated to create reverence for 
thy law and a fear of offending 
Thee. See Jer. sx»ii. 9. 

6. Mytoulfteeth] *< My soul 
waiteth for the Lord, mora 
than they that vFHtch for the 
morning." 

8. From aU hit mt.] From 
his sins, and the punishment 
which is their just consequence. 
See Matt. i. 21. 



PSALMS CXXXL CXXXIL 



Dat28. 



Psalm CXXXL 

MEEKNESS MXD BXSIGNATION. 

LORD, I am not high-minded ; I have no 
proud looks, 

2 I do not exercise myself in great matters 
which are too high for me. 

3 But I refrain my soul, and keep it low, 
like as a child that is we$med from his mother; 
yea, my soul is even as a weaned child. 

4 Israel, trust in the Lord from this 
time forth for evermore. 



Jfomtn^.] Psalm CXXXIL [/>ay28. 

ZEAL VOB THB HOUSE OF OOD. 

Proper Psalm for Chrutmas Day. 

LORD, remember David, and all his 
trouble ; 
2 How he sware unto the Lord, and vowed 
a vow unto the Almighty God of Jacob ; 



Ps. CXXXI. is a divine 
meditation of the subdued and 
contrite sonl, breathing the 
truest spirit of humility. Never 
was lowliness of heart more 
exquisitely mpressed than by 
tiie simflitude of a "weaned 
child." This Psalm, which is 
a lesson of resignation suitable 
for all, may have been designed 
by David in the first instance 
to caution the Israelites against 
ambitious designs, and to re- 
mind them of the duty of trust- 
ing to Ood and patiently wait- 
ing his time. 

Ps. CXXXn. is one well 
suited to the celebration of the 



Nativity of Christ, who was 
bom at jBethlehem. See Micah 
T. 2 ; Matt. ii. 1. It will be 
remembered that the ark, in 
which the presence of Ood was 
manifested, is a type of Christ 
in whom dwelt " aQ the fulness 
of the Godhead bodily." Col. 
u. 9. 

1. Lordy rememher Bavidy] 
Remember, in feyour of David, 
all his amcious care and labour 
to bring the ark to Mount 
Zion. See 1 Chron. xiii. 1—3. 

2. How he sware, &c.l David's 
anxious desire to buila a house 
for Qod. was recorded in a 
solemn assembly of the princes 
of Israel 1 Chron. xxviii. 2. 
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PSALM CXXXTT. 



3 " I will not come within the tabernacle 
of mine house, nor climb up into my bed ; 

4 I will not suffer mine eyes to sleep, 
nor mine eye-lids to slumber; neither the 
temples of my head to take any rest ; 

5 Until I find out a place for the temple of 
the Lord, an habitation for the mighty God 
of Jacob." 

6 Lo, we heard of the same at Ephrata, 
and found it in the wood. 

7 We will go into his tabernacle, and fall 
low on our knees before his footstool. 

8 Arise, O Lord, into thy resting-place; 
Thou, and the ark of thy strength. 

9 Let thy priests be clothed with right- 
eousness, and let thy saints sing with joy- 
fcdness. 

10 For thy servant David's sake, turn not 
away the presence of thine anointed. 

11 The Lord hath made a faithful oath 
unto David, and He shall not shrink from it ; 



See also chap. xxix. His an- 
easiness and feeling of shame 
at dwdling in a house of cedar, 
while the ark of God had no 
soitable dwelling - i|lace, are 
mentioned, 2 Sam. vii. 2. 

6. We heard of the same] Of 
the lost ark. 

EphraUi^ Bethlehem, the 
place where the report reached 
US. 

Found U in the wood.'^ In 
the forest field, near Kinath- 
jearim, or " the town of the 
forest," where the ark was dis- 
covered. 1 Chron. xiii. 5, 6. 

8. Arise, Lord,'\ These 
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words were nsed by the Israel- 
ites in their marches through 
the wilderness when, the ark 
was carried forward, and were 
adopted by Solomon at the de- 
dication of the temple. 2 Chron. 
vi. 41,42. P*.kviill. 

10. Turn not anDoy the pre' 
sencel "Tarn not away the 
face, that is, rtject not the 
prayer of me, tlune anointed 
servant. The words are fimud 
in Solomon's Prayer of Dedi- 
cation already referred to. 2 
Chron. vi. 42. 

11. J faithful oath'\ This 
solemn promise is shown by 



PSALM cxxxn. 
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12 Of the fruit of thj body shall I set 
npon thy seat. 

13 If thy children will keep my coyenant, 
and my testimonies that I shall learn them, 
their children also shall sit npon thy seat for 
eyermore- 

14 For the Lord hath chosen Sion to be an 
habitation for Himself; He hath longed for 
her. 

15 This shall be my rest for eyer; here 
will I dwell, for I haye a delight therein. 

16 I will bless her yictuals with increase, 
and will satisfy her poor with bread. 

17 1 will deck her priests with healthy and 
her saints shall rejoice and sine. 

18 There shall I make the horn of Dayid 
to flourish ; I haye ordiained a lantern for mine 
anointed! 

19 As for his enemies, I shall clothe them 
with shame ; but upon himself shall his crown 
flourish. 



St. Peter, (Acts ii. 30,) to have 
Tcferenoe to the remrrection 
and eternal kingship of the 
Messiab. 

15 — 18.1 These are the pro- 
mises of JenoTah to the family 
ofDavid, and, doQbt1es8,throQgh 
them, to the Church of Chrik, 
on condition (tf their oontinning 
to obserre his laws and' keep 
his ooTcnant. 

16. Her vidMoU] <*I will 
abnndanUy bkss her pioTinon.*' 



17. WUh heaUh,'\ Saying 
health, " salyation.** 

18. The kom of David to 
JUmriih/] "1 will make the 

horn** (the power and gloir) 
"of Dayid to bnd." £Eek. 
xziz. 21. 

A lantgrn] A light, the em- 
blem of gloi^ ana prosperity. 
It was- ordained that a lamp 
should bum continually in the 
tabemade. Bxod. zzyii. 20. 
See also Fs. xviii. 28. 
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Psalm CXXXIII, 

BBOTEniiT LOYl AND HAJUCOVT. 

BEHOLD, how good and joyfiil a thing it 
is, brethren, to dwell together in unity ! 

2 It is like the precious ointment upon the 
head, that ran down unto the beara ; even 
unto Aaron's beard, and went down to the 
skirts of his clothing. 

3 like as the dew of Hermon, which fell 
upon the hill of Sion. 

4 For there the Lord promised his blessing, 
and life, for evermore, • 

Psalm CXXXIV. 

A GALL TO FBAIBIB GOD HT Bm OBJTBfiH, 

BEHOLD now, praise the Lord, all ye 
servants of tiie Lord. 
2 Ye that by night stand in the house of 
the Lord, even in tiie courts of the house of 
our Gk>d. 



CXXXni. — 1. Bretkrm,'] 
*'Far biethien** (wonhippen 
of tbe MiM God) **to dw«U 
tomther/' &e. The titk of 
thu Psalm, in the Bible Ver^ 
sion, is, "The benefit of the 
Commnnioik of Saints." 

2. TketHHMofkUeioihiiiff.'] 
The hem of his itaiment ; pro- 
hablythe fiinge of the collar of 
the JSphod. £xod. zxTiii. SI, 
82. 

3. I%e dew of HermoHt ke."] 
Like nnto the rich and ferti- 
lisinsr dew of Hermon is that 
whicn falls on Mount Zion, 



and to this in lovdiness br»> 
therly nnion is oonuMoed. 

4. For there] That is^ oa 
Mount Zion. 

Fs. CXXXIV. ia supposed 
to have been sang bj compaiiies 
of priests and Leritee oa occa- 
sion of changing guard at the 
temple for the night ; the fint 
three versea by ^oee withont 
who were going off their watch ; 
the last Terse, in way of re- 
sponse, by those remaining 
within. 1 Chron. ix. 27, 88 ; 
Isa. Izii. 6. 
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PSALM CXXXV. 



Dat 28. 



8 lift up your hands in the sanctuary, 
and praise tne Lord. 

4 The Lord that made heaven and earth 
give thee blessing out of Sion* 

Psalm CXXXV. 

A OBNERAL THAKKSCOVINO FOB ITATIOirAL MXB0IB8. 

OPEAISE the Lord, laud ye the Name of 
the Lord ; praise it, O je servants of 
the Lord ; 

2 Ye that stand in the house of the Lord, 
in the courts of the house of our God. 

3 O praise the Lord, for the Lordisgradous; 
O sing praises unto his Name, for it is lovely. 

4 For wh v ? the Lord hath chosen Jacob 
unto Himself, and Israel for his own pos- 
session. 

5 For I know that the Lord is great, and 
that our Lord is above all gods. 

6 Whatsoever the Lord pleased, that did 
He in heaven, and in earth ; and in the sea, 
and in all deep places. 

7 He bringem forth the clouds from the 
ends of the world ; and sendeth forth light- 
nings with the rain, bringing the winds out of 
his treasures. 

8 He smote the first-bom of Egypt, both 



Fs. CXXXV. recitw, as mo- 
tives to the praise of Jehovah, 
his wonderful works in nature, 
his interposition in behalf of 
his own people, and the vanity 
and nothingness of the gods ot 
the heathen. 



1. Zattef] Laud is a word 
derived from the Latin, mean- 
ing the same as praise. 

4. His own possession.'] •• His 
peculiar treasure.*^ 

8. Thejirst-hom of BgypQ 
Eefer to Sxo^. xii. 12— 2». 



t2 
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Day 28. PSALM GXXXV. 



9 He hath sent tokens and wonders into 
the midst of thee, O thou land of Egypt ; upon 
Pharaoh, and all his servants. 

10 He smote divers nationff, and slew 
mighty kings ; 

11 Sehon king of the Amorites, and Og the 
king of Basan,and all the kingdoms of Canaan; 

12 And gave their land to be an heritage ; 
even an heritage unto Israel his people. 

13 Thy Name, O Lord, endureth for ever ; 
so doth thy memorial, O Lord, from one gene- 
ration to another. 

14 For the Lord will avenge his people, 
and be gracious unto his servants. 

15 As for the images of the heathen, they 
are but silver and gold, the work of men s 
hands. 

16 They have mouths, and speak not; 
eyes have they, but they see not. 

17 They have ears, and yet they hear not ; 
neither is there any breath in their mouths. 

18 They that make them are like unto 
them ; and so are all they that put their trust 
in them. 

19 Praise the Lord, ye house of Israel ; 
praise the Lord, ye house of Aaron. 

20 Praise the Lord, ye house of Levi ; ye 
that fear the Lord, praise the Lord. 



11. SehoH] For the history, 
see Namb. xxi. 21 — 36. 

12. Heriiage/\ A possession 
to which the IsrMlites sac- 
oeeded. 

14. Avenge iii people^ Will 
see them riglited. 
15—18.] The helplessness of 
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the dumb, deaf, and blind gods 
of the heathen are contrasted 
with the AlmighW and wonder- 
working God of Israd. Com- 
pare Ps. cxv. 4f— 8. 

19, 20.] Te house of Israel^ 
&C.] Compare Ps. cxv. — 11. 



PSALM CXXXVI. Day 28. 



21 Praised be the Lord out of Sion, who 
dwelleth at Jerusalem. 



^vmrng.] PsALM CXXXVI. [J>ay 28. 

A0KNOWLEDOME17T OF QOD^S EYER-EKDUBINa MERCT. 

OGIVE thanks unto the Lord, for He is 
gracious, and his mercy endureth for 
ever. 

2 O give thanks unto the God of all gods ; 
for his mercy endureth for ever. 

3 O thani the Lord of all lords ; for his 
mercy endureth for ever. 

4 Who only doeth great wonders ; for his 
mercy endureth for ever. 

5 W ho by his excellent wisdom made the 
heavens ; for his mercy endureth for ever. 

6 Who laid out the earth above the waters ; 
for his mercy endureth for ever. 

7 Who hath made great lights; for his 
mercy endureth for ever. 

8 The sun to rule the day ; for his mercy 
endureth for ever. 

9 The moon and the stars to govern the 
night ; for his mercy endureth for ever. 



21. Dwelleth ai Jerusalem.'] 
*'At Salein is his tabernaole, 
and his dweUing at Sion." 

Fs. CXXXVL, oontinning 
the same strain as the preceding 
one, seems intended to rekindle 
and sustain the faith of the 
Israelites in their God, by <!all- 
ing to their mind the giozions 



manifestations of his power in 
the times of thdr fathers. 

4. Who only doeth] "Who 
alone doeth," sc. 

8. To rule the day/] "To 
mle by day." Compare Gen. 
i.l6. 

9. Govern ihenMMj]**BnlB 
by night." 
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PSALM CXXXYL 



10 Who smote Egypt with their fiist-bom ; 
for his mercy endureth for ever ; 

11 And Drought out Israel from among 
them ; for his mercy endureth for ever ; 

12 With a mighty hand and stretched out 
arm ; for his mercy endureth for ever. 

13 Who divided the Red sea in two parts ; 
for his mercy endureth for ever ; 

14 And made Israel to go through the 
midst of it; for his mercy endureth for 
ever. 

15 But as for Pharaoh and his host, He 
oyertiiewthemintheRedaea; for his mercy 
endureth for ever. 

16 Who led his people through the wilder- 
ness ; for his mercy endureth for ever. 

17 Who smote great kings ; for his mercy 
endureth for ever ; 

18 Yea, and slew mighty kings; for his 
mercy endureth for ever ; 

19 Sehon king of the Amorites; for his 
mercy endureth for ever ; 

20 And Og the king of Basan; for his 
mercy endureth for ever ; 

21 And gave away their land for an 
heritage ; for his mercy endureth for ever ; 

22 Even for an heritage unto Israel his 
servant ; for his mercy endureth for ever. 

23 Who remembered us when we were in 
trouble ; for his mercy endureth for ever ; 



10. WUk their fint'-bom/] 
•* In their first-born." 

10^16.] Batd Ezod. xii.— 

ZIT. 



17— 22J Eefer buck to the 
precedinitriaalm, verses 10—12. 

28. WheHwevereintroiMe/\ 
** In our low estate.** 
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PSALM CXXXVII. Day 28. 



24 And hath deliyered ns from our enemies ; 
fiwr his me«5y endureth for ever. 

25 Who giveth food to all flesh; for his 
mercy endnreth for ever. 

26 O give thanks imto the God of hdaven ; 
for his mercy endnreth for ever. 

27 O give tiianks unto the Lord of lords ; 
for his mercy endnreth for ever. 

Psalm CXXXVII. 

THB JBZILB*B BBMEMBBANCS OF HIB OAPTIVITT. 

BY the waters -of Babylon we sat down and 
wept, when we remembered thee, O 
Si<m. 

2 As for onr harps, we hanged them up 
upon the trees that are therein* 

3 For they that led us away captive 
required of us then a song, and melody, in our 
heaviness ; " Sing us one of the songs of Sion,'* 

4 How shall we sing the Lord's song in a 
strange land? 

5 if I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my 
right hand forget her cunning. 

6 If I do not remember thee, let my tongue 
cleave to the roof of my mouth ; yea, if I 
prefer not Jerusalem in my mirth. 

7 Eemember the children of Edom,0 Lord, 



Pfi. CXXXVn. depiots thestd 
condition of the people dnnag 
their banishment, with a view 
to inflame their 1oy< and dev»» 
tion to their own oonntiy and 
ohnrch. 
1. The wdert cf Sab^hii] 



The Enphratesy Tigrii, andother 
riTenofChaldMk 

B. ne iree*'] ^' The urillowB 
in the midst thereof." 

6. If Ifrefer W| "If I 
prefer not Jerankn abote my 
chief joy." 

_ 



JHrtB. 



PSALM CXXXYHL 



in the dajr of Jerusaleiii; how thej said, 
"Down with it, down with it, even to the 
gronnd." 

8 O danghter of Babylon, wasted with 
miseij; yea, happy shall he be that lewaideth 
thee, as thon hast serred ns. 

9 Blessed shall he be that taketh thy 
children, and throweth them against the 
stones. 

Psalm CXXXVm. 



THAHKBOrmfO TO GOD FOB HIS MSBOT AHD T AITHFULNB8. 

I WILL give thanks unto Thee, O Lord, 
with my whole heart; even before the 
gods will I smg praise nnto Thee. 

2 I will worship toward thy holy temple, 
and praise thy Name, because of thy lovmg 
kindness and tmth ; for Thou hast magnified 
thy Name, and thy Word, above all things. 



7. Tke day of JtnuaUm [[ 
The dfty of her diainece ana 
downfidL Eor reference to the 
iuolting joy of £mhi over his 
brother Jacob in the day of his 
ealamity, see Obad. 10—14; 
Eiek. xxT. 12—14. 

8. Watted with muery /] 
"Who art to be destroyed,'' 
who art docmied to destmction. 

9. Bletted ahdl hebe^Qodi 
shall, in his just judgment, 
bless with snooess the invading 
enemy of Babylon, namely 
Gyms, whom He had raised np 
to execute vengeance on the 
cmel oppressors of his people. 
The twrible vengeance whidi 
would overtake them, and which 
wonld spare neither women nor 
children, is foretoU 1^ Isaiah, 
ch. ziii. 16. 
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Ps. CXXXVm. gratefully 
acknowledges past mercies, and 
looks fonrord to the universal 
establishment and recc^nition 
of the power and authority of 
JehoTun. 

1. Before the goda^ Some 
suppose that by gods the kings 
and judres of the earth are sif- 
nified ; but tiie more generally 
approved interpretation is, that 
by '*gods** we are to under- 
stand the holy angels. In this 
sense, the words of the Psalmist 
bear a close resemblance to our 
own ascription of praise in the 
Communion Service, ''There- 
fore, with angels and arch- 
angels," &C. 

2. To¥>ard iky kofy tewfle^ 
Compare Fs. v. y ; Dan. vi. 10. 

Mt^mfied tip Word] Hast 



PSALM CXXXIX. 



DAT 



3 When I called upon Thee, Thou heardest 
me, and enduedst my soul with much strength. 

4 All the kings of the earth shall praise 
Thee, Lord ; for they have heard the words 
of thy mouth. 

5 X ea, they shall sing in the ways of the 
Lord, that great is the glory of the Lord. 

6 For though the Lord be high, yet hath 
he respect imto the lowly : as for the proud. 
He benoldeth them a£ur off. 

7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, 
yet shalt Tnou refresh me ; Thou shalt stretch 
forth thy hand upon the fturiousness of mine 
enemies, and thy rieht hand shall save me. 

8 The Lord shall make good his loving 
kindness towards me ; yea, thy mercy, O Lord, 
endureth for ever : despise not then the works 
of thine own hands. 



Momi$tg.] Psalm CXXXLS^. [Day 29. 

THB OMNIPBE8EN0B AKD OMNIBOIKNOB OV QOD. 







LOBD, Thou hast searched me out, and 
known me ; Thou knowest my down- 



liniallT and oonipicaously fol- 
filled thv promise. 

4. AU the kUig» of the earth'\ 
These words snrelv have refer- 
ence to the times of the Mes- 
siah, and the conversion of 
heaUien kings through his Gos- 
pel See Ps. xxii. 27. 

For they have heard] or, as 
in the Bible Version, **when 
they hear." 

6. I» the ways] or, concern- 
ing the ways of Qod, their 
esoellence and jnatioe. 



6. For though the Lord be 
high^ Compare Isa. Ivii. 16. 

8. Demise noC] Do not over- 
look or abandon. 

Ps. CXXXIX. is a solemn 
appeal,iinequaUed for the beauty 
of its diction and imagery, to 
the Searcher of heaits, and 
may be most profitably nsed aa 
a help to self-examination. 

1. Thou hast searched me 
om/,] The sense of God's being 
every where present, and know- 
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DAT 29l psalm CXXXTX, 



sitting, and mine up-rising ; Thou understand- 
est my thoughts long before. 

2 Thou art about my path, and about my 
bed, and spiest out all my ways. 

3 For lo, there is not a word in my tongue, 
but Thou, O Lord, knowest it altogether. 

4 Thou hast fashioned me behind and 
before, and laid thine hand upon me. 

5 Such knowledge is too wonderM and 
excellent for me : I cannot attain unto it. 

6 Whither shall I go then from thy Spirit, 
or whither shall I go Sien from thy presence ? 

7 KI climb up into heaven, Thou art there ; 
if I go down to hell, Thou art there also. 

8 If I take the wings of the morning, and 
remain in the uttermost parts of the sea; 

9 Even there also shall thy hand lead me, 
and thy right hand shall hold me. 

10 If I say, " Peradventure the darkness 
shall cover me,^^ then shall my ni^t be 
turned to day. 

11 Yea, me darkness is no darkness with 
Thee, but the night is as clear as Ihe day : the 
darkness and light to Thee are both alike. 



ing our niort aecrat tboaghts 
KDui actions, mm wbU lead us to 
nae that most beaatifal prayer 
in the Communion Service, 
"Almighty God, to whom all 
hearts be open, all desires 
known, and finom whom no 
seerets arc hid," fee. 

4l Had fatkumed] *<Hast 
beset me," hast compassed me. 
The meaning seems to be, 
Thon art before, behind, on 
efevy side of me, to direct and 

ssi 



control n^ movemenlB and 
actions. Compare Job xxiii. 
8—10. 

6. QmmJI aUmii] OauMt 
rise hiffh enongh to readi it. 

7. lb JM^,] Under the enth. 
The r^on of darknen and 
deatb. Compare Amoa ix. 2. 

8. Hke w im fB cftkt monewy,] 
I^ with the rapidity of the nuio 
beun, I dart from east to Cuv 
thest west. 

10. Pemthemfmn] Itehapa. 



PSALH CXXXIX. DAT 29. 



12 For my reins are thine; Thou hast 
covered me in my mother's womb. 

13 I will give thanks onto Thee, for I am 
fearfdlly and wonderfully made; marvellous 
are thy works, and that my soul knoweth 
right well. 

14 My bones are not hid from Thee ; though 
I be made secretly, and fashioned beneath in 
the earth. 

15 Thine eyes did see my substance, yet 
being imperfect ; and in thy book were all my 
members written ; 

16 Which day by day were fashioned, 
when as yet there was none of them. 

17 How dear are thy counsels tmto me, 
Grod ; how great is the sum of them ! 

18 If I tell them, they are more in number 
'than the sand ; when I wake up I am present 
with Thee. 

19 Wilt Thou not slay the wicked, God ? 
depart from me, ye blood-thirsty men. 

20 For they speak unrighteously against 
Thee ; and thme enemies take thy Name in 
vain. 

21 Do not I hate them, O Lord, that hate 
Thee ; and am not I grieved with those that 
rise up against Thee? 



12. Uv teinsX The internal 
organs of my body. 

\h. My nibHanoe^ The mat- 
ter oat of which I was formed. 

18. When 1 wake kjd] Night 
and morning, waking and sleep- 
ing, my mind is absorbed in the 
contemplation of God's infinite 



knowledge and wisdom. 

19. mitThauftot9lay,&c.2 
Wilt not Thon, God, who 
aeest and knowest the hidden 
thooghts and oonnselB of all 
men, destroy the wicked, even 
t^ine enemies, and avenge the 
canse of thy tme servants P 
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22 Yea, I hate them right sore, even as 
thoiigh they were mine enemies. 

23 Try me, O God, and seek the ground 
of my heart; prove me, and examine my 
thonghts. 

24 Look well if there be any way of 
wickedness in me ; and lead me m the way 
everlasting. 

Psalm CXL. 

PBATEB FOB DEIIYEBANOIB TBOK SLANDER ASD YIOLSNCB. 

DELIVEE me, O Lord, from the evil man, 
and preserve me from the wicked man, 

2 Who miagine mischief in their hearts, 
and stir up strife all the day long. 

3 They have sharpened their tongues like 
a serpent ; adder's poison is under their lips. 

4 Keep me, Lord, from the hands of the 
ungodly ; preserve me from the wicked men, 
who are purposed to overthrow my goings. 

5 The proud have laid a snare for me, and 
spread a net abroad with cords ; yea, and set 
traps in my way. 

6 I said unto the Lord, Thou art my God; 
hear the voice of my prayers, Lord. 

7 O Lord God, Thou strength of my health ; 
Thou hast covered my head in the day of 
battle. 

8 Let not the ungodly have his desire, 



Ps. CXL. is ascribed to 
Dayid, and may refer te the 
time when he was persecuted 
by SanI and Boeg. in a spiri- 
tnal sense the Psalm is ap- 
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plicable to Christ and his 
Church. 

imajgeiy occurs in Ts. lii. S ; 
lTiii4. 



PSALM CXLL DAT 29. 



Lord; let not Us mischieyous imagination 
prosper, lest thej be too proud. 

9 Let the mischief of their own lips fall 
upon the head of them that compass me about. 

10 Let hot burning coals fall upon them ; 
let them be cast into the fire, and into the pit, 
that they never rise up again. 

11 A man full of woids shall not prosper 
upon the earth; evil shall hunt the wicKed 
person to overthrow him. 

12 Sure I am that the Lord will avenge 
the poor, and maintain the cause of the 
helpless. 

13 The righteous also shall give thanks 
unto thy Name, and the just shall continue 
in thy sight. 

Psalm CXLI. 

PRATER ZHAT FBRSROUTION ICAT NOT TBH7T US INTO SIN. 

LOED, I call upon Thee, haste Thee unto 
me, and consider my voice when I cry 
unto Thee. 

• 2 Let my prayer be set forth in thy sight 
as the incense, and let the lifting up of my 
hands be an evening sacrifice. 



8. Hi* misehigvous imagina- 
tion]^ Uif wicked schemes and 
devices. 

10. Let hot burning coals, 
&c.] "Upon the ungodly he 
shall rain fire and brimstone," 
&o. See Ps. xi. ?• 

12. Sure I am] Notwith- 
itanding my present distressed 
condition, I nave a sure confi- 
dence in the justice of God. 

IS. AndtieJiutM'l **The 



upright shall dwell in thy pre- 



sence.*' 



Fs. CXU. is ascribed in the 
Bible Version to David, and 
appears to Iiave been written by 
him in some time of trial and 
persecution, perhaps when he 
was a fugitive through fear of 
Saul. See 1 Sam. zxvi. 

2. M the incense;] The 
Psalmist, far away from the 
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DAT 29. 



PSALK CXLL 



3 Set a watch, O Lord, 1ief(»e my moulii, 
and keep the door of mj Ups. 

4 O let not mine heart be inclined to an j 
evil thing; let me not be occupied in any 
nngodlj irorks with the men that work 
wickediness, lest I eat of such things asjUease 
them. 

5 Let the lighteoos rather smite me 
friendly, and reprove me. 

6 But let not their precions bahns break 
my head ; yea, I will pray yet against their 
wickedness. 

7 Let their judges be overthrown in stony 
places, that they may hear my words, for 
they are sweet. 

8 Our bones lie scattered before the pit, 
like as when one breaketh and heweth wood 
upon the earth. 

9 But mine eyes look unto Thee, O Lord 



Holy Tabemade, implcnres God 
faTomably to regpard his prayer 
as the pore inoenae there daily 
offered, aiid to take the upCftmg 
of his hands in suppHcatioA in 
lien of sacrifice. 

S. Set a vedcAy Lord, &&] 
David, surronnded by jealons 
conntrymen and heathen ene- 
mies, prays that he may not be 
provoked, by impatience and 
resentment, into sin of thought, 
word, or deed. 

4. Lest I eat of sveh thitus 
as please them.'] Lest I be 
seduced to share in their sen- 
snal indulgences, and to follow 
their idolatrous practices. 

5. Smite me friendh^ The 
rendering of the Bible version 



is more dear : " Ijet the right- 
eous smite me, it shaU be a 
kindness ; and let him reprove 
me, it shall be an excellent oil, * 
which shall not break my head." 

6. Against their wifiiedness.'] 
Against the wicked devices of 
my enemies. 

7. Let their judges, fto.] Let 
the unjust judges be cast 
down the rocky steens for their 
destruction; that the pec^le, 
warned by their fitte, mw listen 
to the words of truth and peace. 

8. Our bones'] The bones of 
our slain are scattered on the 
sides of the grave, as thought- 
lessly and unreelingly as faggots 
of wood cleaved by the axe of 
the woodman. 
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PSALM CXLII. 



Day 29. 



God ; in Thee is my trust, cast not out 
my souL 

10 Keep me from the snare that they have 
laid for me, and from the traps of the wicked 
doers. 

11 Let the ungodly fall into their own nets 
together, and let me ever escape them. 



Sveninff,} 



Psalm CXLII. 



[JM^^d, 



THB OBT OF TQIB FBIEXPUKS AKB VOSLOBIT. 

« 

I CRIED unto the Lord with my Toice; 
yea, even unto the Lord did I make my 
supplication. 

2 I poured out my complaints before Him, 
and shewed Him of my trouble. 

3 When my spirit was in heaviness Thou 
knewest my path ; in the way wherein I 
walked have they privily laid a snare for me. 

4 I looked also upon my right hand, and 
saw there was no man that would know me. 

5 I had no place to flee unto, and no man 
cared for my soul. 

6 I cried unto Thee, O Lord, and said, 
**■ Thou art my hope, and my portion in the 
land of the living. 

7 Consider my complaint ; for I am brought 
very low. 



Fb. CXLII. is entitled in the 
Bible Version, "A Pirayw of 
Dayid when he was in the 
cave.'* The reader, therefore, 
should refer to 1 Sam. zxxii. 
1, 2 ; xxiv. 1 — 3. It was ob- 
viously written by him in a 
time of great straitnesa, and 



while surrounded by enemies. 

3. TAou knewett mif paih /] 
Thou knewest the dangers and 
difficulties which encompassed 



me. 



6. No man eared far my sowl.'] 
No 01^ was ready to protect 
my fife. 
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Day 29; PSALM CXLIII. 



8 deliver me from my persecutors ; for 
they are too strong for me. 

9 Bring my soul out of prison, that I majr 

?* ve thanks unto thy Name ; which thing if 
hou wilt grant me, then shall the righteous 
resort unto my company. 



n 



Psalm CXLTH. 

FSAYEB OF FAITH IN THE MIDST OF TROUBLES. 

Proper Psalm far Ask- Wednesday, 

TTEAR my prayer, O Lord, and consider 
XX my desire ; hearken imto me for thy 
truth and righteousness' sake. 

2 And enter not into judgment with thy 
servant, for in thy sight shs£ no man living 
be justified. 

3 For the enemy hath persecuted my soul ; 
he hath smitten my life down to the around ; 
he hath laid me in the darkness, as uie men 
that have been long dead. 

4 Therefore is my spirit vexed within me, 
and my heart within me is desolate. 



9. Brinff my soul out ifpri- 
sottf"] Deliver me from theDond- 
age of fear and distress. 

Then shall the rigMeous^ &c.] 
The righteous will gather roand 
me, to hear of the power and 
mercf of God exerted for my 
deliverance. 

Ps. CXLm.— In this Psalm, 
as in the last, David, sorely 
heset by his relentless enemies, 
vet supported by the remem- 
brance of past merdeSjtappeals 
to God for help. The hniubred 

2i8 



and f^rly-third is the seventh 
and last of the ''Penitential 
Ptalms.** 

2. For M thy sights &c|| No 
words could more emphatically 
disclaim all notion of personiil 
merit. 

S. Hath laid me in the dark' 
Mess, &c.] The Psalmist may, 
perhaps, allude to the persecu- 
tions of Saul, whereby he was 
constantly in peril of life, and 
driven to seek shelter in dark 
hiding places. 



FBAUf CXLIIL DAT 29. 



5 Yet do I remember the time past; I 
muse upon all thy works : jea, I exercise my- 
self in the works of thy hands. 

6 I stretch forth my hands nnto Thee ; my 
soul gaspeth mito Thee as a thirsty land. 

7 Hear me, Lord, and that soon, for my 
spirit waxeth faint ; hide not thy face from 
me, lest I be like unto them thAt go down 
into the pit. 

8 let me hear thy loving-kindness 
betimes in the morning, K>r in Thee is my 
trust ; shew Thou me me way that I should 
walk in, for I lift up my soul unto Thee. 

9 Deliver me, O ijord, from mine enemies, 
for I flee unto Thee to hide me. 

10 Teach me to do the thing that pleaseth 
Thee, for Thou art my Grod ; let thy loving 
Spirit lead me forth into the land of right- 
eousness. 

11 Quicken me, O Lord, for thy Name's 
sake : and for thy righteousness' sake bring 
my soul out of trouble. 

12 And of thy goodness slay mine enemies, 
and destroy all them that vex my soul ; for I 
am thy servant. 



12. Of thy goodness slay 
mitte enemies^ Oat of mer- 
ciful conaideration for thyjpeo- 
pie, destroy those rebemoiu 
enemies who oppose themselves 
to thv serrants and thereby 
set themselves against Thee. 
The Christian, applying this 



Psalm to his own use, will 
pray God to endne him with 
strength to resist and overcome 
his spiritual enemies. Com- 
pare second Collect for Mom- 
ing Service, and third Collect 
in Lent. 
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DAT 30. FSAIiM CXLIY. 



Mammff.] PsALM CXLIV. [2% 30. 

PBATXB rOR YIOTORT AND VOR THB BLKBSINaS OF FBACB. 

BLESSED be the Lord my strength, who 
teacheth my hands to war, and mj 
fingers to fight ; 

2 Mj hope and my fortress, my castle and 
deliverer, my defender in whom 1 trofit, who 
subdneth my people that is under me. 

3 Lord, what is man, that Thou hast 
respect unto hini ; or the son of man, that 
Thou so regardest him ? 

4 Man is like a thing of nought ; his time 
passeth away like a shadow. 

5 Bow thy heavens, O Lord, and come 
down ; touch the mountains, and they shall 
smoke. 

6 Cast forth thy lightning, and tear them ; 
shoot out thine arrows, and consume them. 

7 Send down thine hand fi'om above ; de- 
liver me, and take me out of the great waters, 
from the hand of strange children ; 



Ps. CXnV., ascribed to Da. 
yid, begins, like the eighteenth, 
in terms characteristic of a war- 
rior king. Its chief subjects 
are, triumph over his enemies, 
praise to Qod for deliverance 
from their power, and for plenty 
and prosperity among his peo- 
ple. 

2. Who subdueth my people^ 
&c.] or. Who bringeth the 
people into saljijeetion to me. 

3. Lord, what it mow, &cl 
The same sentiment is ezpressea | to God and his law. 

m 



in Toy similar terms in Fs. 

TUl. 4. 

6. Catt forth thy l^hinwy, 
and fear them/] David prays 
that Ood will employ this most 
formidable arm of his power to 
scatter and orerthrow his ene- 
mies. 

7. Out of the great wders,"] 
The depths of trouble and dis- 
tress. 

Stra$t^e children f\ The hea- 
then nations, who wereitrangen 






PSALM CXLIV. Day 80. 



8 Whose mouth talketh of vanity, and 
their right hand is a right hand of wicked- 
ness. 

9 I will sing a new song unto Thee, 
God, and sing praises unto Thee upon a ten- 
stringed lute. 

10 Thou hast given victory unto kings, 
and haat delivered David thy servant from 
the peril of the sword. 

11 Save me, and deliver me from the hand 
of strange children, whose mouth talketh of 
vanity, and their right hand is a right hand 
of iniquity. 

12 That our sons may grow up as the 
young plants, and that our daughters may be 
as the polished comers of the temple. 

13 That our gamers may be fim and plen- 
teous with all manner of store ; that our sheep 
may bring forth thousands and ten thousands 
in our streets. 

14 That our oxen may be strong to labour ; 
that there be no decay, no leading into cap- 
tivity, and no complaining in our streets. 

15 Happy are the people that are in such 
a case ; yea, blessed are the people who have 
the Lord for their God. 



8. A right hand of weied- 
nets.'] or, of fiklsehood ; mean- 
ing, perhaps, when they raise 
their right hand for an oath, 
they swear falsely. See Gen. 
xiv. 22; Isa.xliv. 20. 

12. M the jfoung planU^ 



or, it may be, as plants shooting 
np yigoronsly in their yonth. 

The polished comers of the 
temple.] Tall and graeefiii, like 
the rich and ornamental columns 
of the temple. 
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Psalm CXLV. 

god's POWVB Aim LOTmO-KIHDNnB. 

Proper Paaimfor WkUrSvmda^. 

WILL magnify Thee, O Grod, my King, 



I 



and I will praise thy Name for ever and 
ever. 

2 Every day will I give thanks tmto Thee, 
and praise thy Name lor ever and ever. 

3 Great is the Lord, and marvellous, 
worthy to be praised ; there is no end of his 
greatness. 

4 One generation shall praise thy works 
tmto another, and declare thy power. 

5 As for me, I will be talking of thy 
worship, thy glory, thy praise, and wondrous 
works ; 

6 So that men shall speak of the might of 
thy marvellous acts ; and I will also tell of 
thy greatness. 

7 The memorial of thine abundant kind- 
ness shall be shewed, and men shall sing of 
thy righteousness. 

8 The Lord is gracious and merciful; 
long-suffering, and of great goodness. 

9 The Lord is loving unto every man, and 
his mercy is over all his works. 

10 Au thy works praise Thee, Lord, 
and thy saints give thanks unto Thee. 



CXLV. « David's Psalm of 
Praise." 

7. The memorial^ &c.] Li 
other words, men shall keep 

m 



alive in songs of praise the 
memory of thy overflowing 
goodnc 



PSALM CXLV. Day 80. 



11 They shew the glory of thy kingdom, 
and talk of thy power ; 

12 That thy power, thy glory, and mighti- 
ness of thy kingdom, might be known unto 
men. 

13 Thy kingdom is an everlasting king- 
dom, and thy dominion endureth throughout 
all ages. 

14 The Lord upholdeth all such as £ei11, 
and liffceth up all those that are down. 

15 The eyes of all wait upon Thee, O 
Lord, and Thou givest them their meat in 
due season. 

16 Thou openest thine hand, and fiUest all 
things Uving with plenteousness. 

17 The Lord is righteous in all his ways, 
and hdy in all his works. 

18 The Lord is nigh unto all them that 
call upon Him ; yea, all such as call upon 
Him mithAilly. 

19 He will folfil the desire of them that 
fear Him ; He also will hear their cry, and 
will help them. 

20 Tne Lord preserveth all them that love 
Him ; but scattereth abroad all the ungodly. 

21 My mouth shall speak the praise of the 
Lord ; and let all flesh give thanks unto his 
holy Name for ever and ever. 



have no end. See Daniel vii. 
14. 

14. 8w!hatfaU,'\ Them that 
are falling. 



13. Thykingdom^ThSA 
tion of an everlaating kingdom 
carries ns on to that nniversal 
reign of Christ whieh shall 
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Day 30. 



PSALM CXLYI. 



Psalm CXLVI. 

TBUBT TO BB BSP08BD NOT IN MAN BUT IN OOD ONLT. 

PRAISE the Lord, mj soul; whUe I 
live will I praise the Lord ; yea, as long 
as I have any being, I will sing praises nnto 
my God. 

2 put not your trust in princes, nor in 
any child of man; for there is no help in 
them. 

3 For when the breath of man goeth forth 
he shall turn again to his earth, and then all 
his thoughts perish. 

4 Blessed is he that hath the God of Jacob 
for his help, and whose hope is in the Lord 
his God ; 

5 Who made heaven and earth, the sea, 
and all that therein is; who keepeth his 
promise for ever ; 

6 Who helpeth them to right that suffer 
wrong ; who teedeth the hungry. 

7 The Lord looseth men out of prison ; 
the Lord giveth sight to the blind. 



Ps. CXLVL aHd the remaiD- 
ing four are called Hallelujah 
FsalmB, as all begin with the 
word Hallelujah, or ** Praise 
the Lord.*' It is supposed that 
they were written in the time 
of Nehemiah, for the pablic 
service of the second temple. 

2. ptd not your trtuf] 
It is vain to trust in any of the 
race of man, even the chiefest 
and most powerfnl, for aU are 
equally mortal, and unable to 



save even themselves from death. 
He alone (4) is to be consi- 
dered happy, who hath the God 
of Jacob for his help. Jer. 
zvii. 6. 

7. The Lord lootetK] It will 
be observed how closely this 
account of the merciful good- 
ness of Jehovah to his crea* 
tures afnrees with the history 
of our Lord's miracles in the 
GrospeL See Matt. xi. 6 ; Luke 
iv. 18 ; John ix. 7 i z. 16. 
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PSALM XCLVIL 



Day 30. 



8 The Lord helpeth them that are &llen ; 
the Lord careth for the righteous. 

9 The Lord careth for the strangers ; He 
defendeth the fatherless and widow; as for 
the way of the ungodly, He tumeth it upside 
down. 

10 The Lord thy God, O Sion, shall be 
King for evermore, and throughout all gene- 
rations. 



Evening,'] 



Psalm CXLVIL 



[2% so. 



THB BE8T0BATI0N OF ISRAEL FBOK OAFTITITT. — GOD B 
BOUNTIFUL GOODNESS TO HIS PEOPLE. 

O PRAISE the Lord, for it is a good 
thing to sing praises unto our God; 
yea, a joyml and pleasant thing it is to be 
thankful. 

2 The Lord doth build up Jerusalem, and 
gather together the outcasts of Israel. 

3 He healeth those that are broken in 
heart, and giveth medicine to heal their sick- 
ness. 

4 He telleth the number of the stars, and 
calleth them all by their names. 



9. He tumeth it upside doumJ] 
He tnrneth their steps aside, so 
as to defeat or tnutrate their 
parpose. 

Ps. CXLYII. and those which 
follow, to the end of the Psalter, 
are characterised by a singn- 
larly cheerful and joyous tone, 
which ma^, perhaps, be ascribed 
to the national r^oidog at the 
reboildins of the walls of Jem- 
salem (Nehem. iii.); and the 



reunion of the long-dispersed 
people according to prophecy. 
See Isa. xi. 12 ; Ivi. o. 

4h The number of the siars^ 
The aUnsion to the infinite 
knowledge of the Almighty, in 
numberingandnamingthe stars, 
seems introduced for the pur- 
pose of convincing his people 
that He knows the condition 
and circumstances of every indi- 
vidual among them. Compare 
Isa. zL2d. 
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DAT 80. PSALH CXLVn. 



5 Great is our Lord, and great is his 
power ; yea, and his wisdom is infinite. 

6 The Lord setteth up the meek, and 
bringeth the ungodly down to the groimd. 

7 O sing unto the Lord with thanksgiving ; 
sing praises upon the harp unto our God ; 

8 Who covereth the neaven with clouds, 
and prepareth rain for the earth, and maketh 
grass to grow upon the mountains, and herb 
for the use of men ; 

9 Who giveth fodder unto the cattle, and 
feedeth the young ravens that call upon Him. 

10 He hath no pleasure in the strength of 
an horse ; neither delighteth He in any man's 
legs. 

11 But the Lord's delight is in them that 
fear Him, and put their trust in his mercy. 

12 Praise the Lord, Jerusalem ; praise 
thy God, Sion. 

13 For He hath made fast the bars of thy 
gates, and hath blessed thy children within 
thee. 

14 He maketh peace in thy borders, and 
filleth thee with the flour of wheat. 

15 He sendeth forth his commandment 
upon earth, and his word runneth very 
swiftly. 

16 He giveth snow like wool, and scat- 
tereth the hoar-frost like ashes. 



10. Me hath no pleamre, 
&o.] Gk>d regardeth not bodil|r 
strenf^h, wktch belongs to brute 
beasts even more than to men ; 
bnt looks with favoor on those 
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only who fear Him. 

IS. The hart, of thy oatet^ 
The rebuilding of the walls ana 
towers of Jenisalem may, per- 
haps, be here referred to. 



PSALM CXLVHL 



Day 30. 



17 He casteth forth his ice like morsels : 
who is able to abide his frost? 

18 He sendeth out his word, and melteth 
them; He bloweth with his wind, and the 
waters flow. 

19 He sheweth his word imto Jacob ; his 
statates and ordinances unto Israel. 

20 He hath not dealt so with any nation ; 
neither have the heathen knowledge of his 
laws. 



Psalm CXLVIH. 

▲LL OBBATION CALLED TO PRAISE AND QLOBIFT THE 

GREAT CREATOR. 

O PRAISE the Lord of heaven ; praise 
Him in the height. 

2 Praise Him, all ye angels of his ; praise 
Him, all his host 

3 Praise Him, sun and moon ; praise Him, 
all ye stars and light. 

4 Praise Him, all ye heavens; and ye 
waters that are above the heavens. 



17. Be coiteth forth his ice 
like morsels ;] The allusion 
seems to be to the fall of hail- 
stones. Qod is described in 
this and other Psalms, ad the 
great agent in the works of 
nature. 

20. ffe hath not dealt so mth 
any nation;'] God's special fa- 
yoor to his chosen people is 
here gnratefnUy acknowledged. 
They alone of all nations nad 
been admitted to a knowledge 
of his laws and ways. 

Fs. CXLVin. is an animated 



apostrophe to heaven and earth, 
to angels and spirits above, and 
then, in order, to all the inhabi- 
tants of earth, air, and sea, to 
exalt and magnify the Lord and 
Maker of all. The "Bene- 
dicite," or Song of the Three 
Children, which is sometimes 
nsed instead of the " Te Deum" 
at Morning Service, is a para- 
phrase and expansion of this 
rsalm. 

1. In the hewht^ Te Who 
dwell in the highest heavens. 

3. AU ye stars and light,'] 
Bather, ** All ye stars of Hght.^ 
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Day 80. 



PSALM CXLVIIL 



5 Let them praise the Name of the Lord ; 
for He spake the word, and they were made ; 
He commanded, and they were created. 

6 He hath made them fast for ever and 
ever ; He hath given- them a law which shall 
not be broken. 

7 Praise the LorA upon earth, ye dragons, 
and all deeps ; 

8 Fire and hail, snow and vapours, wind 
and storm, fulfilling his word ; 

9 Mountains and all hills, firuitful trees 
and all cedars ; 

10 Beasts and all cattle, worms and 
feathered fowl ; 

11 Kings of the earth and all people, 
princes and all judges of the world ; 

12 Young men and maidens, old men and 
children, praise the Name of the Lord ; for 
his Name only is excellent, and his praise 
above heaven and earth. 

13 He shall exalt the horn of his people ; 
all his saints shall praise Him; even the 
children of Israel, even the people that serveth 
Him. 



6. A law] The law which 
regulates the motions of the 
heavenly bodies, and keeps them 
in their several orbits. 

7. TedraaonSf] Sea-monsters, 
probably whales. 

10. W^ormi] that is, creeping 
things. 



13. Ee shall exalt, &c.] The 
Psalmist, after haying eidiorted 
all ereatores in heaven and 
earth to praise the Lord^ re- 
minds the Israelites of the spe- 
cial reasons they have to land 
and magnify Him for his mani- 
fold favonrs to their nation. 



298 



PSALM CXLIX. 



DAT 30. 



Psalm CXLIX. 

THE ISBAELITXS DnriTED TO BING FRAIBE8 TO JIHOVAH. 

OSING unto the Lord a new song ; let 
the congregation of saints praise Him. 

2 Let Israel rejoice in Him that made 
him ; and let the children of Sion be joyftd 
in their King. 

3 Let them praise his Name in the dance ; 
let them sing praises irnto Him with tabret 
and harp. 

4 For the Lord hath pleasure in his people, 
and helpeth the meek-hearted. 

5 Let the saints be jojrful with glory ; let 
them rejoice in their beds. 

6 Let the praises of God be in their 
mouth, and a two-edged sword in their hands; 

7 To be avenged of the heathen, and to 
rebuke the people ; 

. 8 To bind their kings in chains, and their 
nobles with links of iron. 

9 That they may be avenged of them, 
as it is written, such honour have all his 
saints. 



CXLIX. — 1. A nete songy 
&c.] Sing a fresh 8ong for some 
new mercy or deliverance; sing 
his praise in the assembly of his 
servants. 

6. Lei them rejoiee in their 
heda.'] Let his ransomed saints, 
who, but a short time ago, wa- 
tered their conches with tears, 
now exnlt in their beds at the 
wonderfiil restoration which 
God had wronght out for them. 



6. A two-edged noord] While 
blessing God as the author of 
their present prosperity, let 
them be ready to execute his 
judgments upon the surround- 
ing neathen nations. 

9. Tobeavewedofthemfiuit 
is written,^ ** To execute upon 
them the judgment written. 

Such honour, &c.] The 
honour of being God's instru- 
ments in subduing the heathen 
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Day 80. 



PSALM CL. 



Psalm CL. 



UKIVEBSAL SONG OF PRAISE. 



OPBAISE Gt)d in bJB Kolinesft; praise 
Him in the firmament of his power. 

2 Praise Him in his noble acts; praise 
Him according to his excellent greatness. 

3 Praise Him in the sdtmd of the trumpet; 
praise Him upon the lute and happ. 

4 Praise Him in the cymbals' and dances ; 
praise Him upon the strings and pipe. 

5 Praise Him upon the well-tuned cym- 
bals ; praise Him upon the loud cymbals. 

6 Let every thing that hath breath praise 
the Lord. 



nations and their kings Dent, 
▼ii. 24; xxzii. 41 — 48; Rer. 
xvii. 14. 

Fs. CL. may be regarded as 
a doxology, forming a snitablB 
conclusion of the whole Pbatter. 

1. In his koKnets/] t>r, ** in 
his sanctuary." 

. The Hrmtmeni of his power.l 
His heavenly temple. 

8. Tke UUe] or psaltery, a 
stringed instrument. 

6. Let every thing that hath 
breathy &c.] If all things ani- 
mate may properly be called 



upon to bless their Maker for 
his goodness, what an infinitely 
heavier debt of gratitude do we 
owe, who have been not only 
created by his power, but re- 
deemed l^ his infinite love in 
Christ Jesus, through Whom 
also we have been made hein 
of his eternal kingdom. 

Glort bb to thi Father, 
Ain) TO THs Son, and to thx 
Holt Ohost. 

As it was in the bxgin- 

NINO, IS NOW, AND EVBR 
SHALL BE, WORLD WITHOUT 
END. AlON. 



FINIS. 



.«a. 



B. 0LA7, PBDVTEB, BBXAD STBBET BILL. 
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